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Home School FAQ

1.

Where do I find information about programs or organizations to help to home
school my child?

You may find a list of home school groups in Mississippi at this website: https://www.home-
school.com/groups/MS.php. The Mississippi Department of Education (MDE) does not
promote one program over another.

. Will my child receive credit for homeschooling if he or she returns to the public-

school setting?

Each district decides whether it will accept grades or completion credit for any classes
completed while homeschooling. Families are advised to speak with their school district before
beginning a home school program to learn the district’s policy for awarding credit for home
school classes. For example, a district may require testing to decide the grade in which a
student may enroll.

How do I register my child for home school?

Contact your local School Attendance Officer (SAO) or the MDE Office of Compulsory School
Attendance to complete a home school enrollment card for each child you wish to register. You
may only use the card provided by the Office of Compulsory School Attendance. A student is
not considered enrolled until the SAO or MDE staff member has received the completed
enrollment form.

Note: If your child is currently enrolled in a public school, please contact the school district to
let them know your child is withdrawing to home school.

Who completes the enrollment card?

The student’s legal guardian must complete the enrollment card. If there is equally shared
custody, then both legal guardians must sign the card.

. What is the deadline for registration to home school?

The deadline for home school registration is September 15 each year. Children must be
registered for home school annually. It is strongly recommended to register when school starts
back locally. You do not have to wait until September 15.
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Mississippi State Board of Education Home School Policy

Rule 30.7 Home School Guidelines. Pursuant to the Mississippi Code of 1972 Annotated Section 37-
13-91, the Mississippi Legislature requires all compulsory-school-age children who have attained or
will attain the age of six (6) years on or before September 1 of the calendar year and who have not
attained the age of seventeen (17) years on or before September 1 of the calendar year; to enroll in
and attend a public, private or home school.

1. A parent, guardian or custodian of a compulsory-school-age child in this state shall cause
the child to enroll in and attend a public school or legitimate nonpublic school for the period
of time that the child is of compulsory school age, except under the following
circumstances:

a. When a compulsory-school-age child is physically, mentally or emotionally incapable of
attending school as determined by the appropriate school official based upon sufficient
medical documentation.

b. When a compulsory-school-age child is enrolled in and pursuing a course of special
education, remedial education or education for handicapped or physically or mentally
disadvantaged children.

c. When a compulsory-school-age child is being educated in a legitimate home
instruction program.

2. The parent, guardian or custodian of a compulsory-school-age child enrolled in home
school must complete a certificate of enrollment.

3. The appropriate school official for any or all children attending a nonpublic school shall
complete a “certificate of enrollment” in order to facilitate the administration of this
section.

4. The certificate of enrollment shall be prepared and maintained by the Mississippi
Department of Education, Office of Compulsory School Attendance Enforcement.

5. The Office of Compulsory School Attendance Enforcement shall be the only authorized
entity to disseminate and collect the certificates of enrollment. Certificates of Enrollment
will not be provided to school district personnel for distribution.

6. School district personnel must notify the Office of Compulsory School Attendance
Enforcement (state school attendance officer) if a parent, guardian or custodian is seeking to
enroll a compulsory-school-age child in home school.

July 2020



*

MISSISSIPPI

DEPARTMENT OF
| | EDUCATION

Ensuring a bright ﬁturc for every child

7. District personnel cannot at any time complete a certificate of enrollment. The certificate
of enrollment must be completed by the parent, guardian or custodian of the compulsory-
school-age child enrolling in a home school program.

8. The school attendance officer will provide the parent, guardian or custodian with
information and documents to ensure compliance with the Compulsory School
Attendance Law.

9. The certificate of enrollment shall be designed to obtain the following information only:

a. The name, address, telephone number, and date of birth of the compulsory-school- age
child;

b. The name, address and telephone number of the parent, guardian or custodian of the
compulsory-school-age child;

c. A simple description of the type of education the compulsory-school-age child is
receiving and, if the child is enrolled in a nonpublic school, the name and address of the
school; and

d. The signature of the parent, guardian or custodian of the compulsory-school-age
child or, for any or all compulsory-school-age child or children attending a nonpublic
school, the signature of the appropriate school official and the date signed.

10. The certificate of enrollment shall be returned to the school attendance officer where the
child resides on or before September 15 of each year. Any parent, guardian or custodian
found by the school attendance officer to be in noncompliance with this section shall
comply, after written notice of the noncompliance by the school attendance officer, with this
subsection within ten (10) days after the notice or be in violation of this section. However, in
the event the child has been enrolled in a public school within fifteen (15) calendar days after
the first day of the school year as required in Mississippi Code of 1972 Annotated Section
37-13-91 (6), the parent or custodian may, at a later date, enroll the child in a legitimate
nonpublic school or legitimate home instruction program and send the certificate of
enrollment to the school attendance officer and be in compliance with this subsection.

11. For the purposes of this subsection, a legitimate nonpublic school or legitimate home
instruction program shall be those not operated or instituted for the purpose of avoiding or
circumventing the compulsory attendance law.

Therefore, a “Certificate of Enrollment “for students beyond the compulsory school attendance age
will only be accepted if a student is or has been previously enrolled in a home instruction program
and/or the student was enrolled in a home instruction program at any time prior to exceeding the
compulsory school attendance age.
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Certificates of Enrollment will not be accepted for individuals registering to enroll in a
home instruction program, for the first time. that have exceeded the compulso

school age nor will the student be considered as a “transfer to home school”.

Source: Miss. Code Ann. §37-13-91, et seq. (Adopted 8/2013)

Home School Section of Compulsory School Attendance Law (Miss. Code
Ann. §37-13-91)

(c) When a compulsory-school-age child is being educated in a legitimate home instruction
program.

The parent, guardian or custodian of a compulsory-school-age child described in this subsection, or
the parent, guardian or custodian of a compulsory-school-age child attending any charter school or
nonpublic school, or the appropriate school official for any or all children attending a charter school
or nonpublic school shall complete a "certificate of enrollment" in order to facilitate the
administration of this section.

The form of the certificate of enrollment shall be prepared by the Office of Compulsory School
Attendance Enforcement of the State Department of Education and shall be designed to obtain the
following information only:

(i) The name, address, telephone number and date of birth of the compulsory-school-age child;

(ii) The name, address and telephone number of the parent, guardian or custodian of the
compulsory-school-age child;

(iii) A simple description of the type of education the compulsory-school-age child is receiving
and, if the child is enrolled in a nonpublic school, the name and address of the school; and

(iv) The signature of the parent, guardian or custodian of the compulsory-school-age child or, for
any or all compulsory-school-age child or children attending a charter school or nonpublic school,
the signature of the appropriate school official and the date signed.

The certificate of enrollment shall be returned to the school attendance officer where the child
resides on or before September 15 of each year. Any parent, guardian or custodian found by the
school attendance officer to be in noncompliance with this section shall comply, after written notice
of the noncompliance by the school attendance officer, with this subsection within ten (10) days after
the notice or be in violation of this section. However, in the event the child has been enrolled in a
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public school within fifteen (15) calendar days after the first day of the school year as required in
subsection (6), the parent or custodian may, at a later date, enroll the child in a legitimate nonpublic
school or legitimate home instruction program and send the certificate of enrollment to the school
attendance officer and be in compliance with this subsection.

For the purposes of this subsection, a legitimate nonpublic school or legitimate home instruction
program shall be those not operated or instituted for the purpose of avoiding or
circumventing the compulsory attendance law.
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