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USDA Farm to School, F2S

* Formally established in 2010 with the Healthy
Hunger-Free Kids Act of 2010

* Local foods are purchased, promoted and
served in the cafeteria

* Students gain access to healthy, local foods
while strengthening the local economy
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Challenges for MS Schools:

* Food Safety certifications for small farms

* MS crop production/selection

e Summer growing season

* Success of Farmers Markets
and Farm to Table
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Ensuring a hrightﬁtu.n: for every child

Partnership between MS Dept of Education &
MS Dept of Agriculture and Commerce

e Established in School Year 2001-2002
e Utilizes USDA Fresh entitlement funds

* Encourages the serving of locally grown
produce

* Provides more fresh produce to schools

e Supports local and state economy
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MDE operates the largest school purchasing
program in the nation

* Centralized system for planning food
purchases, including F2S

e Existing distribution network that is used to
lower delivery costs

e All MS schools can participate in MS F2S

e Economies of scale that allow MDE/MDAC
to involve farmers statewide
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MDAC coordinates farmer participation
* Grants and training for safety certifications
* Over 100 MS farmers are involved and

benefit |
* Farming Co-Ops :

* Family farms
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Ensuring a hrightﬁtu.n: for every child

 Up to1yearinadvance, MDAC identifies
potential products

 MDE surveys schools to determine items
schools want and in what quantities

 Farmers are able to plant crops based on
school demand

e MDE and MDAC coordinate shipments to
contracted distributors and deliveries to
schools
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Ensuring a hrightﬁtu.n: for every child

* Fresh and frozen MS produce to schools

e SY 2014-2015
— Approx $1 million ordered
— $887,000 In MS produce delivered to
schools
—19 items, including:
Strawberries, sweet potatoes, turnip

greens, grape tomatoes, green beans,
yellow squash, cucumbers, blueberries,

butterbeans, etc.
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New items for School Year 2015-201

* Broccolicrowns i . Y8
* Cantaloupes
e Watermelons
e Leaf Lettuce
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Fresh, local produce from
MS farms

MS F2S resources

MS F2SWeek events |
(15t full week Oct) _ G ,t"F*Tiﬂﬂiﬂ_ﬁjiﬂ:ﬁiﬁrw{sﬁmﬂnu@.

— Visits from local farmers TS
to classrooms

— Taste testings ¥ ey
- Po S It |Ve m e d I a eve n t S : ]I}:Iraar:gflg;nh!e“r:!:;es:hgu!uﬂlj?:q;:e;mu:;g:;r:{ﬁrgﬂen the Colonists arrived. | mim‘lia

The crushed barries were mixed with cornmeal and baked into Sirawberry bread. oo onfly s

After rying this read, Colonits developed their own version f the ecipe and Missisippi
Strawberry Shortcake was created. ik Ehat of Allen & Janice

@ Qunce for ounce, strawberries have more vitamin € than cirus frult. Euanks from Locedsl, S

) , .~ Strawberries arean
-~ . excellent way to eat healthy!

. - '§ ¢ ’\1— #:

As a member of the rose Family. strawberries are the only Fruit with seeds on the outside rather than the Inside.
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* 2015, USDA no longer allowed Fresh
entitlement funds to be used for any
processing or storage for frozen items

* “Fresh to frozen” produce represents
approximately 45% of MS F2S purchases

* Blueberries, butterbeans, peas, collards,
turnips, corn cobbettes, green beans
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Ensuring a bnghtﬁn.m! for every child

e Granttoreplace USDA funds

* 2015-2016, less than $10,000 secured
$323,373 in local produce for MS schools

* Funding allows for expansion of MS F2S
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Farm to School Census

« Only 68% of MS Public School
Districts responded

e https:/[farmtoschoolcensus.fns.usda.qgov/f

Ind-your-school-district/mississippi
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