
OFFICE OF CHIEF SCHOOL PERFORMANCE OFFICER 
Summary of State Board of Education Agenda Items 

January 21, 2016 

OFFICE OF ACCREDITATION 

03. Approval to begin the Administrative Procedures Act process: To award 
Carnegie unit credit for ?'h and s th graders [Goals 1, 2, and 4 - MOE Strategic 
Plan] 

On January 5, 2016, the Commission on School Accreditation met in a special­
called meeting an approved the awarding of Carnegie units for ih and 9th graders 
provided the course content is a Carnegie unit bearing course in the current 
edition of the Approved Courses for the Secondary Schools of Mississippi 
Manual. 

Process Standard 14 of the Mississippi Public School Accountability Standards, 
2015, is being revised to allow all students enrolled in grades 7-12 to earn 
Carnegie unit credit provided the course content is the same. 

This revision will allow middle school students additional opportunities to 
participate in advanced placement, dual credit, and dual enrollment, as well as 
earn Carnegie units for electives. 

This item references Goals 1, 2, and 4 of the Mississippi Board of Education 
2016-2020 Strategic Plan. 

Recommendation: Approval 

Back-up material attached 
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* - MISSISSIPPI 
DEPARTMENT OF 
EDUCATION 

Ensuring a bright}Uture for every child 

PROPOSED REVISIONS TO PROCESS STANDARD 14 
MISSISSIPPI PUBl.IC SCHOOL ACCOUNTABILTY STANDARDS, 2015 

14. The school district requires each student, in order to receive a high school diploma, to have met 
the requirements established by its local board of education and by the State Board of 
Education. {MS Code 37-16-7} (SB Policies 3801, 3802, 3803, and 3804) 

14.1 Each student receiving a standard high school diploma has earned the minimum number 
of Carnegie units as specified in Appendix A. (See Appendix A.) (SB Policies 2902 and 
2903) Students receiving a standard diploma may select from four (4) graduation 
pathways as specified by the local school district's ·graduation requirements. 
14.1.1 Entering ninth graders in 2005-2006 and thereafter (seniors of school year 2008-

2009 and later) are required to have a minimum of 21 Carnegie units as 
specified in Appendix A-1. 

14.1.2 Entering ninth graders in 2008-2009 and thereafter (seniors of school year 2011-
2012 and later) are required to have a minimum of 24 Carnegie units as 
specified in Appendix A-2, unless, in accordance with school board policy, their 
parent/guardian requests to opt the student out of Appendix A-2 requirements. 
This student would be required to complete the graduation requirements 
specified in A-1. 

14.1.3 Entering eleventh graders in 2010-2011 and thereafter (seniors of school year 
2011-2012 and later) who chose the Career Pathway Option are required to 
earn the minimum graduation requirements specified in Appendix A-3. {MS 
Code 37-16-17} 

14.1.4 Beginning in school year 2011-2012, all eighth grade students are required to 
have an Individualized Career and Academic Plan (iCAP) prior to exiting the 
eighth grade. 

14.1.5 Innovative Programs 
14.1.6 Early Exit Diplomas 

14.2 Each student receiving a standard diploma has achieved a passing score on each of the 
required high school exit examinations. {MS Code-37-16-7} (SB Policies 3600, 3801, 
3803, and 3804) 

14.3 Each student who has completed the secondary curriculum for special education may be 
issued a special diploma or certificate of completion, which states: "This student has 
successfully completed an Individualized Education Program." {MS Code 37-16-11(1)} 

14.4 Each student with disabilities receiving a Mississippi Occupational Diploma has 
successfully completed all minimum requirements established by the State Board of 
Education. {MS Code 37-16-11(2)} (See Appendix G.) 

14.5 The student who fails to meet the graduation requirements is not permitted to 
participate in the graduation exercises. 
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Nate: CarRegie wRits FRa'f be a•Narded iR the setteRth grade ter the tellewiRg sewrses: Algebra 11 

llielegy 11 1c:r II (IRterFRatieR aRd CeFRFRWRisatieR TeshReleevh aRd first 'fear FereigR baRgwage 
pre•Jided &ewrse &eRteRt is the saFRe as the high ssheel sewrse. lif:festi•Je with 2014 is, CarRegie 
wRits FRa'f be earAed ter CCSS CeFRpasted Matti Grade 11 CCSS Matti Grade 81 CCSS CeFRpa&ted 
Matti Grade 8 (wlttl IAtegrated Matti 1)1 aAd CCSS Math Grade 8 (VJittl J)Jgebra l/TraditieAal). 

Nate: CarAegie wAits FRa'J' be awarded iR ttle eigtitti grade ter ttle telleVJiAg sewrses: Algebra I, 
GeeFRetr't'> Mississippi Stwdies, Geegrapti·.., llieleg•t I, 1c:r II (IAterFRatieR & CeFRFRWRi~atieA 

Te&hAeleev), STliM (SsieA&e, Te&tlAeleg\7 liAgiAeeriAg & SsieA&e), IAtredw&tieA te Agris&ieA&e, 
tirst ·,·ear FereigA baAgwage, aAd se&eAd •tear FereigA baAgwage pre•Jided sewrse &eAteAt is ttle 
saFRe as ttle higti sstieel 6ewrse. CarAegie wAits FRa'f be earRed ter CCSS CeFRpa&ted Matti Grade 
71 CCSS Matti Grade 8, CCSS CeFRpasted Matti Grade 8 (witti IRtegrated Matti 1), aAd CCSS Matti 
Grade 8 (wittl Algebra l/TraditieAal), 

Note: Students enrolled in grades 7 - 12 may be awarded a Carnegie unit credit provided the 
course content is a Carnegie unit bearing course in the current edition of the Approved Courses 
for the Secondary Schools of Mississippi Manual. 
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