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To create a world-class 
educational system that gives 
students the knowledge and 
skills to be successful in 
college and the workforce, 
and to flourish as parents 
and citizens

VISION
To provide leadership 
through the development of 
policy and accountability 
systems so that all students 
are prepared to compete in 
the global community

MISSION
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ALL Students Proficient 
and Showing Growth in All 
Assessed Areas

EVERY Student Graduates 
from High School and is Ready 
for College and Career

EVERY Child Has Access 
to a High-Quality Early 
Childhood Program

EVERY School Has Effective 
Teachers and Leaders

EVERY Community Effectively 
Uses a World-Class Data System to 

Improve Student Outcomes

EVERY School and District is 
Rated “C” or Higher
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4Agenda

To understand
• Process for identifying English learners
• Language Service Plans
• LAS Links Reports
• Child Find
• Disorder or Language Difference
• Resources for support
• Current Research



5EL Basics

• Language Service Plans (LSP)
• Student Evaluation Team (SET)
• English Language Proficiency Tests



6English Learner Guidelines

• Mississippi English Learner 
Guidelines

• Federal Education Grants that can 
Support EL Students

• Instructional Strategies
• Administrator Supports
• USDE Dear Colleague Letter, Civil 

Rights of English Learners
• https://www.mdek12.org/EL

https://www.mdek12.org/EL
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Comes from an environment where a language other than English has had a 
significant impact on the individual’s level of English language proficiency, or

Is a Native American or Alaska Native, or a native resident of the outlying 
areas

Not born in the United States or whose native language is a language 
other than English

Enrolled or preparing to enroll in an elementary or secondary school 
(aged 3-21)

Federal Definition of English Learners
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Whose difficulties in speaking, reading, writing, or understanding the 
English language may be sufficient to deny the individual -

o The ability to meet the State’s proficient level of achievement on 
State assessments described in section 1111(b)(3);

o The ability to achieve in classrooms where the language of 
instruction is English; or,

o The ability to participate fully in society

Who is migratory, whose native language is a language other than 
English, and who comes from an environment where a language other 
than English is dominant; and 

Federal Definition of English Learners



9Identification Process of an EL Student

Home Language Survey

Initial Assessment of Language Proficiency

Parental Notification

Placement in EL Program

Development of English Language Service Plan



10Identification Process of an EL Student 

Home Language Survey:
• Completed during registration
• Issued to parents/guardians of all students
• Provides needed information to determine if  

additional screening is needed
LAS Links screener serves as Mississippi’s initial 
placement test
• completed within 30 days of enrollment at the 

beginning of the year and within two weeks of 
enrollment for students enrolling later in the   
year.



11Parent Notification 

• Notified of eligibility after the LAS Links screener (placement test) is 
administered

• Have the right to know that their child is eligible to receive services in 
a language instruction program

• Parents have the right to waive participation and remove their child 
from the district’s ELS instructional program.  However, whether the 
student is in an EL program or not, supports must still be 
provided by the classroom teacher.  
o If a student has been classified as an English Learner (EL), based on the 

Home Language Survey (HLS) and the LAS Links placement test, the student 
is still required, by federal law to take the ELP assessment until the student 
has tested proficient in English.



12Development of a Language Service Plan

Develop the Language Service Plan after the student is identified as 
an EL.
• Share and file the Language Service Plan and update it as needed
• Develop and update through the Student Evaluation Team (SET).  
•The SET must include at the minimum:  

- EL teacher 
- general education teacher 
- a school administrator 
- parent representative 

The team should meet at least quarterly. 



13Next Steps

• Place identified EL students in a sound language instruction 
educational program in addition to mainstream classes.

• Ensure the student receives the help needed to be 
academically successful if parents decline English Learner (EL) 
services (Local Education Agency).



14Practices to Avoid

• Identifying students by 
outward appearance or origin 
of birth 

• Eliminating students due to 
outward appearance or origin 
of birth

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC-ND

https://iris.peabody.vanderbilt.edu/module/ell/cresource/q1/p01/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
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Understanding the 
LAS Links Reports



16LAS Links Assessment

LAS Links is the Language Assessment System test:
• Is an English language proficiency assessment that measures 

the listening, speaking, reading, writing, and comprehension 
skills of K–12 students; 

• Includes a screener that serves as Mississippi’s initial 
placement test; and,

• Includes our end-of-year assessment given in the spring



17Administering the LAS Links Assessment

The LAS Links placement test and end-of-year assessment are 
secure testing materials and must:
• Be administered by a licensed teacher  who has been trained to 

administer the test;
• Be proctored by other personnel who have been trained in test 

security rules and regulations; and,
• Do not have a time limit. 
Test administrators and proctors may be, but do not have to 

be, the English Learner teacher.         



18Interpretation Guide

Each school has the following materials to help you understand 
the many reports available for each child: 
• an interpretation guide; 
• a digital Assessment Library; and,
• an Instructional Library provided by LAS Links.



19Interpretation Guide

• The Interpretation Guide also contains letters for parents 
available in different languages.  

• If you do not have these items in your building, contact your 
District Testing Coordinator. 

Check with 
your District 

Testing 
Coordinator



20LAS Links Instructional Library

• Contains a comprehensive collection of instructional materials 
to assist with the instruction of English Learners

• Should be shared with teachers, parents and students



21ELPT Reports to Request from your District Testing Coordinator

• Roster Reports – provide you with a list of all tested students 
and score results – can be requested by scaled score or by an 
alphabetical listing

• Student Proficiency Reports – provide you with individual 
student performance information in the four domains and 
overall, as well as a reading Lexile report

• Summary Report of Strands – provide you with a grade level 
focus on tested areas which allows you to identify overall grade 
level areas of strength and areas for growth



22Exit Criteria

An English Learner student may exit the program when the 
student:
• scores 4-5 on the Reading section of the LAS Links, and 
• scores 4-5 on the Writing section of the LAS Links, and
• scores 4-5 overall on the LAS Links
A student must be monitored for 4 years once they have exited 
the program. 



23LAS Links Student Proficiency Report

All teachers 
with EL 

students need 
to be given 
this data at 

the beginning 
of every

school year!



24LAS Links Student Proficiency Report



25LAS Links Student Proficiency Report



26LAS Links Student Proficiency Report



27Reading Lexile Report



28Roster Report



29Summary of Skill Areas



30Summary Report of Strands



31SharePoint

Access files to assist with LAS Links through SharePoint
Path to access SharePoint files:
• Educators, Student Assessment, SharePoint, Public Access, 

Statewide Assessment Programs, English Language 
Proficiency Test 



32Student Assessment



33SharePoint



34Public Access



35English Language Proficiency Test (ELPT)



36LAS Links Resources



37Supports for Teachers and Administrators

• LAS Links Blueprint gives skill areas, language content strands, 
and sub-skill areas/subtests for the different tested grade bands.

• LAS Links Overview provides the scope and sequence for the 
tested domains along with the subskills in the different tested grade 
spans.

• Proficiency Level Descriptors provide information to teachers as to 
what ELs can do at each proficiency level by grade level.

• Subskills and Objectives can be found in the LAS Links Online 
Instructional Library under standards and blueprints. This breaks 
down the LAS Links Standards Subskills in each of the four domains 
by grade level.



38Reading Vocabulary Subskills



39Estimated Language Acquisition Growth
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Writing a Language 
Service Plan



41LAS Links Student Proficiency Report

All teachers 
with EL 

students need 
to be given 
this data at 

the beginning 
of every

school year!



42LAS Links Student Proficiency Report



43LAS Links Student Proficiency Report



44LAS Links Student Proficiency Report



45Reading Lexile Report



46Language Service Plan Page 2 



47Setting Goals for the Four Domains

Options
• Use the proficiency level 

descriptors
• Use the test blueprint
• Other ways of determining the 

goals?

Listening Speaking

Reading Writing



48Language Service Plan Page 3



49Language Service Plan Page 2 



50Language Service Plan Page 3



51Exit/Monitor Status Documentation



52Exit/Monitor Status Documentation



53Exit/Monitor Status Documentation



54Exit/Monitor Status Documentation



55Important Discussion Points

• Services provided
• State assessment accommodations
• Classroom accommodations
• Progress towards English language 

acquisition
• Current grades
• Additional concerns?



56Child Find 

Child Find is the ongoing obligation to identify, locate, and 
evaluate all children suspected of disabilities who need special 
education and related services as a result of those disabilities.

Note:  A district should not violate its Child Find duty by 
repeatedly referring a student for interventions rather than 

evaluating the student’s need for special education and related 
services.
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Resources



58ALTELLA

The Role of Language and 
Communication in the Education 
of English Learners with 
Significant Cognitive Disabilities
https://altella.wceruw.org/resource
s.html
https://altella.wceruw.org/pubs/ALT
ELLA_Brief-07_Language-and-
Communication.pdf

https://altella.wceruw.org/resources.html
https://altella.wceruw.org/resources.html
https://altella.wceruw.org/pubs/ALTELLA_Brief-07_Language-and-Communication.pdf
https://altella.wceruw.org/pubs/ALTELLA_Brief-07_Language-and-Communication.pdf
https://altella.wceruw.org/pubs/ALTELLA_Brief-07_Language-and-Communication.pdf


59EL Tool Kit

• Office of English 
Language Acquisition

• Chapter 6
• https://www2.ed.gov/ab

out/offices/list/oela/engl
ish-learner-
toolkit/chap6.pdf

https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/oela/english-learner-toolkit/chap6.pdf
https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/oela/english-learner-toolkit/chap6.pdf
https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/oela/english-learner-toolkit/chap6.pdf
https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/oela/english-learner-toolkit/chap6.pdf


60Comparison of Language Differences Versus Disabilities

• Oral Comprehension/Listening
• Speaking/Oral Fluency
• Phonemic Awareness/Reading
• Reading Comprehension and

Vocabulary
• Writing
• Spelling
• Mathematics
• Handwriting
• Behavior



61Mississippi English Language Proficiency Standards

• Mississippi English Language 
Proficiency Standards for all general 
education and most special education 
EL students

• Mississippi Alternate English Language 
Proficiency Standards for EL students 
with significant cognitive disabilities

https://www.mdek12.org/sites/default/files/Offices/MDE/OA/OSA/ELPT/ms_english_language_proficiency_elp_standards.pdf
https://www.mdek12.org/sites/default/files/Offices/MDE/OA/OSA/ELPT/ms_english_language_proficiency_elp_standards.pdf
https://www.mdek12.org/sites/default/files/Offices/MDE/OA/OSA/ELPT/ms_alternate_english_language_proficiency_alt-elp_standards_for_els_with_scd.pdf
https://www.mdek12.org/sites/default/files/Offices/MDE/OA/OSA/ELPT/ms_alternate_english_language_proficiency_alt-elp_standards_for_els_with_scd.pdf


62The Ten Standards

 Standards 1 through 7 involve the 
language necessary for ELs to engage in 
the central content-specific practices 
associated with ELA & Literacy, 
mathematics, and science.  They begin 
with a focus on extraction of meaning 
and then progress to engagement.

 Standards 8 through 10 address the 
micro-level linguistic features that are 
important to focus on but only in the 
service of the other seven standards.  
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Level 1 - Preproduction
Level 2 - Early Production
Level 3 - Speech Emergence 
Level 4 - Early/Intermediate Fluency
Level 5 - Advanced Fluency 
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Low = 
Preproduction

Mid = Speech 
Emergence

High = 
Early/Intermediate 
Fluency



65Resources – MDE English Learner Page



66MDE English Learner Page



67EL Resources

Guide for Parents of 
English Learners
• English
• Spanish
• Arabic
• Chinese
• Vietnamese



68EL Resources

Family Guides for 
Student Success
• Grades PreK – 8
• English and 

Spanish



69English Learner Guidelines

• Mississippi English Learner 
Guidelines

• Federal Education Grants that can 
Support EL Students

• Instructional Strategies
• Administrator Supports
• USDE Dear Colleague Letter, Civil 

Rights of English Learners



70Newcomer Kit

• Newcomer Kit Introduction
• Newcomer Orientation Chart
• Communication cards (elementary 

and secondary)
• Sentence stem cards
• Visual schedule template
• Welcome to Our School



71Intervention Services Contacts 
Laurie Weathersby

Bureau Director
lweathersby@mdek12.org

Toccara Arnold Vacant
MTSS Regional Coach Academic Intervention Specialist
tarnold@mdek12.org

Sandra Elliott Bacardi Harris, EdD
English Learner & Intervention Specialist MTSS Regional Coach
selliott@mdek12.org bharris@mdek12.org

Michelle McClain Jackie Mockbee
Behavior Intervention Specialist Dyslexia Support Service Specialist
mmclain@mdek12.org jmockbee@mdek12.org

Mathis Sheriff Lorie Sisk
Academic Intervention Specialist & Gifted Support Service Specialist
Gifted Contact lsisk@mdek12.org
msheriff@mdek12.org

71

mailto:lweathersby@mdek12.org
mailto:tarnold@mdek12.org
mailto:selliott@mdek12.org
mailto:bharris@mdek12.org
mailto:mmclain@mdek12.org
mailto:jmockbee@mdek12.org
mailto:lsisk@mdek12.org
mailto:msheriff@mdek12.org


72Mississippi English Learner Contacts

Sandra Elliott Sharon Prestridge 
Elementary Education Student Assessment
and Reading English Learner Coordinator
English Learner Intervention sprestridge@mdek12.org
Support Specialist 
selliott@mdek12.org Melissa Levy-Jackson

Office of Federal Programs
Brendsha Roby-Fletcher Title III Coordinator
Office of Federal Programs mlevy@mdek12.org
Director of Discretionary Grants
BrRoby@mdek12.org
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mailto:sprestridge@mdek12.org
mailto:selliott@mdek12.org
mailto:mlevy@mdek12.org
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