
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

What CN program should I offer? – A Decision Tree for K-12 Schools 

On the day you want to provide reimbursable meals, is the academic school attached to the site offering academic instruction (either virtual or in-person)?  

What type of instruction? 

Regular 
School Day   

“Saturday” 
School or other 
remedial day   

Summer 
School   

How would you categorize this break 
from the regular school year?     

Intercession / 
Spring Break / 
Fall Break 

Summer Break   

Will this break (entire length of 
break from regular academic 
school) last 10 or more consecutive 
days?      

YES NO 

You should 
operate SSO. 
Site must be Area 
Eligible.   

There is no program designed for 
this scenario. Contact the SA to 
seek special, prior approval to 
operate SSO. Site must be Area 
Eligible. 

You have the 
option to 
implement either 
SSO or SFSP. Site 
must be Area Eligible.    

Is the academic school closure anticipated or unanticipated?      

Anticipated   Un - Anticipated  (natural 
disaster, water crisis, public 
health crisis) 

Contact the SA immediately 
to inquire about the 
possibility of operating 
SFSP during the 
unanticipated closure. If the 
site is not Area Eligible an 
additional waiver is necessary.  

NSLP/SBP   Do you want to be 
closed enrolled and 
only offer meals to 
summer school 
participants?  

YES 

You MUST operate closed 
enrolled NSLP/SBP (and charge 

accordingly) . You are not 
eligible for SFSP/SSO. Contact 
SA for Required form in order to 
operate NSLP/SBP during summer 
break.  

NO, I want to serve all 
kids in my community 

You should operate 
NSLP/SBP – but keep in 
mind, you can only feed 
students that are on site, 
receiving the instruction.   
Contact SA for Required form. 

YES 
NO 

After School 
Clubs or 
Enrichment 

Is instruction “integral” 
or required for 
graduation or passing 
to next grade?    

YES NO 

You should 
operate CACFP At 
Risk. Site must be 
Area Eligible.   

You can operate 
either NSLP Snack or 
CACFP At Risk (snack 
or supper). Site must 
be Area Eligible.   

Are you Area Eligible?  

NO YES 

You have the option 
to implement either 
SSO or SFSP.  

Is this a camp? (either day camp 
or overnight) 

Summer Camp 
(either day camp 
or overnight)       

YES 
NO 

How many (reimbursable) meals 
a day will the camp provide?  

1 or 2 3 

Intercession / Fall 
Break / Spring 
Break       

Camps can operate under 
SFSP but the site must take 
meal applications and will 
ONLY be reimbursed for meals 
served to free/reduced 
eligible campers  

You have the 
option to 
implement either 
SSO or SFSP. Site 
must be Area Eligible.    

AREA ELIGIBLE DEFINITION 

Proposed site is located in the attendance area of a school, 
Census Block Group, or census tract where at least 50% or 
greater of the children are eligible for free or reduced-price 
school meals.  

 

Will this break (entire length of break 
from “regular” academic school) last 
10 or more consecutive days?      

YES NO 

You should 
operate SSO. 
Site must be 
Area Eligible.   

You should 
operate 
NSLP/SBP. Contact 
SA for Required form.  


