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CONTRACT 
WORKER 

Applicable: ☐YES ☐ NOx



Office of Procurement 
Monique Corley 

Procurement Director 

May 5, 2025 

Ms. Amelia Gamble, Director  
Office of Personal Service Contract Review 
501 North West Street, Suite 1301-C  
Jackson, MS 39201  

Re: Written Determination (Section 7.1.1) - Michael D. Kent 

Dear Ms. Gamble:  

The Mississippi Department of Education (MDE) has determined that the Agency needs a contract 
worker to be responsible for services in support of the Office of School and District Transformation. 
Without these services, the Agency will lack management and oversight of mandatory assistance as 
outlined in legislation to support schools, communities, and educators with consolidation 
transitions, districts of transformation, and the Mississippi Achievement School District now divided 
into two separate districts of transformation. The contractor will be responsible for the following 
services: 

• Working with new, upcoming, and recently consolidated school districts, including serving as a
governmental affairs representative for the MDE with Mississippi school district consolidations;

• Serving as a liaison to interim superintendents in Districts of Transformation;
• Serving as a liaison to interim superintendent in the MS Achievement School District;
• Performing administrative duties as requested for the Office of Academic Education;
• Working with administrative and training aspects of the Superintendents Academy and the

Principals Academy which focus on training and mentoring existing and potential future school
district superintendents and principals in Mississippi; and

• Working on special assignments as requested by the State Superintendent of Education.

MDE respectfully requests approval of the attached contract. 

Sincerely, 

Monique Corley 
Procurement Director 
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Number 

Title of Federal Program Federal 
Award 
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MAGIC Contract #  
WIN #  

 
 

CONTRACT WORKER SIGNATURE SHEET 
THE MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

P. O. BOX 771 
JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 39205 

 

Contractor's Name  
 

Michael D. Kent 

Contractor’s Contact Person and Telephone Number:  
Darla Hammons, 601-359-3197 
 
The MDE Tracking Number: 26/2201/EA05/A844/2001-01 
 
Dates of Contract:  July 1 2025 – June 30, 2026 
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The following funds are obligated: 
   

GENERAL FEDERAL/OTHER FUNDS TOTAL 
 $156,092.00  $  $156,092.00 

 
Contractor agrees to carry out tasks outlined in this contract in accordance with all provisions of this 
contract included herein.  The following sections are attached and incorporated into this agreement: 
 
    X   Statement of Work     X  Reporting Requirements 
    X   Compensation           Special Conditions 
    X   Travel Policy          Other: _________________________ 
    X   Standard Terms and Conditions   
 

Approved for the Mississippi Department of 
Education 
 
 
_________________________  _____________ 
Signature    Date  
Name:  John Ferrell 
Title:    Chief, School and District Transformation 
 
 
_________________________  _____________ 
Signature    Date 
Name: Monique Corley  
Title: Director, Office of Procurement 

Contractor hereby agrees to the terms and   
conditions specified in the contract and assures 
of the legal authority to enter into said contract. 
Contractor further certifies that there is no 
conflict of interest and that the appropriate 
leave will be taken to perform the work outlined 
in the contract. 

 
 

____________________  _____________ 
Signature        Date 
Name:  Michael D. Kent 
Title:  Interim Deputy Superintendent 
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A. INTRODUCTION 
 
The contract between the Mississippi Department of Education (hereinafter referred to as the 
“MDE”) and Michael D. Kent (hereinafter referred to as the “Contractor or Michael D. Kent”) is for 
the purpose of working with district consolidations, performing administrative duties for the Office 
of School and District Transportation, working with districts of transformation, serving as a hearing 
officer for MDE, and special assignments for the Office of School and District Transformation and 
the State Superintendent.  The term of the contract is July 1, 2025 through June 30, 2026.  
 
The MDE will pay Contractor an amount not to exceed $156,092.00 for FY26.  
 
Renewal of contract for five (5) optional years will be determined annually and shall be contingent 
upon successful completion of the services in the preceding year’s contract, a performance 
evaluation, and availability of funds.  
 

B. STATEMENT OF WORK  
 
Contractor will fulfill all terms and conditions as outlined in the documents listed below.   
 
Attachment 1:  The MS Department of Education's Request for Application for Contract Worker for 
School and District Transformation  
 
Attachment 2:  The Application submitted by Michael D. Kent in response to the aforementioned 
RFA 
 

C. PRIORITY  
 

The contract consists of the original agreement, the MS Department of Education’s Request for 
Applications for Name of Solicitation (hereinafter referred to as “RFA” and/or “Attachment 1”), and 
the response Application by Name of Vendor (hereinafter referred to as “Application” and/or 
“Attachment 2”). Any ambiguities, conflicts or questions of interpretations of this contract shall be 
resolved by first by reference to this agreement and its’ modifications in order of effective date and, 
if still unresolved, by reference to RFA and, if still unresolved, by reference to the Application.  
Omission of any term or obligation from this agreement, modifications, or incorporated attachments 
shall not be deemed an omission from this contract if such term or obligation is provided for 
elsewhere in this contract. 
 

D. PERFORMANCE BY CONTRACTOR  
 
Contractor hereby agrees to perform the Specified Services herein described in a proper, 
workmanlike, and dignified manner; warrants that he/she is able to and will perform such Specified 
Services in a manner acceptable to the MDE; and agrees to make all additions, deletions and/or 
changes that may be required by the MDE, as a condition precedent to the acceptance of such 
Specified Services by the MDE. 
 
Contractor hereby understands and agrees that while providing services under this agreement 
he/she is a representative of the MDE and therefore will always act professionally. 
 

E. TERMINATION IN EVENT OF EMPLOYMENT 
 
Contract shall be terminated immediately if Contractor becomes an employee of the MDE and is 
only subject to payment of services prior to effective date of employment at the MDE.  
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F. ETHICS 

 
In compliance with State law, Contractor who is employed by a public entity agrees to arrange 
with his/her employer to take the appropriate leave (annual, professional, compensatory, etc.) 
during the period of service covered by this contract.  Contractor also agrees not to utilize 
resources of the public employer to perform the services pursuant to this contract.  Prior to 
execution of this contract, Contractor must submit to the MDE a Certification (on the MDE form) 
executed from his/her employer whereby the public employer acknowledges that it is aware of its 
employee working for the MDE. 
 
Contractor agrees to comply with Miss. Code Ann. § 25-4-105 and may be subject to civil and/or 
criminal penalties if found violating the conflict of interest provision of State law.  
 

G. STANDARD TERMS AND CONDITIONS 
 

Certain terms and conditions are required for contracting. Therefore, the applicant shall assure 
agreement and compliance with the following standard terms and conditions. 
 
1. ACCESS TO RECORDS 
 
Contractor agrees that the MDE, or any of its duly authorized representatives, at any time during the 
term of this agreement, shall have access to, and the right to audit and examine any pertinent books, 
documents, papers, and records of Contractor related to Contractor’s charges and performance 
under this agreement.  Such records shall be kept by Contractor for a period of three (3) years after 
final payment under this agreement, unless the MDE authorizes their earlier disposition.  Contractor 
agrees to refund to the MDE any overpayment disclosed by any such audit.  However, if any litigation, 
claim, negotiation, audit or other action involving the records has been started before the expiration 
of 3-year period, the records shall be retained until completion of the action and resolution of all 
issues which arise from it. 
 
2. ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF AMENDMENTS 

[Bidders, Offerors, Applicants] shall acknowledge receipt of any amendment to the [IFB, RFP, RFQ, 
RFA] in writing. The acknowledgement shall be signed and submitted as an attachment to the 
proposal. Each [bidder, Offeror, applicant] shall submit a written acknowledgement of every 
amendment to the MDE on or before the submission deadline. 

 
3. ANTI-ASSIGNMENT/SUBCONTRACTING 
 
Contractor acknowledges that it was selected by the State to perform the services required 
hereunder based, in part, upon Contractor’s special skills and expertise. Contractor shall not 
assign, subcontract, or otherwise transfer this agreement, in whole or in part, without the prior 
written consent of the State, which the State may, in its sole discretion, approve or deny without 
reason. Any attempted assignment or transfer of its obligations without such consent shall be null 
and void. No such approval by the State of any subcontract shall be deemed in any way to provide 
for the incurrence of any obligation of the State in addition to the total fixed price agreed upon in 
this agreement. Subcontracts shall be subject to the terms and conditions of this agreement and 
to any conditions of approval that the State may deem necessary. Subject to the foregoing, this 
agreement shall be binding upon the respective successors and assigns of the parties. 
 
4. APPLICABLE LAW  
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The contract shall be governed by and construed in accordance with the laws of the State of 
Mississippi, excluding its conflicts of laws provisions, and any litigation with respect thereto shall be 
brought in the courts of Mississippi. 
 
5. APPROVAL  
 
It is understood that if this contract requires approval by the Public Procurement Review Board 
“PPRB”) and/or the Mississippi Department of Finance and Administration Office of Personal 
Service Contract Review (“OPSCR”) and this contract is not approved by the PPRB and/or OPSCR, 
it is void and no payment shall be made hereunder. 
 
6. ASSIGNMENT 
 
Contractor shall not assign or subcontract in whole or in part, its rights or obligations under this 
agreement without prior written consent of the MDE.  Any attempted assignment without said 
consent shall be void and of no effect. 
 
7. AUTHORITY TO CONTRACT 
 
Contractor warrants: (1) that it is a validly organized business with valid authority to enter into 
this agreement; (2) that it is qualified to do business and in good standing in the State of 
Mississippi; (3) that entry into and performance under this agreement is not restricted or 
prohibited by any loan, security, financing, contractual, or other agreement of any kind; and, (4) 
notwithstanding any other provision of this agreement to the contrary, that there are no existing 
legal proceedings or prospective legal proceedings, either voluntary or otherwise, which may 
adversely affect its ability to perform its obligations under this agreement. 
 
8. AUTHORITY OF SIGNATORY 

Contractor acknowledges that the individual executing the contract on behalf of the MDE is doing 
so in his or her official capacity only. To the extent any provision contained in the contract exceeds 
the signatory’s authority, Contractor agrees that it will not look to that individual in his or her 
personal capacity or otherwise seek to hold him or her individually liable for exceeding such 
authority. 

 
9. AVAILABILITY OF FUNDS  
 
It is expressly understood and agreed that the obligation of the MDE to proceed under this 
agreement is conditioned upon the appropriation of funds by the Mississippi State Legislature 
and the receipt of appropriated funds.  If the funds anticipated for the continuing time fulfillment 
of the agreement are, at any time, not forthcoming or insufficient, either through the failure of the 
federal government to provide funds or of the State of Mississippi to appropriate funds or the 
discontinuance or material alteration of the program under which funds were provided or if funds 
are not otherwise available to the MDE, the MDE shall have the right upon ten (10) working days 
written notice to Contractor, to terminate this agreement without damage, penalty, cost or 
expenses to the MDE of any kind whatsoever.  The effective date of termination shall be as 
specified in the notice of termination. 
 
10. BACKGROUND CHECKS 
 
Contractor represents that it has never been convicted or pled guilty or entered a plea of nolo 
contendere to a felony in any court of the state of Mississippi, another state, or in federal court in 



Page 5 of 12 
 

 

Revised 11/22/2024 

which public funds were unlawfully taken, obtained or misappropriated in the abuse of misuse of any 
office or employment or money coming into its hands by virtue of any office or employment.  
Contractor agrees to an initial criminal background check to be performed as well as subsequent 
criminal background checks that may be necessary and all charges associated with these criminal 
background checks will be the responsibility of Contractor. Any disqualifying information received 
from the criminal background check will render this agreement null and void.   
 
11. BOARD APPROVAL 
 
It is understood that if this contract requires approval by the Mississippi State Board of Education, 
and this contract is not approved by the Mississippi State Board of Education, it is void and no 
payment shall be made hereunder. 
 
12. CHANGES IN SCOPE OF WORK 

The MDE may order changes in the work consisting of additions, deletions, or other revisions within 
the general scope of the contract. No claims may be made by Contractor that the scope of the project 
or of Contractor’s services has been changed, requiring changes to the amount of compensation to 
Contractor or other adjustments to the contract, unless such changes or adjustments have been made 
by written amendment to the contract signed by the MDE and Contractor. 
 
If Contractor believes that any work is not within the scope of the project, is a material change, or 
will otherwise require more compensation to Contractor, Contractor must immediately notify the 
MDE in writing of this belief. If the MDE believes that the work is within the scope of the contract as 
written, Contractor will be ordered to and shall continue with the work as changes and at the cost 
stated for the work within the contract. 

 
13. COMPLIANCE WITH LAWS  
 
Contractor shall comply with, and all activities under this agreement shall be subject to, all applicable 
federal, State of Mississippi, and local laws and regulations, as now existing and as may be amended 
or modified. 
 
14. CONFIDENTIALITY  
 
The MDE is a public agency of the State of Mississippi and is subject to the Mississippi Public 
Records Act of 1983. Miss. Code Ann. §§ 25-61-1 et seq. If a public records request is made for any 
information provided to the MDE by Contractor, the MDE shall follow provisions of Mississippi 
Code Annotated §§ 25-61-9 and 79-23-1 before disclosing such information – unless Contractor 
has previously indicated the information is not trade secret or confidential commercial and 
financial information. The MDE shall not be liable to the Contractor for disclosure of information 
required by court order or required by law. 
 
15. CONTRACT WORKER 

 
Based upon the Internal Revenue Code, Contractor has been classified as a contract worker.  
Contractor shall perform all services as a contract worker and shall discharge all of its liabilities as 
such.  No act performed or representation made, whether oral or written, by Contractor with respect 
to third parties shall be binding on the MDE. 
 
16. COPYRIGHTS 
 
Contractor agrees that all new materials or processes developed, all inventions, new instructional 
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concepts, techniques, scripts and/or work products created, devised, or produced under, or in the 
performance of, this Contract shall be and are the exclusive property of the MDE, in perpetuity. 
 
Any liability resulting from the wrongful disclosure or use of the exclusive property of the MDE on 
the part of the Contractor shall rest with the Contractor. 
 
17. DEBARMENT AND SUSPENSION 
 
Contractor certifies to the best of its knowledge and belief, that it:  
 
(1) is not presently debarred, suspended, proposed for debarment, declared ineligible, or 
voluntarily excluded from covered transaction by any federal department or agency or any 
political subdivision or agency of the State of Mississippi;  
 
(2) has not, within a three year period preceding this agreement, been convicted of or had a civil 
judgment rendered against it for commission of fraud or a criminal offense in connection with 
obtaining, attempting to obtain, or performing a public (federal, state, or local) transaction or 
contract under a public transaction;  
 
(3) has not, within a three year period preceding this agreement, been convicted of or had a civil 
judgment rendered against it for a violation of federal or state antitrust statutes or commission of 
embezzlement, theft, forgery, bribery, falsification or destruction of records, making false 
statements, or receiving stolen property;  
 
(4) is not presently indicted for or otherwise criminally or civilly charged by a governmental entity 
(federal, state or local) with commission of any of these offenses enumerated in paragraphs two 
(2) and (3) of this certification; and,  
 
(5) has not, within a three year period preceding this agreement, had one or more public 
transactions (federal, state, or local) terminated for cause or default. 
 
18.  DISCLOSURE OF CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION 
 
In the event that either party to this agreement receives notice that a third-party has served upon 
it a subpoena or other validly issued administrative or judicial process ordering divulgence of the 
other party’s data or other confidential or otherwise protected information, the party subject to 
the subpoena or other legal process shall promptly inform the other party at the earliest 
reasonable opportunity, unless prohibited by law from doing so. Thereafter, the party subject to 
the legal process shall respond to the extent mandated by law. This section shall survive the 
termination or completion of this agreement. The parties agree that this section is subject to and 
superseded by Miss. Code Ann. §§ 25-61-1 et seq.  
 
19.  E-PAYMENT  
 
Contractor agrees to accept all payments in United States currency via the State of Mississippi’s 
electronic payment and remittance vehicle. The agency agrees to make payment in accordance 
with Mississippi law on “Timely Payments for Purchases by Public Bodies,” which generally 
provides for payment of undisputed amounts by the agency within forty-five (45) days of receipt 
of invoice. Mississippi Code Annotated § 31-7-301 et seq.  
 

20. E-VERIFICATION  
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If applicable, Contractor represents and warrants that it will ensure its compliance with the 
Mississippi Employment Protection Act and will register and participate in the status verification 
system for all newly hired employees. Mississippi Code Ann. §§ 71-11-1 and 71-11-3. Contractor 
agrees to provide a copy of each verification upon request of the MDE subject to approval by any 
agencies of the United States Government. Contractor further represents and warrants that any 
person assigned to perform services hereafter meets the employment eligibility requirements of 
all immigration laws. The breach of this agreement may subject Contractor to the following:  
 

(1) termination of this contract and exclusion pursuant to Chapter 15 of the Public 
Procurement Review Board Office of Personal Service Contract Review Rules and 
Regulations; 

(2) the loss of any license, permit, certification or other document granted to Contractor by    
       an agency, department or governmental entity for the right to do business in Mississippi;      
       or,   
(3) both. In the event of such cancellation/termination, Contractor would also be liable for 

any additional cost incurred by the State due to Contract cancellation or loss of license or 
permit to do business in the state.  

 
20.   ENTIRE AGREEMENT 

This agreement, including all contract documents, represents the entire and integrated agreement 
between the parties hereto and supersedes all prior negotiations, representations or agreements, 
irrespective of whether written or oral. This agreement may be altered, amended, or modified only 
by a written document executed by the MDE and Contractor. Contractor acknowledges that it has 
thoroughly read all contract documents and has had the opportunity to receive competent advice 
and counsel necessary for it to form a full and complete understanding of all rights and obligations 
herein. Accordingly, this agreement shall not be construed or interpreted in favor of or against 
the MDE or Contractor on the basis of draftsmanship or preparation hereof. 

 
21. HEALTH INSURANCE MARKETPLACE  

  
Contractor is not eligible for health insurance coverage through the state of Mississippi. 
Contractor may be able to obtain health coverage for self and family through the Health Insurance 
Marketplace.  The Marketplace offers “one-stop shopping” to find and compare private health 
insurance options. Contractor may be eligible for a new kind of tax credit that lowers monthly 
premiums and for assistance with out-of-pocket costs.  Contractor may contact 
https://www.healthcare.gov/ for more information, including an online application for health 
insurance coverage and contact information for a Health Insurance Marketplace in the area. 
 
22.    INFORMATION DESIGNATED BY AGENCY AS CONFIDENTIAL 

Any liability resulting from the wrongful disclosure of confidential information on the part of 
Contractor, or its subcontractor(s) shall rest with Contractor. Disclosure of any confidential 
information by Contractor or its subcontractor(s) without the express written approval of the 
MDE may result in the immediate termination of this agreement.     

 
23.     MODIFICATION OR RENEGOTIATION 
 
The parties agree to renegotiate the agreement in good faith if federal and/or state revisions to any 
applicable laws or regulations make changes in this agreement necessary. This agreement may be 
modified only by written agreement signed by the parties hereto and approval by the SBE and Public 
Procurement Review Board, if required. 
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24.    ORAL STATEMENTS  
 
No oral statement of any person shall modify or otherwise affect the terms, conditions, or 
specifications stated in this contract. All modifications to the contract shall be made in writing by the 
MDE, agreed to by Contractor and approved by the SBE and Public Procurement Review Board, if 
required. 
 
25.    PERFORMANCE OF CONTRACT BY CONTRACTOR  
 
Contractor hereby agrees to perform the Specified Services herein described in Paragraph 1 above 
in a proper, workmanlike, and dignified manner; warrants that he/she is able to and will perform 
such Specified Services in a manner acceptable to the MDE; and agrees to make all additions, 
deletions and/or changes that may be required by the MDE, as a condition precedent to the 
acceptance of such Specified Services by the MDE. 
 
26.    PERSONNEL 
 
Contractor agrees that, at all times, the employees of contractor furnishing or performing any of 
the services specified under this agreement shall do so in a proper, workmanlike, and dignified 
manner. 
 
27.    PRICE ADJUSTMENT 
 
(1) Price Adjustment Methods. Any adjustments in contract price, pursuant to a clause  

     in this contract, shall be made in one or more of the following ways: 
a. must be stated in the solicitation describing the method in which any price adjustment will 

be calculated, the triggering event which makes the price adjustment clause to be enacted. 
b. by agreement on a fixed price adjustment before commencement of the     

Additional performance;  
c. by unit prices specified in the contract; 
d. by the costs attributable to the event or situation covered by the clause, plus     

appropriate profit or fee, all as specified in the contract; or, 
e. by the price escalation clause. 

 
(2) Submission of Cost or Pricing Data. Contractor shall provide cost or pricing data for any 

price adjustments. 
 
28.    PROCUREMENT REGULATIONS  

 
The contract shall be governed by the applicable provisions of the Mississippi Public Procurement 
Review Board Office of Personal Service Contract Review Rules and Regulations, a copy of which 
is available on the Mississippi Department of Finance and Administration’s website 
(www.dfa.ms.gov). Any Offeror responding to a solicitation for personal and professional services 
and any contractor doing business with a state Agency is deemed to be on notice of all 
requirements therein. 
 
29.    RELEASE FROM LIABILITY 
 
Contractor hereby expressly releases the MDE, its assigns, agents, licensees, affiliates, clients and 
principals, representatives, heirs and successors from any liability from any and all privacy, 
defamation of other claims, demands, injuries, damages and losses of whatsoever nature and 
character alleged to be caused by or arising out of, directly or indirectly, the matters, acts, 
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circumstances and participation covered by this Contract. 
 
30. REPRESENTATION REGARDING CONTINGENT FEES  
 
Contractor represents that it has not retained a person to solicit or secure a State contract upon an 
agreement or understanding for a commission, percentage, brokerage, or contingent fee, except as 
disclosed in Contractor’s bid, application, or qualification packet. 
 
31.    REPRESENTATION REGARDING GRATUITIES  
 
Contractor represents that it has not, is not, and will not offer, give, or agree to give any employee 
or former employee of the MDE a gratuity or offer of employment in connection with any 
approval, disapproval, recommendation, development, or any other action or decision related to 
the solicitation and resulting contract. Contractor further represents that no employee or former 
employee of the MDE has or is soliciting, demanding, accepting, or agreeing to accept a gratuity 
or offer of employment for the reasons previously stated; any such action by an employee or 
former employee in the future, if any, will be rejected by contractor. Contractor further represents 
that it is in compliance with the Mississippi Ethics in Government laws, codified at Mississippi 
Code Annotated §§ 25-4-101 through 25-4-121, and has not solicited any employee or former 
employee to act in violation of said law. 
 
32.    REQUIRED PUBLIC RECORDS AND TRANSPARENCY 

Upon execution of a contract, the provisions of the contract which contain the personal or 
professional services provided, the unit prices, the overall price to be paid, and the term of the 
contract shall not be deemed to be a trade secret or confidential commercial or financial 
information pursuant to Mississippi Code Annotated § 25-61-9(7). The contract shall be posted 
publicly on www.transparency.ms.gov and shall be available for at the Agency for examination, 
inspection, or reproduction by the public. The contractor acknowledges and agrees that the MDE 
and this contract are subject to the Mississippi Public Records Act of 1983 codified at Mississippi 
Code Annotated §§ 25-61-1, et seq. and its exceptions, Mississippi Code Annotated § 79-23-1, and 
the Mississippi Accountability and Transparency Act of 2008, codified at Mississippi Code 
Annotated §§ 27-104-151, et seq. 

 
33.    RIGHT TO AUDIT 
 
Contractor shall maintain such financial records and other records as may be prescribed by the 
MDE or by applicable federal and state laws, rules, and regulations. Contractor shall retain these 
records for a period of three years after final payment, or until they are audited by the MDE, 
whichever event occurs first. These records shall be made available during the term of the contract 
and the subsequent three-year period for examination, transcription, and audit by the Mississippi 
State Auditor’s Office, its designees, or other authorized bodies. 
 
34.    RIGHTS TO MATERIALS 
 
Contractor retains the right to materials used in the performance of the Contract, which was 
developed by Contractor with non-MDE funds.  The MDE is granted non-exclusive license to copy 
the materials for use within the State of Mississippi. 
 
35.    SEVERABILITY  
 
If any part of this agreement is declared invalid or unenforceable, such invalidity or unenforceability 
shall not affect any other provision of the agreement that can be given effect without the invalid or 
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unenforceable provision, and to this end the provisions hereof are severable. In such event, the 
parties shall amend the agreement as necessary to reflect the original intent of the parties and to 
bring any invalid or unenforceable provision in compliance with applicable law. 
 
36.    STATE PROPERTY  
 
Contractor will be responsible for the proper custody and care of any state-owned property 
furnished for Contractor’s use in connection with the performance of this agreement. Contractor 
will reimburse the State for any loss or damage, normal wear and tear excepted. 
 
37.    STOP WORK ORDER 
 
The MDE may, by written order to Contractor at any time, require Contractor to stop all or any part 
of the work called for by this contract. This order shall be for a period of time specified by the MDE. 
Upon receipt of such an order, Contractor shall forthwith comply with its terms and take all 
reasonable steps to minimize any further cost to the MDE. Upon expiration of the stop work order, 
Contractor shall resume providing the services which were subject to the stop work order, unless the 
MDE has terminated that part of the agreement or terminated the agreement in its entirety. The 
MDE is not liable for payment for services which were not rendered due to the stop work order. 
 
38.    TERMINATION   
 

Termination for Convenience. The MDE may, when the interests of the Agency so require, 
terminate this contract in whole or in part, for the convenience of the Agency. The MDE shall give 
written notice of the termination to Contractor specifying the part of the contract terminated and 
when termination becomes effective. Contractor shall incur no further obligations in connection with 
the terminated work and on the date set in the notice of termination Contractor will stop work to the 
extent specified. Contractor shall complete the work not terminated by the notice of termination and 
may incur obligations as are necessary to do so. 

 
      Termination for Default. If the MDE gives the Contractor a notice that the personal or 
professional services are being provided in a manner that is deficient, the Contractor shall have 30 
days to cure the deficiency. If the Contractor fails to cure the deficiency, the MDE may terminate the 
contract for default and the Contractor will be liable for the additional cost to the MDE to procure 
the personal and professional services from another source. Termination under this paragraph could 
result in Contractor being excluded from future contract awards pursuant to Chapter 15 of the Public 
Procurement Review Board Office of Personal Service Contract Review Rules and Regulations. Any 
termination wrongly labelled termination for default shall be deemed a termination for convenience. 
 
39.   TERMINATION UPON BANKRUPTCY  
 
This contract may be terminated in whole or in part by the MDE upon written notice to 
Contractor, if Contractor should become the subject of bankruptcy or receivership proceedings, 
whether voluntary or involuntary, or upon the execution by Contractor of an assignment for the 
benefit of its creditors. In the event of such termination, Contractor shall be entitled to recover 
just and equitable compensation for satisfactory work performed under this contract, but in no 
case shall said compensation exceed the total contract price. 
 
40. TRADE SECRETS, COMMERCIAL AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION  
 
It is expressly understood that Mississippi law requires that the provisions of this contract which 
contain the commodities purchased or the personal or professional services provided, the price to 



Page 11 of 12 
 

 

Revised 11/22/2024 

be paid, and the term of the contract shall not be deemed to be a trade secret or confidential 
commercial or financial information and shall be available for examination, copying, or 
reproduction.  
 

H. COMPENSATION AND FINANCIAL REPORTS  
 
As full consideration for the Specified Services to be performed under this Contract, and for all 
rights, properties, and privileges vested in the MDE by the terms of this Contract, including the 
release of the State Board of Education, MDE, its employees, its assigns, agents, licensees, affiliates, 
clients and principals, representatives, heirs and successors, from any liability for any releases 
granted by the terms of this Contract in perpetuity, the MDE agrees to pay CONTRACTOR using 
the following breakdown: 
 

 Personal Services:  An Amount Not to Exceed $   104,000.00   ($   100.00   /hr. x     1,040   hrs.), 
payable on a biweekly delayed payment schedule after completion of services and submission of 
invoice.   

  
 Travel:  Actual Amounts May Not Exceed $  25,000.00    (May include airfare, lodging, meals, etc. 

as approved by the MDE), reimbursed in accordance with the attached travel policy upon receipt of 
travel voucher after completion of specified services.  
 

 FICA: In addition to the above personal services costs, an amount not to exceed $ 7,956.00   (7.65% 
of the personal services costs) has been added to the total costs of the contract to cover the MDE's 
matching contribution for Social Security and Medicare (FICA). 
 
Retirement:  In addition to the above personal services costs, an amount not to exceed 
$_19,136.00   (18.40% of the personal services costs)  in accordance with the regulations of the 
Public Employees’ Retirement System  (PERS) Board has been added to the total costs of the 
contract to cover the MDE’s contribution to PERS for the amount of compensation received by 
CONTRACTOR. 

 
I. BUDGET NARRATIVE 

 
The Mississippi Department of Education will pay Michael D. Kent an amount not to exceed 
$156,092.00 for the purpose of working with district consolidations, performing administrative 
duties for the Office of School and District Transportation, working with districts of transformation, 
serving as a hearing officer for MDE, and special assignments for the Office of School and District 
Transformation and the State Superintendent from July 1, 2025 through June 30, 2026.  
 
Travel will be reimbursed according to the MDE travel policy. In addition, travel time that equals 
or exceeds two (2) hours (round trip) will be compensated as follows: 
 
* Two (2) to four (4) hours round trip of travel time as determined by the MDE will 
be compensated at one (1) hour of the hourly rate of pay. 
* Travel time in excess of four (4) hours round trip as determined by the MDE will 
be compensated at two (2) hours of the hourly rate of pay. 
 
 
Price Adjustment to Account for Inflation 
 
A price adjustment may be allowed which does not exceed the lesser of either 5% or the annual 
increase in the Consumer Price Index for all Urban Consumers (CPI-U) as published by the United 
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States Bureau of Labor Statistics. Any such price adjustment will be effective only once per 12-
month period, on the anniversary of the contract start date. If the CPI-U is a negative number, no 
adjustment in price shall be allowed. A negative CPI-U shall be counted against any subsequent 
increases in the CPI-U when calculating any price adjustment relative to later contract years. The 
Contractor shall provide any support for the request for a price adjustment required by the MDE. 
The MDE has the sole discretion to determine whether a price adjustment will be allowed. No 
price adjustment will be allowed other than as described in this paragraph. Any approval of a price 
adjustment shall be contained in a duly executed written amendment to this Contract. 
 



REQUEST FOR 
APPLICATIONS 

Full solicitation issued by Agency 

Applicable: ☐YES ☐ NOx



   

          

   

 
  

  

   

       

   

   



   

      

            

          

                  

      

      

               

       

      

      

               

       

          

          

       

                  

       

          

         

         

         

         

          

         

          

            

          



           

          

             

           

         

          

        

        

          



     

    

              
              
            

                  
        

                
               

                
                
                  

                  
            

                   
                       
                 

              
                

               
                   

              
                  
                  

   

               
                
               

        

     

              
                 

                 
        

         

    

               
  

        

           

             
      

           



               
   

                 
 

             

             

               
       

   

               
             

              
    

    

          

        
             
           
               

   

             
    

    
           

     

   

   

                 
                  

                
  

                  
                

                   
 

                   
           

                  
           

           



              
                 

 

    

                
                  

         

   

                   
              

           

              
     

        

    

                  
                

               

          

 

  
                  

               

  
                

               
   

 
             

 
             

    

               
                     

          
               

                 
            

         



    

                   
              

              
             

              
                

     

     

                
                  
  

         

                  
          

   

               
                 
                   

               

   

                   
                     

                
   

     

        

                   
                

             
            

             
      

   

                
                

               
            

           

               
               

           



                   
          

      

             

        

      

              
            

            
   

     

               
              

               

                
   

          

              
  

 

     

         

                  
                 

               
                

                   
        

              
                   

                  
                 

              
                
            

    

             
               

            
             

                  
                

         
           



 
     

                 
                  

                   
               

             

  
   

     
       

   
    

   

                  
                   

               
                   

                
                      

                

                
            

                
 

                    
                  
                 
                  

   

    

         
       

            
            

           
             
          

          
       

              

           



    

                  
              

                 
               

                  

                  
                    

                   
                  

                 
              
       

                
                 

                   
   

    

                
                 

                     
        

       

               
            

              
               

             

                
               

          

    

                 
               

                  
               

               
        

            
     
              

 
        
               
          

           



        
                  

               
                
              
                 
                
        
         
      

    

                 
               

               
   

   

                
                
               

                 
               

                  
                 

                
                 

                
                

        

           

                  
              

      

      
      
    
   
  

  
       

               
          

             

                
               
                

             
           



               
            

          

                
                   

               
    

               
                  

                 
               

          

  

                  
              

                  
                 
                 

            

      

                 
             

   

           



       

              
         

    
                    
                  

               
                    

                
                 

                  
        

  
                 

               
                      

                
                      
                     

                  
                  
       

   
                   

                    
            

  
                

              
                    

     
                 

                
                

              
             

    
                   

                     
                

                  
                

           

    
                  

               

           



                 
                   

               
                    

  

   
                     

                    
                   
                  

                
              

             

   
                  

                    
 

        

                
              
                

                
             

    
                  

               

  
                 

                  
                    
                
               

                  
    

  
              
                

             

                    
       

    
            

              
                 
   

           



                  
                

                 
                  

                
              

 
                 

                   
  

                
         

     
                 

                
             

                 
                 
                

  
                

                
              
                 

  

  
               

                 
                
                 
               
       

           
                

          
                 

             
                 

                   
 

       
                  

               
     

    
                 

                
                 

           



                
           

             

     
                  
                

                  
                 

                  
               

                   
                

  

    
                  

                 
      

   
                  
  

      
                 

                  
                  

                 

  
                 

              

   
             

              
            

  

        

               
           

      

                 
                
            

   
               

                  

           



             
             

                  

   
                   
                 

                     
        

     
                  

            

     
                 
                 

                 
 

  
                

                 
              

                  
              

    
                     

                
               

                 
                  

                  
                

               
        

    
                  
                 

                  
                 

              
  

    
                 
                 

    

           



  
                  
                  

                   
                   

  

   
                
                 

        

    
                      

                      
                  
                  
                   

                    
    

    
                

                   
             

  

             
                  

              
          

    
                

                    
                    

                
              

                
               

  

    
                    

              
                   

              
                

       
                 

                  
                  

        

           



      
                 

                       
               

                
              

                   
                

              
   

    

           



      

        

  

  

   

  

   

         

           

          

           

           

        

       

      

                  
            

  

             

     

                 
               

 

  
   

           



      

            
               

                  
     

                
        

           



     

               
                   

             

  

           

          



     

               
                 

   

                
               

                 
        

               
    

   

  
   

    

   

  
   

    

           



     

      

     

           
               

                 
                 

          

           



PUBLIC NOTICE 
Proof of publication in the newspaper and/or third party recruiting 

website, procurement portal, website, and direct solicitation of 3 
applicants or memorandum that it was not reasonably possible to do so 

Applicable: ☐YES ☐ NOx





Procurement Portal Advertisement Proof 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

MDE Webpage Advertisement Proof 

 

 

 

 



 



Office of Procurement 
Monique Corley 

Procurement Director 
 

   
 

 

 
 
 
March 20, 2025 

 
 
Ms. Amelia Gamble, Director  
Office of Personal Service Contract Review  
501 North West Street, Suite 1301-C  
Jackson, MS 39201  
 
Re: Public Notice 
 
Dear Ms. Gamble:  
 
The Mississippi Department of Education (MDE) has determined it was not reasonably possible to send 
the Request for Application (RFA) directly to a minimum of three potential applicants. Although the MDE 
emailed the RFA to Michael D. Kent, the MDE is not aware of additional potential applicants that could 
perform the core services requested in this solicitation. Furthermore, historically, the MDE has not 
received applications/responses from additional applicants in response to previous RFAs for these 
services.  
 
MDE respectfully requests approval of the attached contract. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
 
Monique Corley 
Procurement Director 
 



RFA 
AMENDMENTS 

All amendments issued; proof of distribution directly to applicants, on 
website, and on procurement portal; memorandum regarding reasonable 

time for distribution (if applicable) 

Applicable: ☐YES ☐ NOx



ALL 
APPLICATIONS 

RECEIVED 
Full copy of all applications received; memorandum regarding single 

application received (if applicable); memorandum regarding 
consideration of late applications (if applicable) 

Applicable: ☐YES ☐ NOx



  

  

   

 

    
       

 



      

      
    

    

         
     

       

         
            

              

      

     

        

      
       

          



        
      

  
  

  

  

     
        

                     
                

           

   
          

                
      

  
   

   
    

        
       
         
          

        

 

               
      

               
       

           

                
                  
  

              

 

 



              

   

        
       

                 

        
             

                
   
                 
         

                 
  

                   
             

                
              
     

            
                 

    
     

  
     

                 
          

        



   

              
                 

           

  

            

   

    
    

    

    

    
             

     
    

   
     

    
             

  
      

  
     

    

  
                        

                    
                        

            

        
 





  

         
          
  

 

           
 

          
    

          

           

           
       

             
      

           
      

          
          

          
           

            
          
  

          

            
       

        

           
  

            
     

 

         



 

       

              
   

              
  

          

             
   

             
      

          
      

         

             
     

 

           

              
 

          

        

            

        





 

 

 

      
       

   

   

              
      

      
       
      

        

             
            

   

        

        

     

    

           
             
             
            

 

        
       

   

   

             
          

           
            

        



 

        

       

   

  

           
            

           



 



 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

    

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

    

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



 

        
 

        

     

       

      



          



                 



        



ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 
OF AMENDMENTS 

Every applicant’s acknowledgement of every amendment (in 
writing) 

Applicable: ☐YES ☐ NO x



EVALUATION OF 
APPLICATIONS 

All documents to determine the responsive and responsible 
determination, evaluation of application, interviews (if 

applicable), and identity of the evaluator(s) 

Applicable: ☐YES ☐ NOx



NOTICE OF INTENT TO 
AWARD 

Notice of Intent to Award; proof of distribution directly to 
applicants, on website, and on procurement portal 

Applicable: ☐YES ☐ NOx



Revised 96/24 1 

OFFICE OF SCHOOL AND DISTRICT TRANSFORMATION 
Mississippi Department of Education 

NOTICE OF INTENT  

NEW AWARD SUMMARY 

Name of Solicitation (RFx): Contract Worker for School and District Transformation 

Dates Advertised:  March 19, 2025 
March 26, 2025 

Submission Due Date: April 21, 2025 

Offeror Submitting Response: Michael D. Kent 

Awarded Vendor: Michael D. Kent 
City and State: Madison, MS 

Scope of Project: The Contractor is expected to provide the following services to 
include but not be limited to: 

• Working with new, upcoming, and recently consolidated school districts, including
serving as a governmental affairs representative for the MDE with Mississippi
school district consolidations;

• Serving as a liaison to interim superintendents in Districts of Transformation;
• Serving as a liaison to interim superintendent in the MS Achievement School

District;
• Performing administrative duties as requested for the Office of Academic

Education;
• Working with administrative and training aspects of the Superintendents

Academy and the Principals Academy which focus on training and mentoring
existing and potential future school district superintendents and principals in
Mississippi; and

• Working on special assignments as requested by the State Superintendent of
Education.

Scope of Contract: 

• Term of Contract:

• Amount to be Awarded:

• Method of Award:

July 1, 2025 – June 30, 2026 

$156,092.00 

Request for Application 

Funding Source: State Funds 



   

Revised 96/24 2 

 
Summary of Selection Process: 
A comprehensive selection process was evaluated according to the criteria stated in the 
solicitation to award contract.  
 
Scoring Criteria:  
  
• Application           10 points  
• Resume and References         70 points  
• Certifications/License         20 points 
 
 
Note: The contract/attachments are made available for public inspection. Please contact 
the Office of Public Reporting to request public records pertaining to the intent to award. 
 
 
Applicants are reminded that the Agency Procurement File is available on the Agency 
website at MDE Bid Announcements – Procurement.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Vendor email- Proof

 

Agency Website Proof 

 

 

 



PPRB APPROVAL 
(FOR AGENCY BENEFIT ONLY-NOT AVAILABLE WHEN 

SUBMITTED TO OPSCR) 

Correspondence with OPSCR, PPRB agenda, PPRB minutes with 
approval, Notice of Contract Award 

Applicable: ☐YES ☐ NO



CANCELLATION 
OR REJECTION 
OF INDIVIDUAL 
APPLICATIONS 

Notice of cancellation and proof of distribution; required written 
determination; correspondence regarding rejection of individual 
applications; information regarding disposition of applications 

Applicable: ☐YES ☐ NOx




