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EDUCATIONAL SCHOLA ]sHIP ACCOUNT (ESA)

Students who reside in the State of
Mississippi

Students who have an active
Individualized Education Program
(IEP) within three (3) years from the
date of application. An “active IEP”
is an IEP developed by a public-
school district where the student
was enrolled and received special
education or related services

outlined in the IEP.

Provide an organized, appropriate educational program with measurable annual
goals and provide an education for the student in at least the subjects of reading,
grammar, mathematics, social studies and science;

Document the participating student’s disability every three (3) years after initial / Jj
enrollment in the program;

Not enroll the participating student in a public school and to acknowledge that the
eligible school has provided clear notice that the student has no individual entitlement |
to a free appropriate public education (FAPE) from the home school district, including ’,
special education and related services, for as long as the student is participating in the |-
ESA program; :

Not to file for the participating student a certificate of enrollment indicating
participation in a home instruction program under Section 37-13-19, Mississippi
Code of 1972; and

Not to participate in the Mississippi Dyslexia Therapy Scholarship for Students
with Dyslexia Program or the Mississippi Speech-Language Therapy Scholarship
for Students with Speech-Language Impairments Program while participating in
the ESA program.

Notify the Mississippi Department of Education (MDE) immediately upon a change
in status that causes one or more of the above items to no longer be met.

Provide the OSE, ESA division pre- and post-assessments by June of the awarded
school year.

Participate and share the pre-and post-assessments administered by the school the
student is attending.
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What Does It Mean to Be Placed on A Waitlist?

When Is the Best Time to Apply?




Tuition and or academic fees from an eligible school- Fees in il
addition to tuition are allowable only if they directly impact the
educational needs of the student..

: Textbooks related to academrc coursework

Payment to a tutor - Documentatlon must be prov1ded that
verifies the tutor is certified or licensed by a state, regional, or
national certification, licensing or accreditation (The student
cannot be homeschooled or enrolled in a public school and
receive these funds)

Payment for purchase of currlculurn including any
supplemental materials required by the curriculum

Fees for nationally standardized norm-referenced achievement
tests, including alternate assessments; Advanced Placement

exams or similar courses; and any exams related to
’college/umversny admission

Educational services or therapres from a llcensed or certified
practitioner or provider, including licensed or certified
 paraprofessionals or educational aides (The student cannot be

homeschooled or enrolled ina publlc school and receive these:
funds) :

o Tumon, and fees related to dual enrollment at a postsecondary

1‘7\

. institution, - These expenses are allowable for a high school 'f il \7’
student taking a class or classes at a postsecondary institution

(community college, college, or university accredited by a state, |

regional or national accrediting organization) but they are not

allowable for a student who has graduated from high school and

is enrolled at a postsecondary institution.

. Textbooks related to dual enrollment academic coursework at a
postsecondary institution

No more than $50.00 in annual consumable school supplies
necessary for educational services and therapies daily
classroom activities, and tutoring

Computer hardware and software and other technological devices
if an eligible school, licensed and certified tutor, licensed or
certified educational service practitioner or provider, or licensed
medical professional verifies in writing that these items are
essential for the student to meet annual, measurable educational
and academic goals or goals within the scope of the eligible
student’s IEP. Qualifying expenses for computer hardware and
software include only those expenses incurred within the awarded
year. Once a student is no longer participating in the program all
computer hardware and technology devices must be donated to
the public school or library.




S

i
&

How Will I Receive the Funds?

Upon MDE’s final determination of the award, parents
will be sent a letter requesting additional information that

must be completed and submitted in order
student account for reimbursement of expenses.

be paid quarterly to the parent or to an l’ L"‘:
educational service provider if approved by =/
parent,

the

Funds will

to finalize

the

on a reimbursement basis. The parent must ‘ "4/‘ 5

submit a reimbursement request with proper documentation
of itemized expenses incurred. Parents who pay fees in
full at the beginning of the school will receive even

distributions over the four quarters. No lump

reimbursements are permissible.

sum

Tentative Reimbursement Dates for the 2022 — 2023 SY

Quarter Request Due to MDE Disbursement Date
Office of Special Education '
J# Due on or before August 31, 2022 September 20, 2022
ond Due on or before November 30, 2022 December 23, 2022
3 Due on or before February 28, 2023 March 31, 2023
At Due on or before May 31, 2023 June 23, 2023

Questions

Additional information on the ESA Program can be found at
www.mdek12.0rg/OSE/ESA or by calling the OSE at 601-359-3498.




