Minutes of Mississippi Board of Education Meeting

November 14, 2025

The members of the Mississippi Board of Education met in a Special-Called Board
meeting at 10:30 a.m. on Friday, November 14, 2025, via teleconference pursuant to
Miss. Code Ann. § 25-41-5 for the purpose of addressing the current financial conditions
in the Okolona Separate School District and further actions which may be warranted by
the Mississippi Board of Education.

The location of the meeting available to the public was the Central High School Building,
Suite 311, 359 North West Street, Jackson, Mississippi. Board members present
virtually included: Mr. Glen V. East (Gulfport, Mississippi), Dr. Wendi Barrett (Biloxi,
Mississippi)', Mr. Bill Jacobs (Charleston, South Carolina), Dr. Ronnie L. McGehee
(Madison, Mississippi), Mr. Matt Mayo (Oxford, Mississippi), Mr. Matt Miller (Semmes,
Alabama), Mr. Mike Pruitt (D’lberville, Mississippi)?, Ms. Billye Jean Stroud (New
Albany, Mississippi), and Ms. Mary Werner (Saltillo, Mississippi). Dr. Lance Evans was
present in Verona, Mississippi.

Mr. Matt Miller, Chair, called the Board meeting to order at 10:34 a.m.

Mr. Miller noted that the Special-Called meeting of the Board of Education was
being held today via teleconference pursuant to Miss. Code Ann. § 25-41-5 and
that the notice of this meeting was posted in accordance with state law and
included the date, time, place, and purpose of the meeting and identified the
location of the meeting available to the public. Mr. Miller also stated that an
audio recording was being made of the meeting and that minutes were being
recorded of the meeting. Mr. Miller stated that a quorum of the Board was
present at the locations stated for the purpose of conducting a meeting through
teleconference means. Mr. Miller stated that this is a Special-Called Board
meeting and therefore the only business that can be transacted is that which has
been specified in the call of this meeting.

There were no remarks from the State Superintendent of Education.

On a motion by Dr. Ronnie L. McGehee, seconded by Ms. Mary Werner, the
Board voted unanimously to approve the agenda as presented.

Discussion of Board Item

01. Action: Consideration and determination by the State Board of Education
that the Okolona Separate School District is impaired with a serious lack of

1 Dr. Wendy Barrett left the meeting at 11:36 a.m., following Executive Session.
2 Mr. Mike Pruitt left the meeting at 11:10 a.m. during Executive Session. He did not vote on any items during
Executive Session.



Mississippi Board of Education — Minutes
Page 2
November 14, 2025

financial resources which warrants their placement into a District of
Transformation [Goals 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, and 6 — MBE Strategic Plan]

Dr. Jo Ann Malone and Ms. Kym Wiggins updated the Board on the financial
status of the Okolona Separate School District.

V. Consideration of Executive Session

Mr. Matt Mayo moved that the Board consider making a closed determination of

the need to go into Executive Session. Mr. Mike Pruitt seconded the motion, and
the motion passed by unanimous vote. Mr. Matt Miller asked for legal counsel to
remain in the meeting.

Mr. Matt Mayo then moved that the Board go into Executive Session for
discussions and deliberations with respect to investigative proceedings regarding
allegations of misconduct or violations of law in accordance with Miss. Code Ann.
§ 25-41-7(4)(d). Specifically, regarding whether the Board finds there is sufficient
cause to determine that the Okolona Separate School District is impaired by a
lack of serious financial resources in accordance with Miss. Code Ann. § 37-17-
6(12)(b)(iii). Mr. Glen V. East seconded the motion and the Board voted
unanimously to go into Executive Session. Ms. Erin Meyer informed the public of
the Board’s vote to go into Executive Session for the above stated reasons.

Minutes of the Executive Session

During the Executive Session, the Board discussed and deliberated with respect
to investigative proceedings regarding allegations of misconduct or violations of
law in accordance with Miss. Code Ann. § 25-41-7(4)(d). Specifically, regarding
whether the Board finds there is sufficient cause to determine that the Okolona
Separate School District is impaired by a lack of serious financial resources in
accordance with Miss. Code Ann. § 37-17-6(12)(b)(iii).

On a motion by Mr. Matt Mayo, seconded by Ms. Billye Jean Stroud, the Board
unanimously voted to come out of the Executive Session.

The public came back into the Board meeting and Mr. Miller reported that during
the Executive Session the Board took the following actions:

1. On a motion by Mr. Bill Jacobs, seconded by Mr. Matt Mayo, the Board voted
unanimously that the Okolona Separate School is impaired with a serious lack
of financial resources which warrants their placement into a District of
Transformation.

2. On a motion by Mr. Matt Mayo, seconded by Mr. Glen V. East, the Board
voted unanimously to officially abolish the Okolona Separate School District
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and its existing school board and superintendent.

Mr. Matt Miller read a resolution into the record regarding the determination of
impairment and placement of the Okolona Separate School District into a
District of Transformation, and the abolishment of the District and its existing
school board and superintendent.

3. On a motion by Mr. Matt Mayo, seconded by Mr. Bill Jacobs, the Board voted
unanimously to authorize Mr. John Ferrell to serve temporarily as the Interim
Superintendent for the Okolona Separate School District as other duties
assigned until the State Board of Education appoints a permanent Interim
Superintendent.

4. On a motion by Mr. Matt Mayo, seconded by Mr. Bill Jacobs, the Board voted
unanimously to approve up to $3,000,000.00 from the School District
Emergency Assistance Fund to the Okolona Separate School District.

VI.  On a motion by Dr. Ronnie L. McGehee, seconded by Ms. Mary Werner, the
Board unanimously voted to adjourn the meeting at 11:43 a.m.

Approved:
Matt Miller, Ch'air Lance Evans
Mississippi Board of Education Executive Secretary

Mississippi Board of Education



