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OFFICE OF CHIEF ACCOUNTABILITY OFFICER 
Summary of State Board of Education Agenda Items 

November 7, 2019 
 
 

OFFICE OF ACCREDITATION 
 
07. Action: Revise Miss. Admin. Code 7-3: 36.4, State Board Policy Chapter 36, Rule 

36.4: Assessments Required for Graduation [Goals 1, 2, 4, and 6 - MBE Strategic 
Plan] 

          (Has cleared the Administrative Procedures Act Process with public comments) 
 

Background Information:  The Commission on School Accreditation (CSA) met on 
Monday, August 19, 2019 in a special-called meeting to consider the vote of the 
Assessment Task Force and the results of the teacher survey regarding the 
continuance of the U.S. History End-of-Course (EOC) assessment. The CSA voted 
unanimously to submit a request to the SBE to begin the APA process to eliminate 
the U.S. History EOC assessment. 

 
The public comment period was open through 5:00 p.m. October 22, 2019. One 
hundred eight (108) comments were received during this process: 27 comments 
opposed the elimination of the U. S. History EOC assessment, 42 comments were  
in favor of eliminating the U. S. History EOC assessment, and 39 comments were 
off-topic or unclear as to their position regarding the elimination of the U. S. History 
EOC assessment. Two (2) of the 108 comments were received after the deadline 
but are included in the backup materials. 
 
This item references Goals 1, 2, 4, and 6 of the Mississippi Board of Education 
2018-2022 Strategic Plan. 

 
Recommendation:  Denial 
 
Back-up material attached 
 

 



Chapter 36: Graduation Requirements  
 
Rule 36.4 Assessments Required for Graduation  
 

1. All students enrolled in one of the four (4) end-of-course Subject Area Test courses must 
pass the course and participate in the applicable end-of-course Subject Area Test in order 
to earn the Carnegie Unit.  
 
Beginning with school year 2020-2021, students will be no longer be required to take the 
U.S. History end-of-course assessment. All students enrolled in one (1) of the three (3) 
end-of-course Subject Area Test courses must pass the course and participate in the 
applicable end-of-course assessment in order to earn the Carnegie Unit.  The three (3) end-
of-course Subject Area Test course are: 

• Algebra I 
• Biology I 
• English II 

 
2. Beginning with school year 2014-2015, students shall graduate by passing the course 
and meeting one (1) of the following options:  

• Passing the applicable end-of-course Subject Area Test, or  
• Using options outlined in Chapter 36, Rule 36.5, or  
• Using the end-of-course Subject Area Test score with the overall course grade 

based on the Concordance Table for each of the four (4) end-of-course Subject 
Area Test as provided to school districts by the Mississippi Department of 
Education. (Students must be enrolled in order to utilize this option.)  

 
3. Beginning with school year 2015-2016, in addition to number two (2) above, all students 
enrolled may achieve a combined minimum score from the end-of-course Subject Area 
Test to meet the requirement for graduation in lieu of passing the applicable end-of-course 
Subject Area Test.  
 
4. Any Mississippi public school student who fails to pass a required end-of-course Subject 
Area Test, prior to school year 2016-2017, will be offered opportunities to retake the test.  
 
Archived Information Regarding Chapter 36, Rule 36.4 for Students Graduating 
Prior to School Year 2014-2015:  
 
Academic end-of-course Subject Area Tests were phased in during the 2001-2002 school 
year to replace the Functional Literacy Examination (FLE) as a requirement for graduation.  
1.  Students who began 9th grade PRIOR to 1999-2000 must pass the Functional 

Literacy Examination (FLE).  
2.  Students who began 9th grade in school year 1999-2000 must pass the Functional 

Literacy Examination (FLE) plus the Subject Area Test in U.S. History.  
3.  Students who began 9th grade in school year 2000-2001 must pass the mathematics 

section of the FLE plus the Subject Area Tests in U.S. History and English II.  
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4.  Students who began 9th grade in 2001-2002 must pass the mathematics section of 
the FLE plus the Subject Area Tests in U.S. History, English II, and Biology.  

5.  Students who began 9th grade in 2002-2003 must pass the end-of-course Subject 
Area Tests in U. S. History, English II, Biology, and Algebra I. Students who began 
9th grade in 2003-2004 and each year thereafter must pass all required end-of-
course Subject Area Tests in U.S. History, English II, Biology, and Algebra I.  

 
Source: Miss Code Ann. §§ 37-17-6 and 37-16-7 (Revised 4/2015, 4/2016, 6/2018, TBD) 
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Administrative Procedures Act (APA) Public Comments 

The Office of Accreditation received 108 APA comment(s) regarding the proposed 
revisions to Chapter 36, Rule 36.4: Assessments Required for Graduation to eliminate 
the administration of the U. S. History End-of-Course assessment effective school year 
2020-2021:  

• 27 comments in opposition of eliminating the U.S. History End-of-Course
Assessment

• 42 comments in favor of eliminating the U.S. History End-of-Course Assessment

• 39 comments were off-topic or unclear as to their position regarding the proposal 
to eliminate the U.S. History End-of-Course assessment. (Note:  33 of the 39 
comments were duplicate comments but from 33 different individuals affiliated with 
the Hollandale School District.  The comment is noted only once in the chart.)
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The Office of Accreditation received the following 27 APA comment(s) opposing the 
proposed revisions to Chapter 36, Rule 36.4: Assessments Required for Graduation 
to eliminate the administration of the U. S. History End-of-Course assessment 
effective school year 2020-2021.  
 

SUMMARY OF PUBLIC COMMENTS 

As a public-school teacher, I certainly have strong opinions about testing. I feel strongly 
that our students are being over tested and too much importance is being placed on 
teaching tests instead of teaching children. However, I also feel just as strongly that if 
you remove one mandated test while keeping others, you will create the impression that 
that particular subject is not as important or necessary as the others. If you are going to 
do away with one subject area test, do away with all of them (my personal preference). 
Otherwise, keep them all. Do not inadvertently teach generations of students that history 
is unimportant. 

While I do believe that we need to decrease testing, I believe that ending the history EOC 
test is not a good idea. 

The purpose of this communication is to advocate for the United States History 
assessment, based on the 2018 standards, to be afforded fair opportunity based on 
five years of data through 2025 to remain an assessment for graduation.  

As someone who has taught American and AP American history for 20 years, It 
would be a huge mistake to end the exam for U.S. History. The exam guarantees 
that students will learn the modern history of the World's Greatest superpower. The 
best teachers are placed in these courses usually and this can only benefit the 
students. The students are not over tested by this state exam. 

I have taught US History almost 25 years now, for 20 years at Petal High School and 
the last few years at North Forrest High School. I would hope that the SBE will 
continue the requirement to assess students' learning through the US History 1877 
to present EOC Exam. 

In the climate of accountability created by the competitive culture of No Child Left 
Behind (NCLB) and its heir apparent, ESSA, we must keep the state history test. It 
has been my experience that history departments already get fewer resources 
(teacher units, class sizes, etc.) than English and math. This is obviously due to the 
smaller number history is already worth in the accountability puzzle. Numbers-driven 
administrators will make even more drastic cuts to history instruction in our state if 
the test is taken out of the equation completely, and our students and state will suffer 
for having inadequate access to history education. 

I am an art teacher who includes subjects across the curriculum in my units of study. I 
see a dire need to teach and include history in the curriculum. In my opinion, the end of 
course assessment would hold teachers and students accountable for teaching and 
knowing the material. Understanding our history is detrimental to our survival as a 
country. 
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SUMMARY OF PUBLIC COMMENTS 

As a U.S History Teacher for the last 6 years I would love nothing more than to not 
have the stress of a tested class. However, we continue to make the standards less 
and less. Students of today need to know the actions of their country and the 
sacrifices that were made for the freedoms they enjoy. The HISTORY test needs to 
stay! 

I am a retired Secondary Social Studies teacher with 26+ years of teaching 
experience. I am writing because I am seriously concerned about the US History 
Test being dropped as a required test for graduation. I strongly urge you to 
reconsider dropping the test requirements.   

I would like my voice to count AGAINST terminating the final test in U.S. History. 

If this state test in US History is dropped - woe be to our national values and to our 
young people's critical understanding of their past, present and future. I beg you to 
KEEP the State Test in US History 

I believe the US history state test should remain.  

Do not stop the history test for graduation. Without knowledge of history - history is 
doomed to repeat itself. 

I'm all for eliminating as much state standardized testing as possible, eliminating the 
History test only will only make history less important in our schools. 

Eliminating the rigorous but immensely beneficial United States History test and denying 
the students of Mississippi this "rite of academic passage" will be an injustice at such a 
vital time in the history of our country and our state. 

On behalf of the Department of Curriculum and Instruction of Ocean Springs School 
District, we would like to share our support to keep the U.S. History End of Course (EOC) 
exam.  It is our belief that by keeping this assessment, it adds both value and 
accountability to the course as well as accountability to the students and teachers. Our 
teachers and curriculum staff have worked extremely hard over the years ensuring that 
students are prepared to show mastery on this exam.  By keeping the U.S. History 
assessment, it ensures that all students in Mississippi understand the essential elements 
and standards associated with this course in order to show levels of mastery on this 
exam. 

On behalf of the Department of Curriculum and Instruction of Ocean Springs School 
District, we would like to share our support to keep the U.S. History End of Course (EOC) 
exam.  It is our belief that by keeping this assessment, it adds both value and 
accountability to the course as well as accountability to the students and teachers.  

It is my understanding that the Department of Education is considering removing the U.S. 
History test from being administered.  I write in opposition. 
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SUMMARY OF PUBLIC COMMENTS 

United States History is important for all students. The breadth of knowledge acquired 
by this course is imperative for the understanding and appreciation of being a United 
States citizen. The initiative to stop an end-of-course assessment for U.S. History will 
dismantle the dedication and hard work of teachers across this state. Students would 
likely place little to no emphasis on this course. 

On behalf of the Ocean Springs School District, we would like to share our support to 
keep the U.S. History exam.  We believe it adds value and accountability to the course 
as well as accountability to students and teachers. 

I feel that stopping the assessment will not make the kind of change that parent groups 
and other groups are demanding in regard to the current testing culture. In fact, the by-
product of ending the US History assessment is possibly going to be less informed 
citizens. 

Despite arguments to the contrary, I believe our existing graduation exam in U.S. History 
benefits the students and general culture of our state because it provides crucial 
accountability for vertical alignment in the discipline-specific literacy skills and content of 
social studies. 

I am writing today to recommend the continuation of the United States History 
examination. I have taught United States History in the state of Mississippi for the past 
ten years.  I have a passion for teaching history that stems from its inherent value.  There 
is no substitute for a good social studies education.  Social studies education is the 
vehicle for teaching both the importance and methods of active civic participation. 

We believe this issue needs more study and urge the State Board to vote against the 
change. Mississippi First has been studying the issue of "over-testing" since 2015, and 
we applaud the work of the State Board of Education in examining the issue. However, 
we believe that the State Board should clearly answer some questions for the public prior 
to taking a step of this magnitude. First, what does the State Board hope to achieve by 
eliminating this exam? Secondly, how does the elimination of the U.S. History exam-and 
its attendant consequences-support students in accessing a better education? 

The following are a few reasons why the U. S. History State test should not be eliminated: 

The test is a standard that "all" schools should be required to meet in their instructional 
process and mastery of our history. 

Understanding and appreciation of the history of our country and the quest of the freedom 
we enjoy and the lives lost in battles to secure and retain for future generations are 
important for students to be knowledgeable of.  
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SUMMARY OF PUBLIC COMMENTS 

I would like to share my support to keep the U.S. History End of Course (EOC) exam.  It 
is my belief that by keeping this assessment, it adds both value and accountability to the 
entire history curriculum taught in Mississippi. Unfortunately, social studies has become 
a forgotten subject in many of the schools because of the lack of an accountability 
measure in this subject until high school. (RECEIVED AFTER DEADLINE) 

On behalf of Ocean Springs High School, we would like to share our support to keep the 
U.S. History End of Course (EOC) exam.  It is our belief that by keeping this assessment, 
it adds both value and accountability to the course as well as accountability to the 
students and teachers. (RECEIVED AFTER DEADLINE) 
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The Office of Accreditation received the following 42 APA comment(s) in favor of 
the proposed revisions to Chapter 36, Rule 36.4: Assessments Required for 
Graduation to eliminate the administration of the U. S. History End-of-Course 
assessment effective school year 2020-2021.  
 

SUMMARY OF PUBLIC COMMENTS 

I have been a history teacher for 25 years. I have taught 11th grade U.S. History since 
the state test was implemented. I feel that we can’t spend enough time on the events 
that we think are most important due to what the curriculum expects us to cover for the 
test.  So, in my opinion scrap the test. 

Hello, I’m a teacher/coach at Vicksburg High School. I’m against the end of the year 
assessment for US History. 

True history is a vital part of our future, for we all learn from our past; however, the need 
for a required history state test over and above the required history courses, does not 
seem like a necessary graduation requirement.  I strongly defend the need for history to 
be taught at every grade level.  It is no less necessary than science, for both have led us 
to where we are today and where we will be in the future. 

I think that I am one of the many that believes that the US History State Test should be 
removed. One issue that I have always had with the US History State Test is that many 
of the students who struggle with reading comprehension struggle with the test. I think it 
is time we allow our history teachers to have time to dig deep into concepts that can help 
shape our students to be better citizens and future influences for our country. 

I believe that the U.S. State History test should be eliminated as a requirement for 
graduation for high school students.  As a parent, my daughter who was an excellent 
student with an A-B overall grade average, failed this test the first time that she took it, 
and we decided to send her to a private school her senior year where this test is not 
required to graduate. My son is currently taking the U.S History course this year as a 
junior in public high school. This test causes so much pressure for the students as well 
as the teachers. If this test was eliminated, history teachers could focus more on covering 
other things in U.S. history rather than trying to prepare them for this stressful test that is 
not even required by the federal government. Please consider eliminating this test as a 
requirement for graduation. It causes students to fail it to possibly not graduate, or to 
have to change schools which should not have to happen. If the students pass the U.S. 
history class, that should be the only requirement of graduation. 

I feel that the History Test should not be required. We test these students too much and 
the only test that colleges care about is the ACT. Employers just want to see that diploma. 
School should be for learning and growing as an individual, not learning how to take 
tests. 

I feel like that money could be saved by eliminating this test. That money could be used 
for other educational services that are mandatory.  
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SUMMARY OF PUBLIC COMMENTS 

I support eliminating the state history test. I am a parent of five all of them attended school 
in MS. Three of them successfully passed the test. One is a freshman in high school, 
and one graduated from high school in FL where no state test was required at the time. 

I have been a social studies teacher for thirteen years, eight of which have been in the 
public-school setting. During those eight years, I have taught the eleventh grade US 
History state assessment course. As a result, I feel very strongly about this issue, and I 
feel that the US History state test should no longer be given to our students. 

I commend the Board on its decision to eliminate the US History EOC assessment. We 
should continue to teach US History as a requirement for graduation but testing at the 
State level is unnecessary. 

In considering the cost of testing across our entire program of exit exams, it seems to 
me that the U. S. History Exam would logically be the first exam on the chopping block. 
I believe this because we are over testing our students and disrupting the wonderful art 
of teaching.  We have great History teachers on our campus, but they are truly bound up 
and restricted by the U. S. History exam. 

I am writing to you to request that the State History Test nightmare be done away with 
and all other state testing. I want to commend the State Department of Education for 
seeing the light and making plans to take the State History Test out of the graduation 
equation. Now, we need to make sure that this intention becomes reality. We need to let 
our voices be heard once again that this burden on our students and teachers should be 
eliminated as immediately! 

As a teacher of over 20 years in Mississippi and nearly all of those years in the area of 
US History, I have seen a dramatic decline in the actual knowledge of my students. The 
US History test simply doesn't assess the information it was intended to the almost 20 
years ago it was put in place. Students know less history now than they did then. We've 
started to only stress US History in one year instead of an entire curriculum. This test 
needs to be eliminated from the graduation requirements. 

I am so happy that this test may be removed from the requirements for graduation. This 
test is extremely stressful for students; since it has such a large information base to pull 
from, it IS intimidating! Reason 2: the national "standard" is ACT and they don't test 
history. Reason 3: other than political science and history majors almost no university 
majors require any more than 12 hours (maximum) in history. This would be one less 
stressful test for our students so that they can focus better on the ACT that year. The 
ACT is the test that will follow them and affect their future, it should be the focus of high 
school education. Please do away with this test! 

Please stop requiring students to take the U. S. History state exam. I do believe students 
should continue to be required to receive a credit in U. S. History for graduation, but 
please do away with this state test! Thanks for your consideration of my request. 
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SUMMARY OF PUBLIC COMMENTS 

As a former teacher, the only exam given for this course should be the US naturalization 
exam.   That should cover it. 

EOC testing is taking away from our students learning their history in class. Teachers 
are too focused on teaching what is needed to know to prepare for this test and not what 
is important to the general history education of our children. Many students are so 
stressed about the test, that they suffer physical ailments. Please remove this undue 
stress from our future leaders. 

As a U.S., World, and AP World History teacher, I have been able to compare and have 
seen the negative effects of the state test requirement on my students. Eliminating the 
state test would allow my U.S. history students to do more of what my other history 
students can do: read in depth on primary sources, create arguments, have historical 
discussions and debates, and write! 

I am writing this letter in regard to the proposal of eliminating the U.S. History EOC exam. 
Although, learning about United States history is important for students, I do not see the 
need for students to be tested in this area. I support the elimination due to the number of 
students I have seen that were not allowed to graduate because of failing this exam. 

As a former subject area tested teacher and current district testing coordinator, I would 
support the ending of Mississippi Department of Education's requiring the participation 
in the U.S. History assessment. Any unnecessary obstacles to our students having the 
opportunity to graduate should be eliminated. Furthermore, as a taxpayer, I do not 
support wasteful spending on unnecessary expenditures. The funds used to pay for the 
U.S. History assessment could be used to support instruction within the classroom rather 
than paying for an assessment that is not required by the federal government. 

I teach United States History at Brookhaven High School, and one of the worst things 
that I see every year is students struggle to pass the State Test.  The students that I am 
speaking about mostly are those students that are extremely gifted with a mechanical 
mind. Big picture such as this are the things that can make a positive mark for the state 
of Mississippi. This one state test can help students achieve more by applying less 
stress. 

I have been teaching US History since 2000 and during that time I have noticed that it 
has been more about teaching the test rather than really teaching kids US History. 

I have been teaching high school history since 2000. I enjoy students and I have seen 
many good changes in education. In my opinion, the elimination of the U.S. history 
S.A.T.P. should happen. 

As a high school history teacher, I fully support the removal of this exam. I believe that 
the state graduation rate will increase as a result. 

It is my belief that the US History test should not be a requirement for graduation. I think 
that schools and students should be held harmless for the 2019-2020 school year for the 
US History test. 
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SUMMARY OF PUBLIC COMMENTS 

As a US History teacher for over twenty years, I have seen many changes in curriculum 
and graduation requirements. I have had hundreds of children pass the US History test 
over the years, and I have had others that struggled to pass it. In my opinion, teachers 
are not able to cover material and go into the kind of depth that some topics in US History 
deserve because of time restraints and the requirements of what has to be covered for 
the test. I believe that the end-of-course exam in US History should be eliminated.  

I think it should not be a required test to graduate. The stress alone from having to worry 
if you’ll graduate because of the test when you have good grades on EVERYTHING 
ELSE, is detrimental. 

My opinion on the future of the end of course exam for US History as a requirement for 
graduation in the state of Mississippi is that this exam should be eliminated. 

I am for removing the US History test for multiple reasons.  

1. This test is not a federal requirement. 
2. The opportunity to retest has been cut significantly.  
3. Having the US History test limits freedoms within the classroom. 
4. While some will argue taking this test away will reduce the amount of history our 

students know, I tend to disagree. Our students have become much better at 
taking history tests; however, testing proficiency doesn’t necessarily translate to 
actual knowledge of history in real life. I would also add the US History test is just 
as much of a reading comprehension test as it is a history test. Students that 
struggle to read tend to fail this test. Students may know and understand the 
material; however, they struggle to make it through the passages that are given. 
These failures include many special education students. 

We are limiting what we teach about US History by the testing blueprint and standards. 

I agree with this change. Students should not be required to pass the U.S. History test to 
graduate. 

I am writing to express my opinion that the EOC US History Exam should be removed 
as a requirement for graduation. As a principal I have seen many students struggle and 
overcome many obstacles to graduate. I do not believe that we as a state should create 
more obstacles for graduation than what is required by the federal government. Our 
students work hard and already have many requirements and hurdles to overcome 
without additional mandates being placed on them. 

Eliminating U.S. History Test, I agree with this.  It does not mean we can’t still require it 
for graduation. 
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SUMMARY OF PUBLIC COMMENTS 

Although US History is important and it should be a required subject taught in our 
schools, having it as a testing requirement for graduation it a bit extreme for the following 
reasons.  US History is constantly changing so fast that you can write a whole volume of 
textbooks on what’s been going on for the past decade.  Secondly, US History and history 
itself is sort of an ongoing study that will never end because of changes that are engulfed 
in our political, social, financial, and educational climate.  Plus, putting a graduation 
requirement on US History sort of puts a stop sign sort of thinking on US History that 
doesn't really encourage further study. 

I know someone personally who had an A in the U.S. History class and didn't pass the 
state test and it kept her from graduating in 2018. She didn't get to walk the stage with 
everyone else and is having to get her GED. Her life was completely shaken up. All due 
to a class that is not even federally required. In my opinion this class should remain a 
required course for graduation, but the end-of-course exam should be eliminated. 

I applaud MDE for dropping this state test. I hope that you will do everything within your 
purview to continue to reduce the absurdly high number of tests that are imposed on our 
children by the State of Mississippi. 

As a public-school parent, I encourage MS Board of Education to eliminate the state U.S. 
History exam that is currently required for graduation. Our students are already over-
tested. 

I commend the state board of education for looking to remove the US History SATP as 
a graduation requirement for students in MS. I fully agree with this move. In addition, I 
think all state exit exams should be eliminated. We are just 1 of 13 states that still require 
these No Child Left Behind - era assessments. It is a practice who's time has come and 
gone. Our state higher education institutions do not place value on these SATP's, the 
SATPs do not lead to any particular scholarship or financial aide as far as I know, but 
what they do lead to is multitudes of otherwise prepared students not to graduate in our 
state and spending way too much time in test prep. 

I have been teaching United States history for ten years now at Long Beach High School. 
I understand that social studies must remain an integral part of secondary education, but 
any chance for the state to lessen the burden of high stakes testing on students and 
teachers, in my opinion, must be seized upon. Ideally, high stakes testing (MAAP) should 
be replaced by the ACT and a citizenship test, but if since this is a positive step in that 
direction, I hope that the state will do what is in the best interests of students and 
eliminate the US History state test. 

In my professional opinion, we should completely drop the US History test immediately. 
While I realize that we have a testing contract, it is still a complete waste of time to give 
a test that is likely going away. Current re-testers should not have to continue test retakes 
upon deletion of the test. This is a tremendous opportunity to relieve the testing burden 
on our staff and students as this test is not required by the Federal Government. 
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SUMMARY OF PUBLIC COMMENTS 

Please drop the U.S. History test for these 6 reasons: 

1. The test does not actually measure knowledge and understanding of U.S. History. 
2. Students today are tested way too much and placing this test on them during the 

end of their junior year places tremendous pressure on them as seniors if they do 
not pass the test. 

3. The test does not measure the most important parts of U.S. History. 
4. Over the years the test has also devolved into a vehicle to promote the current 

ideas of social justice, political correctness, and the redefinition of civil rights. 
5. The test is a HUGE expense on the education system. 
6. Removing the test does NOT mean the teaching of U.S. History will stop. 

I have been an educator for thirteen years. I am a product of a Mississippi public school. 
I feel that it is very important to end the U.S. History End-of-Course Exam because public 
school students are already over tested. Standardized testing does not determine the 
true nature nor character of students. 

Eliminate the U.S. History test - The Mississippi Professional Educators (MPE) surveyed 
our nearly 13,850 members as to whether the U.S. History end-of-course assessment 
should be eliminated. The online survey was available September 23 - October 2 and 
was comprised of the following question: 

The Mississippi Student Testing Task Force recommended eliminating the U.S. History 
end-of- course assessment.  Any change would not occur until the 2020-2021 school 
year.   U.S. History would still be a required course for graduation, but passage of its 
assessment would not be required for graduation.   The State Board of Education is 
seeking public comments on the recommendation. Do you support elimination of the U.S. 
History end-of-course assessment? 

Of the 1,659 members who took the survey, 1,190 (72%) supported the elimination of 
the assessment, 393 (24%) opposed elimination of the assessment, and 76 (4%) had no 
opinion or needed more information. 
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The Office of Accreditation received the following 39 APA comment(s) that were off 

topic or unclear as to their position regarding the proposal to eliminate the U.S. 

History End-of-Course assessment effective school year 2020-2021. 

SUMMARY OF PUBLIC COMMENTS 

I am writing to address the issue of changing assessments for graduation requirements. 
I believe that we should go to the ACT system without it being changed to meet 
Mississippi input for changes to the ACT. It is a standardized, norm referenced test that 
is given nationally and should not be changed to address Mississippi curriculum 
standards. There should be diploma options based on test scores earned on the ACT. 
EVERY student should graduate with a high school diploma. If they put the time in then 
they have worked for a diploma, not just a certificate. 

There may need to be language in Rule 36.4 to address retesters who have not met 
graduation requirements as of the 2018-2019 school year due to U.S. History.  When the 
U.S. History Assessment is sunsetted will there be retest opportunities for the students, 
or will the requirement be eliminated for all retesters? 

I think the state testing should ONLY be used as a tool to see where the school rates in 
academics and to make sure everyone is on track.  It should NOT be used to determine 
if a student passes or fails high school.   

Concerning:  Public comments on Final Assessment, State Exams, History, English, 
Algebra and Biology. 

These exams are good in assessing classroom teaching methods, and as supporting 
indicators of students' abilities to learn work-related skills or of their college bound 
performances.  However, when tested near graduation it's easy for teachers to focus too 
much on final assessments, like A.C.T. tests and others; and miss some of the broader 
connections of carry-over into daily life, as the unfolding of significant current events of 
history. If taken near graduation students should have retained at least half of the test to 
avoid alternate ways to graduate. But if taken at the end of the required, or latest elective 
of the subject, assessment tests would be easier to pass, and the assessment score 
could even be weighed into the final grade average for each course. The nearness in 
time of the assessment test to the actual passing of the course not only reinforces 
students' overall retention, provides a more focused indicator of classroom performance 
and teaching methods. 

Please explain why a thorough exposure and understanding of U.S. history and civics is 
not essential for our youth to gain before they assume the responsibilities of and 
obligations of becoming adult citizens. 

We are witnessing unimaginable actions and attitudes by our elected leaders who are 
either ignorant of the fundamentals of proper governance or are operating in defiance of 
them today, and they are finding support from an electorate who is similarly ignorant of 
constitutional law and principles. 
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SUMMARY OF PUBLIC COMMENTS 

Our goal is to be held harmless for the results of this year's U.S. History examinations, 
due to the combined factors of the new exam version and the possibility of eliminating 
the exam after this year. The scores should not be pass/fail due to the Piloted New USH 
test. The students should only be required to participate in the test for awareness 
purposes of the content. 

Note: The following identical comment was received 33 times from individuals affiliated 
with Simmons High School, in Hollandale, MS.  Thirty (30) of the 33 comments were from 
students. 

We are enlisting the help of our community to help protect us, the students from this 
uncertainty. We are asking you to express your concerns to the State Board of Education. 
Our goal is to be held harmless for the results of this year's U.S. History examinations, 
due to the combined factors of the new exam version and the possibility of eliminating 
the exam after this year. The scores should not be pass/fail due to the Piloted New USH 
test. The students should only be required to participate in the test for awareness 
purposes of the content. 
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APA Comments opposing the eliminating 
the U.S. History End-of Course Assessment
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APA Comments in favor of eliminating the 
U.S. History End-of Course Assessment
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From: mamadorris@gmail.com
To: Accreditation Shared
Subject: US History End-of-Course Exam
Date: Tuesday, September 24, 2019 12:50:43 PM

As a US History teacher for over twenty years, I have seen many changes in curriculum and
graduation requirements. I have had hundreds of children pass the US History test over the
years, and I have had others that struggled to pass it. In my opinion, teachers are not able to
cover material and go into the kind of depth that some topics in US History deserve because of
time restraints and the requirements of what has to be covered for the test. I believe that the
end-of-course exam in US History should be eliminated. 

Sent from Yahoo Mail for iPhone
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From: ashlyn
To: Accreditation Shared
Subject: US HISTORY
Date: Wednesday, September 25, 2019 10:16:48 AM

I think it should not be a required test to graduate. The stress alone from having to worry if you’ll graduate because
of the test when you have good grades on EVERYTHING ELSE, is detrimental.

Sent from my iPhone
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From: Jed Oppenheim
To: Accreditation Shared; Shelby Dean; Omar Jamil
Subject: Comments: State testing
Date: Monday, October 14, 2019 9:10:21 PM

Good Evening Dr. Malone,

I hope you are well. I commend the state board of education for looking to remove the US
History SATP as a graduation requirement for students in MS. I fully agree with this move.

In addition, I think all state exit exams should be eliminated. We are just 1 of 13 states that
still require these No Child Left Behind - era assessments. It is a practice who's time has come
and gone. Our state higher education institutions do not place value on these SATP's, the
SATPs do not lead to any particular scholarship or financial aide as far as I know, but what
they do lead to is multitudes of otherwise prepared students not to graduate in our state and
spending way too much time in test prep. We have state standards and teachers have to be
certified for a reason - to have accountability measures in place to know that students are
being taught at a certain standard, yet then we place the unnecessary burden of also pressuring
students and teachers to achieve in the SATPs. This implicitly and explicitly means teachers
aren't trusted by those who run the system. As for students, I have heard of plenty of students
who otherwise have A and B type GPAs not graduate due to not passing an SATP by a few
points. Yes, some changes have been made over the years to also look at ACT scores and
other concordance-table related issues, but why do we continue with the needless SATPs?

My colleague, an educator who has taught SATP-tested courses, and who recently left
teaching after 7 years, partly because of the over-testing of her children, recently wrote about
alternatives to testing, including assessments that look and feel different, such as, "literacy
analysis essays, social studies research papers, student-designed science experiments, and high
level math problems with real world applications." They may also do written and/or oral
comps in an area of their interest in front of a panel. These are real world applications of
knowledge that would go much further that SATPs.

I do hope the board considers eliminating all SATPs in the very near future, and stop writing
our students futures off to the whim of high-dollared testing companies/corporations.

Also, I could not find all board members listed to send this email to as well, only the student
reps. It is not very transparent to have emails only for the student reps, but not for all board
members for MDE. If we expect the student reps to respond to emails, we should expect this
of the appointed members as well.

Thanks! 

Best
Jed
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The following APA Comments were off-
topic or unclear as to their position 

regarding the proposal to eliminate the 
U.S. History End-of-Course Assessment:
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From: Richard Baliko
To: Accreditation Shared
Subject: Public Comment for Chapter 36, Rule 36.4: Assessments Required For Graduation
Date: Tuesday, September 24, 2019 11:11:13 AM
Attachments: image002.png

Greetings, below is my public comment regarding for Chapter 36, Rule 36.4: Assessments Required
For Graduation.
 
This is most assuredly already discussed, but there may need to be language in Rule 36.4 to address
retesters who have not met graduation requirements as of the 2018-2019 school year due to U.S.
History. When the U.S. History Assessment is sunsetted will there still be retest opportunities for the
students, or will the requirement be eliminated for all retesters?
 
 
Thanks.
 
 
 
Mr. Richard P. Baliko III
Chief Administrative Officer
District Test Coordinator
Noxubee County School District
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