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OFFICE OF CHIEF ACCOUNTABILITY OFFICER 
Summary of State Board of Education Agenda Items 

November 7, 2019 
 
  
OFFICE OF ACCREDITATION 
 
03.    Action: Consideration of appeals of final accountability results for the North Bolivar 

Consolidated School District in accordance with Policy 3.1.4 of the Mississippi Public 
Schools Accountability Standards, 2019 [Goals 1, 2, 4, 5, and 6 – MBE Strategic 
Plan] 

 
On September 19, 2019, the SBE approved the final 2018-2019 Mississippi 
Statewide Accountability results. The Office of Accreditation received appeals of the 
final results in accordance with Policy 3.1.4 of the Mississippi Public Schools 
Accountability Standards, 2019.  North Bolivar Consolidated School District 
appealed the results for one (1) school, Northside High School. 
 
On October 1, 2019, the Internal Review Committee met to consider the appeal from 
the North Bolivar Consolidated School District and voted unanimously to deny the 
District’s appeal. 
 
The Commission on School Accreditation (CSA) met on October 3, 2019 and 
considered the Internal Review Committee’s decision of the appeal.  In accordance 
with Policy 3.1.4 of the Mississippi Public Schools Accountability Standards, 2019, 
the CSA gave each superintendent an opportunity to address the CSA during this 
meeting.  After presentations by Mr. Maurice Smith, Superintendent of the North 
Bolivar Consolidated School District, and the MDE, the CSA voted 6-1 to uphold the 
decision of the Internal Review Committee based on business rule 20.1 of the 
Mississippi Statewide Accountability System, and deny the appeal of the North 
Bolivar Consolidated School District.  
 
Commission members voting aye: Kelle Barfield, Sean Brewer, Roy Gill, Michael 
Lindsey, Dr. Valencia Martin, and John Mistilis 
 
Commission members voting nay: Sarah Foster 
 
On October 10, 2019, the SBE voted 4-1 to remand the decision to the CSA for a 
second look.  The CSA met in a special called meeting on October 22, 2019 to take 
a second look at the North Bolivar Consolidated School District’s appeal.  After 
questions from Commission members of both the MDE and the superintendent of 
the North Bolivar Consolidated School District, the CSA voted 5-4 to uphold their 
decision to deny the District’s appeal. 
 
Commission members voting aye: Kelle Barfield, Roy Gill, Michael Lindsey, Dr. 
Valencia Martin, and John Mistilis 
 






































































