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Differences between 
Decodable and Leveled 
Readers - Briefly
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Leveled Readers
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Fountas & Pinnell Reading Levels

https://benchmarkeducation.com/reading-level-conversion-chart.html

Decodable readers provide 
stronger practice for learning 
early reading skills.
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Early Leveled Readers
General Leveling Criteria
• Early and emergent leveled readers:

– are often predictable

– are about familiar subjects

– have strong support for text from the pictures

– may include a number of high frequency words

– repeat words, with support from pictures for the 
repeated words

– provide something for students to discuss after 
reading the book
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Early Emergent Leveled Reader
from Houghton Mifflin

Source:  Food to Eat
© Houghton Mifflin 1995

The first 3 words on each page are predictable.
The last word is the same as the picture.
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Emergent Leveled Reader
from Houghton Mifflin

Source:  A Mosquito Buzzed
© Houghton Mifflin 1995

Previewing the title page helps students 
guess the word ”mosquito”.

This page is repeated, with Mama Bear 
and Papa Bear inserted, on 2 of the 
remaining 7 pages.
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How Leveled Readers Are Used

• Students use pictures and context to “read” words they 
can’t decode or haven’t memorized. 

— All words are in the students’ vocabularies.

• Accuracy when reading is not as important as 
comprehension.

• Often, reading errors that do not affect meaning are not 
corrected.
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Pre-Primer and Primer 
Leveled Books

Pre-primer and primer leveled books are Guided 
Reading Levels A-D (Fountas & Pinnell, 1996)

“Assumption at this level: When students 
encounter an unknown word in print, they can 
easily use context from known words and 
illustrations along with language pattern cues 
and early word analysis skills for successful 
decoding.”

– From Reading Inventory for the Classroom
Flynt & Cooter, 2001
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Usefulness of Leveled Readers 
for Beginning Readers
•Use with beginning readers as a read-aloud or for echo 
reading.
– Do not expect beginning readers to read these 

independently.
– Ask students about the text and pictures after you have 

read the book or during the time you are reading the book.

•Use to help students develop concepts of print, such as:
– Text moves from top to bottom and left to right.
– Sentence begins with a capital letter and ends with a 

period.
–Words have spaces between them.
–Where to find the title.
– Locating the most frequent words such as the, is, a, I, etc.
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Decodable Readers
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Decodable Readers Criteria
• Include only:

– words with phonics patterns that have been taught

– high frequency words that have been taught.

• Start with CVC words and move slowly to more 
complex spelling patterns.

• Focus on teaching accurate reading more than 
comprehension.

• Pictures support the story, but not the specific 
words.

• Subject matter is secondary to the decodability of 
the words.
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How Decodable Readers Are Used
• Students learn to read words by (1) reading heart words 

they have practiced and (2) utilizing phonics patterns. 

— Almost all the words in the decodable books will be heart 
words that have been taught or have phonics patterns 
that have been taught

• When students don’t know a decodable word, they sound it 
out using their knowledge of grapheme-phoneme patterns

• Developing a habit of reading accurately occurs before 
reading with fluency is expected

• After students read with accuracy, the teacher may decide 
to have them re-read one or more times to develop 
fluency.
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How Is Comprehension Taught? 

• Comprehension is taught through reading orally to 
students and discussion of the read-aloud books read by 
the teacher.

• When using decodable books, the teacher may want to 
check for literal comprehension, but not spend time on 
questions beyond that.
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Decodable Book from
Power Readers 

From Power Readers by Susan Ebbers, published by Sopris West. Used with permission.
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Decodable Book from
Houghton Mifflin

From Houghton Mifflin Phonics Library, Grade 1, Theme 2 “Surprise” © 2001
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Sample Decodable Readers
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Preview:
Primary Phonics – Short Vowels
• 10 books in the set

• 1 book for each 
short vowel

• 5 books with all 5 
short vowels
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Preview:
Primary Phonics – Set 1, Book 1
Mac and Tab Inside cover 

has all words
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Preview:
Primary Phonics – Set 1, Book 1
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Preview:
Primary Phonics – Set 1, Book 10
The Wig Inside cover 

has all words
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Preview:
Primary Phonics – Set 1, Book 10
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Preview:
Continental Press– Short Vowels

• 12 books in the set

• 1 or 2 books for 
each short vowel

• 4 review books
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Preview:
Continental Press– Short Vowels

Where Is Jag? BEWARE:  Words are more difficult.

Notice: blends, digraphs, short u in 
‘fun’, vowel team in ‘eat’.
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Preview:
Continental Press– Short Vowels
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Preview:
High Noon Books – Short Vowels

• 2 sets of books
— Set A-1
— Set A-2

• 6 books in each set

• 3 books with short 
vowels

• 3 books with long 
vowels

Set A-1

Set A-2
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Only lists 
high 
frequency 
words
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Preview:
High Noon Books – Short Vowels
Up the Hill
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Preview:
High Noon Books – Short Vowels

A chapter book to appeal 
to older readers!
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Preview:
High Noon Books – Short Vowels

The text is more complex.
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Preview:
Flyleaf Books
• Flyleaf Books are the most beautiful and the 

best stories.
• They are also the most expensive.
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Preview:
Flyleaf Books
• Short vowel book after students are reading 

with reasonable accuracy and rate.
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Preview:
Flyleaf Books
• Silent -e with long o book.
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When To Use 
Decodable Readers
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When To Use Decodable Readers
• Use decodable readers during phonics lessons:

– After a lesson teaching a phonics pattern and/or 
heart words

– After students have practiced reading words in 
isolation and in sentences

• Students read decodable books during lessons 2–5 
times a week (as often as possible)
— Reading decodable books allows students to read for 

accuracy
— Re-read for rate, if the teacher thinks that will help
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Decodable Readers Are Primarily 
for Instruction
• Student can select any book they like for “free” 

reading time
— If you have leveled books, this might be a good time 

to let students look at them
— If student want to read decodable books during 

”free” reading time, that is just fine!

• Decodable books are useful for centers when 
students are beginning readers
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What To Do When Students 
Don’t Read Accurately
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Eliminate These Guessing 
Strategies for Decoding

• If you don’t know a word:
– Look at the picture

– Look at the first letter and guess based on 
context

– Read to the end of the sentence and determine 
what word fits

– Look for parts of the word you know from other 
words
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Students Misread a Word
• When a student misreads a word in a sentence, 
always have the student re-read the sentence for 
accuracy.
1. Stop the student at the end of the sentence.
2. Tell the student how many words he read correctly 

in the sentence.

3. Point to the word the student misread and ask the 
student to re-read the word. 
∼ If the student can’t sound the word out, give it to him.

∼ For heart words, have the student look at the first 
letter, or give the word to him.

4. Have the student re-read the entire sentence.
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Students Don’t Know a Word
• Do not give a word to student if he/she doesn’t ask.

• When a student doesn’t know a word:
– Teach him to try to sound it out
– If he can’t sound it out, teach him to ask for help.

• For decodable words, help the student sound them out
• For words that are not decodable, tell him what the 

word is

• Have the student re-read the sentence after 
finishing
– Develops stamina
– Gives the student practice reading the problem word
– Insures that the student finishes reading accurately
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Students Skip or Add a Word

• When a student skips or adds a word:
1. Tell the student “You skipped XX words” or “You 

read all the words and added XX words.”

2. Have the student re-read the sentence, touching 
each word so he/she reads the exact words in the 
sentence correctly.
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Preparing Decodable Text 
for Small Group Practice
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Select and Prepare the Text:
Select a Text To Use

• Decide which text to use.
Text without pictures Book

11 134 5
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Select and Prepare the Text:
Define and Number Sections

1. Divide the text into sections

2. Give each section a letter

3. Count the words in each 
section and write the 
number at the end of each 
section

Text without pictures
A

B

C

D

E

F

32

32

40

34

29

38
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Select and Prepare the Text:
Define and Number Sections

Simple Book

11 13

1. For simple books, each 
page is a section.

2. The section is identified by 
the page number, so there 
is no need for a section 
number.

3. Count the words on each 
page and write the number 
at the bottom of each page

4 5
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Select and Prepare the Text:
Define and Number Sections

More Complex Book
1. For more complex books, 

sections may be one or 
more paragraphs.  

2. Give each section a 
letter.

3. Count the words in each 
section and write the 
number at end of each 
section.

26

A

B

C

38

26
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Reading and Tracking 
Accuracy
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Overview of Oral Reading 
Practice with Decodable Text

• Each student in the group has a turn to read a 
section.

• The student gets 3 chances to read the section with 
100% accuracy.

— If the student doesn’t read with 100% accuracy, he 
stops and reads a different section the next time.

— If there is time, the teacher can give him another 
chance to read the section with a missed word.  

• After the student reads the section with 100% 
accuracy, the next student reads the next section.
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Tracking Accuracy in Decodables

48

Tracking Accuracy 
with Decodable Text
packet available for 
free at: 
www.readsters.com

Or email me at:
michael@readsters.com
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Blank Decodable Readers Tracking Chart

© 2009 Readsters, LLC 50

Decodable Readers Tracking Chart
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Suggested Routine for Practice
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Suggested Routine for Practice
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Suggested Routine for Practice
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Positive Error Correction Guidance
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Positive Error Correction Guidance
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Optional Reading and Tracking 
for Rate/Prosody

14
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Optional Practicing for Rate/Prosody

• If students need to 
practice for rate or 
prosody, the teacher can 
have students read the 
section again

• Track these second 
readings for accuracy, but 
you can put a symbol by 
the box to show 
appropriate rate or 
prosody.
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When Are Students Ready 
for Leveled or Other Text 
During Reading Instruction?
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PRE-READING

PHONICS

Syllables
1. Count, segment, & blend syllables
2. Identify first & last syllable
3. Add, delete, & substitute syllables

Onset-Rime
Blend & complete onset-rime

Phoneme
Blend & segment 2 & 3 phonemes

First Sound
Identify first sound

Last Sound
Identify last sound

Letter Names – Upper & Lower Case
• Alphabet Song 
• Name letters (expressive) 
• Find letters (receptive) 

Letter Sounds – Lower Case
• Say sound of letter (expressive)
• Find letter for sound (receptive) 

Read Heart Words
10 Pre-Reading Heart Words:
the to and a I you of was for is

Read Words with Short Vowel Pattern
1. VC and CVC words (not read sound-by-sound)
2. Read at least 15 words in decodable connected text within 1 minute, with no more than 1 error 
3. Words with digraphs
4. Words with blends
5. 2-syllable words
6. 2- syllable words with schwa

Read Words with R-Controlled Vowel Pattern
1. Read 1 & 2-syllable words with r-controlled vowels
2. Read at least 25 words in decodable connected text within 1 minute, with no more than 1 error 
3. 3-syllable words

Read Words with Silent E Vowel Pattern
1. Read 1,  2, & 3-syllable words with silent e
2. Read at least 40 words in decodable connected text within 1 minute, with no more than 1 error 

Read Heart Words 
30 additional Heart Words

Read Heart Words 
15 additional Heart Words

Read Heart Words
15 additional Heart Words

Read Heart Words
15 additional Heart Words

Ph
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ords 

Continue with Heart WordsContinue with Advanced Phonics
Vowel team, silent letter combinations, split vowels, etc.

Grade 1

Students start Phonics instruction once Pre-Reading Skills are mastered

Kindergarten

PRE-READING AND BEGINNING READING SKILLS MAP V6 
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Ready to 
read non-
decodable 

text 
during 
lessons

Read Words with 1 Long Vowel at the End Pattern
1. Read 1,2, & 3-syllable words with long vowel spelled with one letter at the end of a syllable
2. Read at least 35 words in decodable connected text within 1 minute, with no more than 1 error

Read Heart Words
15 additional Heart Words

This is a suggested phonics scope & sequence, yours may vary
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PRE-READING

PHONICS

Syllables
1. Count, segment, & blend syllables
2. Identify first & last syllable
3. Add, delete, & substitute syllables

Onset-Rime
Blend & complete onset-rime

Phoneme
Blend & segment 2 & 3 phonemes

First Sound
Identify first sound

Last Sound
Identify last sound

Letter Names – Upper & Lower Case
• Alphabet Song 
• Name letters (expressive) 
• Find letters (receptive) 

Letter Sounds – Lower Case
• Say sound of letter (expressive)
• Find letter for sound (receptive) 

Read Heart Words
10 Pre-Reading Heart Words:
the to and a I you of was for is

Read Words with Short Vowel Pattern
1. VC and CVC words (not read sound-by-sound)
2. Read at least 15 words in decodable connected text within 1 minute, with no more than 1 error 
3. Words with digraphs
4. Words with blends
5. 2-syllable words
6. 2- syllable words with schwa

Read Words with R-Controlled Vowel Pattern
1. Read 1 & 2-syllable words with r-controlled vowels
2. Read at least 25 words in decodable connected text within 1 minute, with no more than 1 error 
3. 3-syllable words

Read Words with Silent E Vowel Pattern
1. Read 1,  2, & 3-syllable words with silent e
2. Read at least 40 words in decodable connected text within 1 minute, with no more than 1 error 

Read Heart Words 
30 additional Heart Words

Read Heart Words 
15 additional Heart Words

Read Heart Words
15 additional Heart Words

Read Heart Words
15 additional Heart Words

Ph
on

ol
og

ic
al

 

O
rthographic

De
co

di
ng

 Heart W
ords 

Continue with Heart WordsContinue with Advanced Phonics
Vowel team, silent letter combinations, split vowels, etc.

Grade 1

Students start Phonics instruction once Pre-Reading Skills are mastered

Kindergarten

PRE-READING AND BEGINNING READING SKILLSMAP V6 
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Read Words with 1 Long Vowel at the End Pattern
1. Read 1,2, & 3-syllable words with long vowel spelled with one letter at the end of a syllable
2. Read at least 35 words in decodable connected text within 1 minute, with no more than 1 error

Read Heart Words
15 additional Heart Words

This is a suggested phonics scope & sequence, yours may vary

Students who are 
learning to read 
quickly may be ready 
for a combination of 
decodable and 
leveled/other text at 
this point.
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Do I Use Decodable Texts 
with Advanced Phonics 
Instruction?
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For Intervention Instruction, Use 
Decodable Text to Practice the 
Pattern Being Taught

Many decodable books 
are available for 
advanced vowel 
patterns.

Flyleaf has the most 
beautiful books and 
excellent stories.

For long e practice
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For Intervention Instruction, Use 
Decodable Text to Practice the 
Pattern Being Taught
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How To Keep Students 
Engaged
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Tracking and Checkers
• When one student reads, the other students track 

with their fingers.

• After the student finishes reading, the teacher asks 
“Checkers?”

— Student give a thumbs up if the student read 
accurately.

— Students give a ’helping hand’ if students made any 
mistakes.  

• After that, the teacher gives feedback to the 
student and completes the tracking chart.
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I’ll be happy to answer 
questions:

michael@readsters.com
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List of Recommended Decodable Books 
 

Name  Description  Grades Publisher 
Power Readers 
by Susan Ebbers 

28 decodable readers with activities in each book 
K & 1 – regular  
Intervention 1 - 3 

Sopris West 
Sopriswest.com 

Supercharged Readers 
by Susan Ebbers 

32 decodable readers with activities in each book 
1 & 2 – regular  
Intervention 2 - 4 

Sopris West 
Sopriswest.com 

Primary Phonics 5 sets of 10 books each K & 1 – regular  
Intervention 1 - 3 

Educators Publishing Service 
Epsbooks.com 
Also available through resellers. More Primary Phonics 2 sets of 10 books each 

Early Phonics Readers 2 sets of 12 books each  K & 1 – regular  
Intervention 1 - 3 

Continental Press 
Continentalpress.com Phonics Readers 2 sets of 12 books each  

Fun Phonics 20 book set  
K & 1 – regular  
Intervention 1 - 3 

Sizzy Books 
Funphonics.com 
Free downloads available on website 

Easy Words to Read 
Series / Simple 
Phonics Readers 

ALMOST DECODABLE – Several fun books that are 
almost decodable: Fat Cat on a Mat – Big Pig on a Dig 
– Fox on a Box – Ten in a Red Bed – Ted’s Shed - Sam 
Sheep Can’t Sleep – Toad Makes a Road – Ted and 
Friends.   A small duck is hidden in the illustration on 
each page, and children love finding the duck. 

K & 1 – regular  
Intervention 1 - 3 

Usborne Publishing 
Edcpub.com/corp/ 

Books to Remember 
Series  
by Laura Appleton Smith 

FLYLEAF BOOKS TO REMEMBER ARE OUR 
FAVORITES! 
DECODABLE – Small books that emphasize specific 
spelling patterns using a systematic scope and 
sequence. 
ALMOST DECODABLE – Lovely stories that emphasize 
various phonics patterns.  3 reading series at different 
levels.  Our favorite book is Frank the Fish Gets His 
Wish – every class should have this book. 

K – 3 regular 
instruction and 
intervention 

Flyleaf Publishing 
Flyleafpublishing.com 

High Noon Sound Out 
Chapter Books 

ALMOST DECODABLE – 6 sets of chapter books for 
older struggling readers.  Approximately 6 books in 
each set.  Level 1 focuses on short vowels with one-
syllable words.  Decoding difficulty increases gradually 
as levels increase. 

Intervention 1 - 5 
Academic Therapy Publications 
Academictherapy.com  
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Decodable Text Sources (updated May 2020) 

Best for Young Readers (Grades K-2) 

 BOB Books

 Dog on a Log Books

 Dr. Maggie’s Phonic Readers

 EPS Phonics Plus Readers

 Flyleaf Emergent Readers

 Half Pint Readers

 High Noon Dandelion Launchers

 InitiaLit Readers from MultiLit (AUS)

 Jolly Phonics (USA)

 Junior Learning Decodable Readers

 Little Learners Love Literacy (AUS)

 Miss Rhonda’s Readers

 Primary Phonics Storybook Sets

 Pocket Rockets (AUS)

 Sonday System 1 & 2 Readers

 SPELL-Links Reading Library (digital)

 The Superkids Library

 Voyager Sopris Power Readers

 Youkan Reading Decodable Books

Best for Older Readers (Grades 3-8) 

 Agility with Sounds Books (NZ)

 Decodable Adventures

 High Noon Fantasy Series

 High Noon Moon Dog Series

 High Noon Sound Out Chapter Books

 High Noon Sound Out Nonfiction Series

 Simple Words Decodable Chapter Books

 Voyager Sopris Supercharged Readers

For All Ages 

 All About Reading Readers

 Barton Stand-Alone Books

 Flyleaf Decodable Literature Library

o Series 1

o Series 2

o Series 3

 Forward with Phonics Readers

 Go Phonics Readers

 Junior Learning Decodable Readers

 PhonicBooks (UK)

 Piper Books (UK)

 Turning Pages (UK & AUS)

 SLANT System Readers

 Spalding Readers

 S.P.I.R.E Decodable Readers

 SuperBooks Stories

 95% Group Decodable Passages

Teens & Adults 

 Saddleback TERL Phonics Book Sets

o Books for Tweens (gr. 4-8)

o Books for Teens (gr. 9-12)

 Teen & Adult Phonics (TAP) Library

https://www.thereadingleague.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/FINAL-Decodables-
Update-May-2020.pdf
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https://www.bobbooks.com/books/
https://dogonalogbooks.com/see-the-books/
http://www.creativeteaching.com/product/dr-maggies-phonics-readers-variety-pack
http://eps.schoolspecialty.com/products/literacy/readers/eps-phonics-plus-readers/about-the-program
https://flyleafpublishing.com/emergent-readers/
http://halfpintkids.com/product-category/books/
https://www.highnoonbooks.com/detailHNB.tpl?eqskudatarq=DDD-2337
http://www.multilit.com/wp-content/uploads/Reader_BROCHURE_2018_WEB.pdf
https://www.jollylearning.co.uk/product-category/us-shop/phonics-resources-us-shop/decodable-readers-phonics-resources-us-shop/
https://www.jollylearning.co.uk/product-category/us-shop/phonics-resources-us-shop/decodable-readers-phonics-resources-us-shop/
https://juniorlearning.com/search?type=product&q=decodable+books
https://juniorlearning.com/search?type=product&q=decodable+books
http://littlelearnersloveliteracy.com.au/
http://www.missrhondasreaders.com/books
http://eps.schoolspecialty.com/products/literacy/phonics-word-study/primary-phonics/components
https://readingmatters.com.au/buy-online/
https://www.winsorlearning.com/sonday-system-1
https://learningbydesign.com/word-study-products/spell-links-reading-library/
https://shop.zaner-bloser.com/shop/product-line/the-superkids-reading-resources
http://store.voyagersopris.com/power-readers/
https://www.amazon.com/Youkan-Reading-Cheryl-Young-PhD/dp/1652192174
https://agilitywithsound.co.nz/level-1-kits-books/
https://edandmel.decodableadventures.com/p/normal-0-false-false-false-en-us-x-none.html
http://www.highnoonbooks.com/listHNB-PhonicBookSeries.tpl?action=search&cart=15028170043588140&cattrack=Phonic%20Book%20Complete%20Series&xHNBCATEGORY=Phonic%20Books%20Complete%20Series&xHNBSUBCATEGORY=Phonic%20Book%20Complete%20Series&eqGROUPdatarq=item&bobx=Phonic%20Books%20-%20Complete%20Series
http://www.highnoonbooks.com/detailHNB.tpl?action=search&cart=152586824016970539&eqskudatarq=DDD-2208
http://www.highnoonbooks.com/detailHNB.tpl?action=search&cart=152586824016970539&eqskudatarq=DDD-2208
http://www.highnoonbooks.com/listHNB-Phonics.tpl?action=search&cart=15028170043588140&cattrack=Phonicsatoc&xHNBCATEGORY=Sound%20Out%20Chapter%20Books&xHNBSUBCATEGORY=PhonicsAtoC&bobx=1st%20Grade%20Phonics-Based&eqGROUPdatarq=item
http://www.highnoonbooks.com/listHNB-Phonics.tpl?action=search&cart=15028170043588140&cattrack=Phonicsatoc&xHNBCATEGORY=Sound%20Out%20Chapter%20Books&xHNBSUBCATEGORY=PhonicsAtoC&bobx=1st%20Grade%20Phonics-Based&eqGROUPdatarq=item
http://www.highnoonbooks.com/listHNB.tpl?action=search&cart=15028170043588140&cattrack=DecodableNonFiction&xHNBCATEGORY=Sound%20Out%20Chapter%20Books&xHNBSUBCATEGORY=PhonicsNonFiction&bobx=Phonics%20Non%20Fiction&eqGROUPdatarq=item
http://www.simplewordsbooks.com/
http://store.voyagersopris.com/supercharged-readers/
https://www.allaboutlearningpress.com/all-about-reading/
https://bartonreading.com/price/#books
https://flyleafpublishing.com/
https://flyleafpublishing.com/
https://flyleafpublishing.com/reading-series-one-decodable-books
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PRE-READING

PHONICS

Syllables
1. Count, segment, & blend syllables
2. Identify first & last syllable
3. Add, delete, & substitute syllables

Onset-Rime
Blend & complete onset-rime

Phoneme
Blend & segment 2 & 3 phonemes

First Sound
Identify first sound

Last Sound
Identify last sound

Letter Names – Upper & Lower Case
• Alphabet Song 
• Name letters (expressive) 
• Find letters (receptive) 

Letter Sounds – Lower Case
• Say sound of letter (expressive)
• Find letter for sound (receptive) 

Read Heart Words
10 Pre-Reading Heart Words:
the to and a I you of was for is

Read Words with Short Vowel Pattern
1. VC and CVC words (not read sound-by-sound)
2. Read at least 15 words in decodable connected text within 1 minute, with no more than 1 error 
3. Words with digraphs
4. Words with blends
5. 2-syllable words
6. 2- syllable words with schwa

Read Words with R-Controlled Vowel Pattern
1. Read 1 & 2-syllable words with r-controlled vowels
2. Read at least 25 words in decodable connected text within 1 minute, with no more than 1 error 
3. 3-syllable words

Read Words with Silent E Vowel Pattern
1. Read 1,  2, & 3-syllable words with silent e
2. Read at least 40 words in decodable connected text within 1 minute, with no more than 1 error 

Read Heart Words 
30 additional Heart Words

Read Heart Words 
15 additional Heart Words

Read Heart Words
15 additional Heart Words

Read Heart Words
15 additional Heart Words
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Continue with Heart WordsContinue with Advanced Phonics
Vowel team, silent letter combinations, split vowels, etc.

Grade 1

Students start Phonics instruction once Pre-Reading Skills are mastered

Kindergarten

PRE-READING AND BEGINNING READING SKILLS MAP V6 

©2011 Readsters, LLC

Ready to 
read non-
decodable 

text 
during 
lessons

Read Words with 1 Long Vowel at the End Pattern
1. Read 1,2, & 3-syllable words with long vowel spelled with one letter at the end of a syllable
2. Read at least 35 words in decodable connected text within 1 minute, with no more than 1 error

Read Heart Words
15 additional Heart Words

This is a suggested phonics scope & sequence, yours may vary
21




