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ALL Students Proficient 

and Showing Growth in All 

Assessed Areas

EVERY Student Graduates 

from High School and is Ready 

for College and Career

EVERY Child Has Access 

to a High-Quality Early 

Childhood Program

EVERY School Has Effective 

Teachers and Leaders

EVERY Community Effectively 

Uses a World-Class Data System to 

Improve Student Outcomes

EVERY School and District is 

Rated “C” or Higher
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2State Board of Education  STRATEGIC PLAN GOALS



To create a world-class 

educational system that gives 

students the knowledge and 

skills to be successful in 

college and the workforce, 

and to flourish as parents 

and citizens

VISION

To provide leadership 

through the development of 

policy and accountability 

systems so that all students 

are prepared to compete in 

the global community

MISSION

Mississippi Department of Education 3



4Questions

https://tinyurl.com/4rbspz4m



5Session Goals

• Discuss writing updates

• Examine new rubrics and checklists

• Preview new writing prompts



The Future of 
MAAP Writing

Rubrics

t inyu r l .com /ye txe tnu



7New Rubrics

Grades 3-5

• Opinion

• Informative/Expository

• Narrative

Grades 6-English II

• Argumentative

• Informative/Expository

• Narrative

Grade band by mode, will not be given to students during testing

Use to score writing BOY, MOY and EOY



8New Rubrics

• Purpose, Organization, and Evidence

oCovers writing standard (W1, W2, or W3)

oWorth 4 points

• Language Usage

oCovers language standards (L1, L2, and L3)

oWorth 2 points

Components and Points



9New Rubrics, Spring 2026

Grades 3-5    Grades 6-EOC

t inyu r l .com / rkuak j f j t inyu r l .com /2 tmth34k

https://mdek12.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/41/2026/01/MS_ELA_G3_5_RUBRIC.pdf
https://mdek12.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/41/2026/01/MS_ELA_G3_5_RUBRIC.pdf
https://mdek12.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/41/2026/01/MS_ELA_G3_5_RUBRIC.pdf
https://mdek12.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/41/2026/01/MS_ELA_6_EOC_RUBRIC.pdf
https://mdek12.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/41/2026/01/MS_ELA_6_EOC_RUBRIC.pdf
https://mdek12.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/41/2026/01/MS_ELA_6_EOC_RUBRIC.pdf


Purpose, Organization, and Evidence

Writing Rubric 
Standards (Domains)



11Domain: Purpose, Organization, and Evidence

Content of the writing.

What the student writes.

• Does this essay/response answer the question/prompt? How 

well?

• Does the student understand the task? 

• Does the student pull relevant information 

(evidence/reasoning) from the passage?

 -Reasoning: Own original ideas or explanation of the cited 

evidence



12Domain: Purpose, Organization, and Evidence

How the student writes. 

• Evidence of planning and progression of ideas

• Transitions: How do students connect their sentences and 

paragraphs (frequent and effective OR lacking)?

• Introduction and conclusion

• Different ways to organize a response: Is the organization effective?

o Introduction, body, conclusion

o Thesis may be stated in conclusion
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14Writing Rubric Purpose

The writing rubric is holistic in nature.

When assigning a 3 in Purpose, Organization, and Evidence, the 

response does not need to do everything in the “3 box.”  

Remember, the rubric IS NOT a checklist. The response may 

fit some items in the “4 box” and some in the “2 box,” but it may 

“fit best” in the “3 box.”

 

The scorer must determine in which value the student’s 

response best fits overall. 
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Language Usage

Writing Rubric 
Standards (Domains)



17Domain: Language Usage

Grammar

• Tone, word choice, sentence structure, grammar

• Appropriate to audience and purpose (voice)

• Wrong word, missing word, extra word

• Tense and agreement errors

• Homonyms – to/too/two or there/their/they’re

• Run-on sentences, awkward sentences, fragments



18Domain: Language Usage

Mechanics (from grade level standards)

• Punctuation 

• Capitalization

• Spelling 

Additional Notes

• Do not use the symbol “&” instead of “and”

• Do not use text speech: “U” instead of “you”
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20Rubric Language

• Narrative style

• Opinion style

• Informative/explanatory style

Grades 3-5 Grades 6-End of Course (EOC)

• Narrative style

• Argumentative style

• Expository style

• Emotional appeal

• Elaborative techniques



21Characteristics of Narrative Style

• Linear (chronological order)

• Nonlinear (flashbacks, flashforwards)

• Viewpoint (Who is telling the story?)

• Descriptive details (setting, characters)

• Character development (dialogue, internal thoughts, 

interactions with other characters)

• Plot and conflict (problem, solution, resolution, lesson/moral)



22Characteristics of Opinion Style (3-5)

• Expresses a personal viewpoint (opinion statement)

• Supports with reasons and evidence (text based)

• Linking words/phrases (connect the opinion with reasons)

• Objective and respectful tone (audience and task)



23Characteristics of Argumentative Style (6-EOC)

• Clear claim or thesis (position taken)

• Text-based evidence (to support equally) 

• Opposing/counter claims (8th-EOC)

• Cohesion among claims (relationship among claims through 

organization)

• Concluding statement (that follows the argument presented)



24Characteristics of Informative/Explanatory Style (3-8)

• Informs or explains

• Answers questions such as what, how, and why

• Develops the topic (relevant, concrete details)

• Uses facts (text based)

• Organized logically (connect information)

• Topic appropriate language (domain specific)



25Characteristics of Expository Style (EOC)

• Inform with insight and facts (text based)

• Explain or describe (using concrete details, relevant facts, 

and/or definitions)

• Answers questions such as what, how, and why

• Logical organization (clarify relationships among ideas)

• Objective tone (neutral)

• Topic appropriate language (domain specific)



26Key Features of Emotional Appeal (6-EOC)

• Targets feelings (happiness, fear, pride, urgency)

• Connects personally (involved or affected by the issue)

• Uses vivid language (descriptive words that create strong 

mental images)

• Appears in persuasive contexts (paired with logical reasoning)



27Key Features of Elaborative Techniques (6-EOC)

• Adding descriptive details (adjectives, sensory language)

• Explaining evidence (say, mean, matter)

• Providing reasons and rationale (why is it important and how it 

connects?)

• Using comparisons and analogies (relate new ideas to familiar 

concepts)

• Including examples and connecting ideas (give illustrations and 

show relationships between points)



The Future of 
MAAP Writing

Checklists



29New Checklists

Grades 3, 4, and 5

oOpinion

o Informative/Explanatory

oNarrative

Grades 6, 7, 8, and English II

oArgumentative

o Informative/Expository

oNarrative

Grade by mode



30New Checklists

• Specific to the prompt

• Embedded in the writing assessment (will not be 

printed)

• Interactive

• Student friendly terms

• Create an anchor chart

• Use frequently with students



31New Checklists



32New Checklists, Spring 2026

Grade 3: tinyurl.com/3kh2d3ac Grade 4: tinyurl.com/3stzbzy7 Grade 5: tinyurl.com/bhpahwuz

Grade 6: tinyurl.com/mt2nreer Grade 7: tinyurl.com/mfrhyz32 Grade 8: tinyurl.com/3dyj3rf3

End of Course: tinyurl.com/48r9rkv9

https://mdek12.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/41/2025/11/Grade-3-Writers-Checklist-11.17.pdf
https://mdek12.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/41/2025/11/Grade-4-Writers-Checklist-_11.17.pdf
https://mdek12.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/41/2025/11/Grade-5-Writers-Checklist_11.17.pdf
https://mdek12.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/41/2025/11/Grade-6-Writers-Checklist-_11.17.pdf
https://mdek12.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/41/2025/11/Grade-7-Writers-Checklist-_11.17.pdf
https://mdek12.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/41/2025/11/Grade-8-Writers-Checklist_11.17.pdf
https://mdek12.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/41/2025/11/English-II-Writers-Checklist_11.17.pdf


The Future of 
MAAP Writing

Prompts



34New Prompts

• Specific and condensed

• More similar to quick writes 

or written responses in 

HQIM

• 45 minutes per passage

Grade 5 example



35Response Space

• 5,000-character count max

• including spaces is 

roughly 750 to 1,000 words

• Can only hit enter 150 times



36Stop Screen



37Stop Screen



38Response Space



39Writing Tools

• Select Undo to undo previous actions.

• Select Redo to redo actions that have been 
undone.

• Select Bold to make your chosen text bold or 
turn the Bold tool on or off.

• Select Italics to make the chosen text italicized 
or turn the Italic tool on or off.

• Select Underline to underline the chosen text or 
turn the Underline tool on or off.

• Select Unordered List to make the text an 
unordered list or to turn the Unordered List tool 
on or off.

• Select the Font Size drop down to adjust the font 
size of your response.

• Select Indent to indent your chosen text.

• Select Outdent to remove the chosen indented 

text.

• Select Spell Check to check for misspelled 

words.

• Select Dictionary / Thesaurus to look up 

words.

• Select the Writer's Checklist to access the 

Writer's Checklist. You can move the window 

around the screen by dragging the blue bar at the 
top of the response area window to keep open

while you write.



40Writing Tools

• Select Spell Check to check for misspelled words

o function like normal spell check with a squiggly line

o students will click the spell check button to get a list of words from which to 
choose

o students must have an idea of how the word is spelled to get the correct word in 
the list (like Microsoft Word spell check)

o real-world skill that anyone with digital access has the choice to use

• Select Dictionary / Thesaurus to look up words

o type word and click dictionary button to look up the definition

o open dictionary and search for a definition or synonym

o thesaurus is a drop down within the dictionary function



41Text Length Guidelines

Grade Band

Total Word Counts 

Per Writing 

Passage/Paired

Total Word Counts 

per Short Reading 

Passage

Total Word Counts 

per Long Reading 

Passage/Paired

2 – 3 200-450 200 ‒ 650 600 ‒ 800

4 – 5 200-450 300 ‒ 650 600 ‒ 800

6 – 8 300-550 400 ‒ 800 750 ‒ 1000

9 – 10 600-750 750 ‒ 1000 1000 ‒ 1500

11 – CCR 600-750 750 – 1000 1000 – 1500



42Prompt Example



43Prompt Example



44Prompt Example



45Prompt Example



46Prompt Example



47Prompt Example



48Prompt Example

EOC



49Prompts

• Mimicked from Wisconsin Department of Public 

Instruction

• Text dependent only

• https://portal.te.drcedirect.com/WI/wiott 

https://portal.te.drcedirect.com/WI/wiott
https://portal.te.drcedirect.com/WI/wiott


50Scoring Notes

• Two prompts – 6 points each for a total of 12 points

• On-demand writing: quick, first draft

• Holistic: look for what students do well

• Compare one response to the rubric not to another 

response



51Range Finding

• A 5-day range finding meeting, which is the process of 

calibrating scoring rubrics for assessments by analyzing 

student work and establishing the scoring boundaries for a 

prompt, (June 8th-12th) will be conducted in person with 

Mississippi educators.

OSA will recruit educators via survey around April 2026.

• The field test responses will be scored after range finding (in 

July). DRC will begin building the training models for AI 

scoring, which will be available starting with the Spring 2027 

administration.



52Online Tools Training (OTTs)

• Will be updated with new writing sample (1) in February 2026

• Should be used to familiarize students with the online testing 

platform

The OTTs are designed to be used for functionality purposes by students 

and, as such, it may have overlapping items/shared texts in other grades. 

The OTTs represent the item types and functionality that a student could 

interact with on the summative assessments. The OTTs are not meant to 

be used for alignment/content assessments.

• Use to instruct students how to use spell check and the 

dictionary feature

• Practice the checklist

ht t ps : / / por ta l . te . d r ced i r ec t .c om /MS

https://portal.te.drcedirect.com/MS


53Updated Practice Tests

• Will be updated with new writing samples (2) in February 2026

• Should be used to familiarize students with item types and 

content expectations

• Will score writing through AI in Fall 2026



54Scoring Shifts

Spring 2026 Administration: The writing prompts will be field tested, and responses will be human-

scored with a percent receiving a second read (a representative sample of 2,500 responses for each 

prompt would be human-scored with a 100% second read). The remaining responses will be human-

scored with a 10% second read. Spring writing scores will not be counted in accountability, but quality 

responses from the students are extremely important since these responses will train the AI scoring 

engine for all future administrations.

Summer 2026: The field test responses will be scored after range finding (in July). DRC will begin 

building the training models for AI scoring, which will be available starting with the Spring 2027 

administration.

Fall 2026 Administration: Writing prompts will be human-scored (with a 10% second read), and 

therefore, the Fall 2026 English II results will include the raw scores for the writing prompts.

Spring 2027 Administration: Writing prompts will be AI scored with a 10% second human read 

behind. All non-scoreable responses (ones that will get a non-score code) will have a 100% human 
read behind.



55Questions Since Release

Since students have always had the rubric available during testing, we are 

assuming that will continue. The question is will they be given all three rubrics or 

only the rubric needed for the particular prompt (e.g., only narrative rubric if 

prompt is narrative)?

The MDE encourages teachers to use the rubrics for instruction and grading. Students 

will not receive the rubric during the test, only the checklist.

Will students be given all three checklists or only the checklist needed for the 

particular prompt (e.g., only narrative checklist if prompt is narrative)?

These checklists will be assigned to the passage/prompt, so students will receive the 

checklist that corresponds to the mode of the prompt during testing. Students will only 

receive the interactive checklist digitally and will only receive the needed mode.



56Questions Since Release

Will checklists be printed? 

Beginning in Spring 2026, the checklists will be digitally embedded in the test. They will 

not be printed.

Will the writing be graded out of 6 points in the future and not the original 12 

points since they are grouped into categories? 

There will be two writing prompts (different modes) that will count for 6 points a piece for 

a total of 12 points.

Is the character count the same?

No, the character count will be 5,000 characters. That is equivalent to roughly 750-1,000 

words depending on word length and punctuation. 



57Questions Since Release

Will students be prompted to begin their second writing, or will they need to manage 

their own time? There will be two separate sections. The testing administrator will instruct 

when it is time to end prompt 1 and begin prompt 2.

Will the passages be related by topic? No

How will the EOC test be graded differently than 6-8 on the rubric? Will the details on 

the checklist (i.e. develop a counterclaim- EOC vs include a counterclaim- 7th) be used 

when scoring EOC? How the responses are scored will be determined in range finding, but 

the expectation is for the checklists to guide the response. Therefore, the range finding 

committee will use the checklists to help make those decisions along with the standards.



58Questions

https://tinyurl.com/4rbspz4m



59What’s Next?

• Fall scoring trainings

• Student examples

• Scoring notes



mdek12.org
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Literacy Assessment Coordinator

Mbeck@mdek12.org

Melissa Beck

mailto:Mbeck@mdek12.org
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