
Minutes of Mississippi Board of Education Meeting 

October 16, 2025 

The members of the Mississippi Board of Education met at 10:00 a.m. on Thursday, 

October 16, 2025, pursuant to Miss. Code Ann. § 25-41-5 for the purpose of conducting 

a regularly scheduled Board meeting. 

The public accessed this meeting via livestream or in-person at the Central High School 

Building, 4° Floor Boardroom, 359 North West Street, Jackson, Mississippi. Board 

members physically present included: Mr. Glen V. East, Mr. Matt Mayo, Dr. Ronnie L. 
McGehee, Mr. Matt Miller, Mr. Mike Pruitt, Ms. Billye Jean Stroud, and Ms. Mary 

Werner. Board members attending virtually: Dr. Wendi Barrett (Biloxi, Mississippi) and 
Mr. Bill Jacobs (Watercolor, Florida). Student Representatives absent: Mr. Crosby 

Parker and Ms. Michelle Xie. Dr. Lance Evans, State Superintendent, was also present. 

I. Mr. Matt Miller called the Board meeting to order at 10:00 a.m., after determining 
that a quorum of the Board existed for the purpose of conducting a meeting. 

II. Mr. Mike Pruitt led the Pledge of Allegiance and Mr. Matt Mayo gave the 

Invocation. 

Il. On a motion by Ms. Mary Werner, seconded by Mr. Mike Pruitt, the Board 

unanimously approved the minutes of September 25, 2025 Board meeting. 

IV. On a motion by Mr. Matt Mayo, seconded by Ms. Billye Jean Stroud, the Board 

approved the agenda as presented. 

V. Recognition Ceremony 

Air Force JROTC Distinguished Unit Award (DUA) 

Lafayette High School 
Lafayette County School District 

Aberdeen High School 
Aberdeen School District 

Air Force JROTC Distinguished Unit with Merit Award (DUAM) and Air 

Force JROTC Silver Star Community Service with Excellence Award 

New Albany High School 
New Albany School District 

Vi. Dr. Lance Evans gave the following report as the State Superintendent of 

Education: 

e He stated MDE presented at the two-day Senate Education Committee 

Hearing last week at the Capitol. The first day focused on how Mississippi
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improved student achievement over the past decade. The second day 

focused on MDE initiatives to continue improving student outcomes, 

address chronic absenteeism, support D and F-rated schools and districts, 
and build a strong workforce of teachers and school and district leaders. 

He stated the chronic absenteeism report will be released today for the 
2024-2025 school year. He stated the statewide rate rose from 24.4% in 

2023-2024 to 27.6% in 2024-2025. Chronic absenteeism in high school is 
driving the overall increase. The rates declined in elementary and middle 

school from 2023-2024 to 2024-2025 but increased from 30% to 39% in 
high school. 
He and Ms. Holly Spivey met with House Speaker Jason White to provide a 

general update from MDE and discussed legislative priorities for the 
upcoming session. 

He stated this morning he met with Representative Sam Creekmore about 

the Healthy Mississippi Act. 

He and members of the Executive Leadership Team met with the PEER 

Committee yesterday to provide input on PEER9s recommendations 
resulting from reviews conducted by Glimpse/Level Data from FY 2023 to 
2025. He states the recommendations mainly focused on opportunities for 

efficiencies in school districts in the areas of technology, child nutrition, 
transportation, and human resources, and how the MDE could assist 

through enhanced data collection and monitoring. 

He stated MDE hosted 90 members of the Student Advisory Council at the 

Capitol, and this was the first meeting of the year. The Council included 
juniors and seniors from across the state who were accepted through an 

application process, as well as State Board of Education representative 
semifinalists and junior and senior representatives. 

He stated that the final standard setting meeting was held for accountability 

summative ratings to build upon the recommendations from the 

Accountability Task Force to establish new requirements for how schools 
and districts receive A-F letter grades. MDE is finalizing the proposal to 

bring to the Commission on School Accreditation and then to the State 
Board in November. He thanked Mr. Glen V. East for participating in the 

standard setting work as a State Board representative and district 

superintendent. 

He stated he and ELT members completed the strategic plan focus groups 
with Studer Education and students, teachers, principals, superintendents, 

legislators, IHL and community college leaders, business leaders, and 

education stakeholder groups. He stated that Studer Education will provide 
MDE with a report that distills the feedback from all focus groups. 

He stated that he had the following speaking engagements: 
o Spoke ona panel yesterday during the first day of inaugural Ascent 

to 55% Convening at the Jackson Convention Center. 
o Spoke at an event honoring the current Mississippi Excellence in 

Teaching (METP) Scholars at Mississippi State University.
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VIII. 

o Spoke ona panel at the Digital Innovation Conference in Tupelo 

called, <Future Ready: A CEO9s Perspective on Technology and 
Tomorrow9s Workforce,= with leaders from Toyota Mississippi, 

Renasant Bank, and North Mississippi Health Services. 

o Interviewed by SuperTalk about workforce preparation, updates 
from MDE, and the upcoming legislative session. 

o Spoke to educators in the Pontotoc County School District during 
the district's Industry and Education Day. 

He stated that he had the opportunity to tour the Children9s Center for 
Communication and Development and the DuBard School for Language 

Disorders at the University of Southern Mississippi. He stated that he was 
extremely impressed by both centers. 

Report of the Chair 

Mr. Miller stated that he is continuing to learn about the Chair position. He 
has been working with Mr. Mike Pruitt and Mr. Bill Jacobs to develop a new 

subcommittee to help assist with the districts of transformation and the state 

schools. 

No Reports of Student Representatives. 

No Report on State Board of Education Subcommittee meetings. 

Discussion and/or Approval of Board Items 

01. Information: Presentations by Interim Superintendents of the Districts of 
Transformation on their 2024-2025 Accountability Results, Including an 
Evaluation of District Performance, Identification of Root Causes for 
Decreased Ratings, and Plans of Action to Address Findings (John Ferrell) 

Mr. John Ferrell introduced the Interim Superintendents of the Districts of 
Transformation: Dr. Stanley Ellis, Humphreys County School District; Dr. Earl 

Watkins, Yazoo City School District; and Dr. Washington Cole, Noxubee County 

School District. They presented their 2024-2025 Accountability Results, 
Including an Evaluation of District Performance, Identification of Root Causes for 

Decreased Ratings, and Plans of Action to Address Findings. 

02. Action: Approval to begin the Administrative Procedures Act process: To 

revise Miss. Admin. Code 7-24: Mississippi Public School Accountability 

Standards, 2025 specifically Accreditation Policy 2.9: Conditions of 
Emergency Status, Placement in a District of Transformation and 
Withdrawal of Accreditation, in accordance with Miss. Code Ann. § 37-17- 

6 [Goals 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, and 6 4 MBE Strategic Plan] (Paula Vanderford)
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On a motion by Mr. Glen V. East, seconded by Mr. Matt Mayo, the Board 

unanimously approved item 02. (copy attached). 

03. Action: Approval of the MDE Contract [Goals 1, 2, and 4 4 MBE Strategic 

Plan] (Kym Wiggins) 

03.A. Action: Award renewal contract to TransAct Communications, LLC 

to provide standardized parent notifications in multiple languages to 
ensure compliance with federal requirements [Goals 1, 2, and 4 4 

MBE Strategic Plan] (Wendy Clemons) 

On a motion by Mr. Glen V. East, seconded by Ms. Mary Werner, the Board 

unanimously approved item 03.A. (copy attached). 

04. Consent Agenda 

A. Approval of monthly expenditures for the Mississippi School of the 

Arts (Wendy Clemons) 

Approval of monthly expenditures for the Mississippi Schools for 

the Deaf and the Blind (Wendy Clemons) 

Approval of revised annual FY26 budget to include the close out of 

FY25 for the Mississippi School of the Arts (Wendy Clemons) 

Approval of revised annual FY26 budget to include the close out of 
FY25 for the Mississippi Schools for the Deaf and the Blind 

(Wendy Clemons) 

Information: Report on action of the Commission on School 

Accreditation concerning the assignment of district accreditation 

statuses (Paula Vanderford) 

Approval to begin the Administrative Procedures Act process: To 
revise Mississippi Administrative Code 7 4 4: Part 4: Licensure 

Guidelines K-12 to establish criteria for obtaining a supplemental 
endorsement in the area of Athletic Administrator that may be 
added to a valid five-year standard Class AA or higher license type 

upon completion of a Mississippi State Board of Education (SBE) 
approved program in Interscholastic Athletic Administration 

(Paula Vanderford) 

Approval to begin the Administrative Procedures Act process: To 

revise Miss. Admin. Code 7 4 4: Part 4: Licensure Guidelines K-12 

to update Appendix |: Glossary (Paula Vanderford)
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Approval to begin the Administrative Procedures Act process: To 

revise Miss. Admin. Code: 7 4 4: Part 4: Licensure Guidelines K- 
12 to establish criteria for the issuance of a Two-Year Provisional 

license via Reciprocity to individuals seeking Mississippi educator 

licensure through the use of certain valid license types that are less 
than standard and issued by an educator licensing authority outside 

of Mississippi (Paula Vanderford) 

Approval to begin the Administrative Procedures Act process: To 

revise Miss. Admin. Code 7 4 4: Part 4: Licensure Guidelines K-12 
to expand existing criteria related to the one-time one-year 

extension of a provisional nonrenewable entry-level teaching 

license obtained by way of completion of prelicensure requirements 
as part of nontraditional teacher preparation programs that lead to a 

standard Mississippi teaching license (Paula Vanderford) 

Approval of Blue Mountain Christian University9s request to modify 

its existing approved initial licensure-track programs: Bachelor of 

Science in Education in Biology 7-12, Elementary Education K-3 
and K-6, English 7-12, Mathematics 7-12, Social Science 7-12, 

Spanish K-12, and Bachelor of Music Education with emphasis 

areas of Instrumental K-12 and Vocal K-12 (Paula Vanderford) 

Approval of Blue Mountain Christian University9s request to modify 
its existing approved initial licensure-track program: Bachelor of 

Science in Education in Physical Education K-12 
(Paula Vanderford) 

Approval of Mississippi College9s request to delete two (2) 

approved traditional teacher educator preparation initial licensure- 
track Bachelor of Education Programs in Biology 7-12 and 

Chemistry 7-12 and two (2) licensure-track Master of Education 
programs in Athletic Administration K-12 and Science, Technology, 

Engineering, and Mathematics (STEM) K-12 (Paula Vanderford) 

Approval of Mississippi College9s request to modify course titles 

and clinical hours within its existing approved licensure-track 
Master of Education in Educational Leadership (K-12) program 

(Paula Vanderford) 

Approval of Mississippi College9s request to modify course codes 

and titles within its existing Elementary Education (K-6) approved 

supplemental endorsement program (Paula Vanderford)
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O. Approval of Mississippi College9s request to modify required 

courses, by removing courses, aligning equivalent course work, 

and reducing the number of required hours within its approved 
Mild/Moderate Disability (7-12) supplemental endorsement program 

(Paula Vanderford) 

Approval of Mississippi State University9s request to modify 

required courses for its existing Computer Science (K-6) and 

Computer Science (7-12) approved supplemental endorsement 

programs (Paula Vanderford) 

Approval of Tougaloo College9s request to modify required courses 

within its existing approved Reading (K-12) supplemental 

endorsement program (Paula Vanderford) 

Approval of The University of Mississippi's request to modify 
required courses within its existing initial licensure-track Bachelor of 

Arts in Education Early Childhood PreK-K (Child Development) 

program (Paula Vanderford) 

Approval of The University of Mississippi's request to modify course 

codes within its existing Elementary Education (K-6) approved 
supplemental endorsement program (Paula Vanderford) 

Approval of The University of Mississippi's request to establish a 
licensure-track Master of Arts in Teaching (MAT) Elementary 

Education (K-6) program (Paula Vanderford) 

Approval of William Carey University9s request to modify required 

courses within its existing approved Mild/Moderate Disability (7-12) 
supplemental endorsement program (Paula Vanderford) 

Approval of William Carey University9s request to modify required 
courses within its existing approved Reading (K-12) supplemental 

endorsement program (Paula Vanderford) 

Approval of William Carey University9s request to establish a 

licensure-track Interscholastic Athletic Administration K-12 
Supplemental Endorsement, pending SBE approval of the request 

to establish the newly proposed Athletic Administrator supplemental 

endorsement licensure criteria to be included in the Guidelines for 
Mississippi Educator Licensure K-12 (Paula Vanderford)
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X. Approval to revise student teacher ratio requirements beginning 

with the 2025-2026 school year and begin the Administrative 
Procedures Act process for the following: (Paula Vanderford) 
A. To revise the Mississippi Public School Accountability 

Standards, 2025 specifically, Process Standard 28.6 
B. To revise the Mississippi Nonpublic School Accountability 

Standards, 2025 specifically, Process Standard 24.7 

On a motion by Mr. Mike Pruitt, seconded by Ms. Billye Jean Stroud, the Board 
unanimously approved items A., B., C., D., F., G., H., L., J., K., L., M., N., O., P., 

Q.,R.,S., T., U., V., W., and X. (copy attached). 

Xl. Consideration of Executive Session 

Mr. Matt Mayo moved that the Board consider making a closed determination of the 
need to go into Executive Session. Dr. Ronnie L. McGehee seconded the motion, and 

the motion passed by unanimous vote. Mr. Matt Miller asked for legal counsel to remain 

in the room. 

Mr. Matt Mayo then moved that the Board go into Executive Session for the discussion 

of discrete personnel matters and with respect to investigative proceedings regarding 

allegations of misconduct or violations of law within the Holmes County Consolidated 
School District, in accordance with Miss. Code Ann. § 25-41-7 (4)(a),(d), and (k). Ms. 
Billye Jean Stroud seconded the motion, which passed by unanimous vote. Ms. Erin 
Meyer informed the public of the Board9s vote to go into Executive Session for the 
above stated reasons. 

Minutes of the Executive Session 

During the Executive Session, the Board discussed discrete personnel matters with 

respect to investigative proceedings regarding allegations of misconduct or violations of 

law within the Holmes County Consolidated School District, in accordance with Miss. 

Code Ann. § 25-41-7 (4)(a), (d), and (k). 

On a motion by Dr. Ronnie L. McGehee, seconded by Mr. Matt Mayo, the Board voted 
unanimously to come out of the Executive Session. 

The public came back into the Board meeting and Mr. Miller reported that during the 

Executive Session the Board took the following actions. 

1. Onamotion by Mr. Matt Mayo, seconded by Mr. Mike Pruitt, the Board 

unanimously approved to terminate the employment of Dr. Jennifer Wilson, serving 
as Interim Superintendent in the Holmes County Consolidated School District. 

2. Onamotion by Mr. Matt Mayo, seconded by Mr Mike Pruitt, the Board 

unanimously approved an emergency appointment of Dr. George Gilreath to serve
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XIV. 

as Interim Superintendent in the Holmes County Consolidated School District for a 

time not to exceed June 30, 2026, and an amount not to exceed $89,000.00. 
On a motion by Ms. Mary Werner, seconded by Ms. Billye Jean Stroud, the Board 

unanimously approved to terminate the employment of John May with the Holmes 

County Consolidated School District. 
On a motion by Mr. Matt Mayo, seconded by Dr. Ronnie L. McGehee, the Board 

unanimously approved for Dr. Washington Cole to exercise the 90-day termination 

clause and terminate the professional legal services contract with the May Law 
Firm in the Noxubee County School District and require detailed invoices for any 

and all services rendered. 

State Board of Education 

1. Noreport of meetings attended. 

2. Onamotion from Mr. Glen V. East, seconded by Mr. Matt Mayo, any Board 

member can attend the Mississippi Association of School Administrators 

(MASA) Conference on October 26, 27, and 28, 2025 at the Sheraton Hotel 
in Flowood, Mississippi. The program is heavily laden with Al. 

Other Business 

Ms. Mary Werner stated she has been asked by the Speaker of the House to 

come and speak at the House Education Committee next week. 

Mr. Glen V. East reminded the Board of the December 17, 2025, NASBE, school 

board training that is scheduled for the day before the December 18, 2025 Board 
meeting. 

Mr. Miller stated the November Board meeting will be held on November 20, 
2025 in Jackson, Mississippi at the Central High School Building in the 4" Floor 
Boardroom starting at 10:00 a.m. 

Adjournment 

On amotion by Mr. Matt Mayo, seconded by Dr. Wendi Barrett, the Board voted 

unanimously to adjourn the meeting at 1:18 p.m. 

Approved: 

MWatll24 
Matt Miller, Board Chair C ince 2 

Mississippi Board of Education Executive Secretary 

Mississippi Board of Education


