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Cross-Curricular
Half-Day or Full-Day Workshops

 
This session is designed to provide teachers with the tools
needed to effectively manage their classroom. Topics will 
include: building relationships, implementing routines and
procedures, and creating a positive classroom culture. In
addition, participants will review relevant research on
understanding and connecting with their students and will
develop a plan of action to put into place in their own
classroom. 

  
 

Creating a Positive Classroom Culture  
 

 
This training serves as a guide to strategies and resources for
teachers to keep students actively engaged in the classroom.
Participants will learn how to incorporate active engagement
strategies into their lesson plans and create a SMART Goal for
implementation of these strategies.

  
Grades: K-12

  
 
 

Active Engagement: Strategies for Success

 
Creating and maintaining effective centers can often seem
daunting to educators.   This session provides practical ways to
schedule, organize, develop, and maintain centers. 

  
Grades: K-8

  
 
 
 
 

Centering Your Centers: Phase I
 Theory and Mechanics

Half-day trainings can be combined with other sessions to form a full-day of training. 

3 Hours     1 Day

3 Hours    1 Day

Grades: K-12
3 Hours     1 Day

 
Anchor charts and word walls are essential elements of an
effective classroom. This session will provide teachers with
information regarding the three different types of anchor
charts and how to incorporate them into daily instruction.   In
addition, participants will learn how to utilize interactive word
walls to build better vocabulary acquisition in their students.

  
Grades: K-12

  
 
 
 

3 Hours     1 Day

If These Walls Could Talk: Effectively Using Anchor
Charts and Word Walls



Cross-Curricular
Half-Day or Full-Day Workshops

Half-day trainings can be combined with other sessions to form a full-day of training. 

 
 
Participants will learn essential components and effective
models of co-teaching in inclusive classrooms. This session
addresses the roles of administrators, general educators, and
special educators in implementing co-teaching programs
that improve learning  for ALL students. Successful co-
teaching requires a team approach. 
 
Grades K-12

Effective Co-Teaching Practices

3 Hours            1 Day   

Training participants must include representatives from special
education, general education, and administration.

 
 
The session is designed to help participants gain a better 
understanding of how to use the Family Guides to  Student
Success to help create a true partnership with parents. 
Participants will learn how to effectively implement the use of
the guides during parent or literacy/math   workshops to
increase parental involvement through the demonstration of

 hands-on activities.
  

Grades K-8

3 Hours

Each professional development session can be followed-up
with a request for additional support services. This assistance
can be ongoing and customized to meet the needs of the
teachers and/or goals of the school/district. Some of the
assistance provided may include model lessons of
instructional strategies, follow-up teacher observations with
feedback, or assistance with the development of IEPs or
lesson plans. 

  
Grades K-12

On-Site Coaching: 
From Professional Development to Practice

Providing Engaging Experiences for Parents 



Cross-Curricular
Multi-Day Workshops

Easy as PIE: Planning, Instructing, and Engaging  
A New Teacher Training

  

The Power of a Positive Classroom  
 

 
This training serves as an extension to the workshop  
Active Engagement Strategies, allowing participants to
explore  strategies and resources to keep their students
engaged. In addition, participants will examine methods for
using technology and assessments to enhance student
understanding and increase motivation.

  
Grades: K-12

  
 
 

Keeping it REAL: Relevant and Engaging
Activities for Learning   

 

4 Days

2 Days         3 Days

2 Days

 
This professional development session serves as  
an extension to Creating a Positive Classroom Culture.   
Participants will further examine methods for organizing their
classroom and building relationships with and among their
students, explore strategies for engaging and dealing with
difficult students, evaluate their own current practices, and
develop a plan of action for their classroom. 

  
Grades K-12

  

 
This  session is designed for novice educators with 0-3 years of
experience in order to help them survive and thrive during
their initial years in the classroom. This workshop combines
information from the  Classroom  Management/Creating a
Positive Classroom Culture, Differentiation,  and Active
Engagement Strategies workshops,  as well as spends time
focusing on standards and lesson planning with a content-
expert from ELA, mathematics, or science. 

  
Grades K-12

  
 
 

Multi-day trainings can be broken into multiple half-day trainings and do not have to be
presented consecutively. 



English Language Arts
Half-Day or Full-Day Workshops

Morphology Matters: Understand Meaning Through
Word Structure 

Teaching students how to become critical thinkers and critical
analyzers of text is a necessary skill to master MS College and
Career Readiness Standards. This session provides teachers
with evidence based research and strategies to help students
think critically and analyze text through the utilization of close
reads and various questioning techniques

  
Grades K-8
Available March 2019

Creating Critical Thinkers

3 Hours 

3 Hours 

Participants will gain a better understanding of one of the key
literacy components: morphology. Participants will review
relevant research pertaining to morphological instruction.
Participants will also interact with evidence based strategies
that will help students to understand words at the morphemic
level and better prepare them to deal with the increased
reading and writing demands across curriculum and content
areas.

 Grades: K-12
Available March 2019

New!

New!

Participants will explore what good readers naturally do and
learn research-based strategies to improve comprehension
before, during, and after reading.

  
Grades 6-12

Literacy for the Secondary Classroom  
 

3 Hours            1 Day   

Participants will explore the types of vocabulary, determine
which vocabulary words to teach, and discover ways to engage
students through both direct and indirect vocabulary
instruction that can be used across content areas.

  
Grades: 6-12

Revised!

Engaging Vocabulary Instruction in the
Secondary Classroom 

3 Hours            1 Day   

Revised!



English Language Arts
Half-Day or Full-Day Workshops

Half-day trainings can be combined with other sessions to form a full-day of training. 

Developing Young Writers in the Elementary
Classroom 

This session is designed for educators to develop 
an understanding of the Mississippi College and Career 
Readiness Standards for writing.   Participants will engage in
hands-on activities including creating “on-demand” writing
prompts through the use of text-dependent questions, as well
as learning to flip reading standards into   writing prompts. 
Participants will also learn strategies to aid them in teaching
the writing process and implementing writing instruction in
the classroom.

  
Grades K-12

Writing in the CCRS Classroom 

The session is designed for educators to develop a greater 
understanding of the Mississippi College and Career Readiness
standard for narrative writing.  Participants will review  relevant
narrative writing research, engage in hands-on strategies to
help teach narrative writing, and create a plan of action for
successful implementation within the classroom.

  
 
Grades K-8

Narrative Writing  
 

1 Day   

3 Hours            1 Day   

Attendees must bring current student writing samples. 

3 Hours            1 Day   

Informative Writing  
 The session is designed for educators to develop a greater 

understanding of the Mississippi College and Career Readiness
standard for informative writing.   Participants will review
relevant informative writing research, engage in hands-on
strategies to help teach informative writing, and create a plan
of action for successful implementation within the classroom.

  
Grades K-8

1 Day   

This session is designed to help participants begin to
implement writing in the early grades.   Participants will
acquire knowledge of the   multiple developmental stages of
writing that students matriculate through and   utilize best-
practices for writing instruction.

  
Grades: K-3



English Language Arts
Half-Day or Full-Day Workshops

Half-day trainings can be combined with other sessions to form a full-day of training. 

The session is designed for educators to develop a greater 
understanding of the Mississippi College and Career Readiness
standard for opinion/argumentative writing.   Participants will
review relevant research, engage in hands-on strategies to
help teach these writing types, and create a plan of action for
successful implementation within the classroom.

  
Grades: K-12

Opinion/Argumentative Writing  
 

Developing strong foundational skills is essential for   early
readers.  This session provides teachers with hands-on,
research-based  strategies  to address the areas of phonemic
and phonological awareness, phonics, and oral language.

  
Grades K-3

Building Foundational Skills: Focus on
Phonological Awareness, Phonics, and Oral
Language

In order for students to become proficient readers, they must
master all five components of reading. This session provides
teachers with hands-on, research-based strategies to address
one of these components: fluency.   Participants will explore
different types of strategies to help students   become fluent
readers and various assessment tools and resources to
measure  students’ fluency. 

  
Grades K-12

Teaching Techniques for Engaging Fluency
Instruction 

3 Hours 

Teaching Techniques for Engaging Vocabulary
Instruction 
Participants will explore the types of vocabulary, determine
which vocabulary words to teach, discover ways to engage
students through both direct and indirect instruction, and
learn how to incorporate word play into lessons that meet a
variety of content areas.

  
 
Grades K-5

3 Hours         1 Day 

Opinion Writing: K-5    Argumentative Writing: 6-12

1 Day   

1 Day   



English Language Arts
Half-Day or Full-Day Workshops

Half-day trainings can be combined with other sessions to form a full-day of training. 

This session is designed as a follow up to Centering Your
Centers: Theory and Mechanics where participants will
engage with strategies and explore resources for
incorporating the five components of reading + writing into
their daily center instruction.

  
Grades K-8

Centering Your Centers: Phase II
 Implementation and Practice 

  1 Day   

Teaching Effective Reading Comprehension
Strategies 

During this session, participants will become familiar with the
reciprocal   teaching strategy along with other evidence-
based comprehension strategies to improve instruction
before, during, and after reading.

  
 
Grades K-5

3 Hours         1 Day 

This session is designed to assist teachers in effectively
utilizing the Mississippi College and Career Readiness
Standards for English Language Arts Scaffolding Document
to identify intervention activities, misconceptions in student
learning, student readiness, formative assessment outcomes,
and skills necessary to master the standards. 

  
Grades K-12

Differentiation in the ELA Classroom 

Incorporating Effective Literacy Strategies in the
Social Studies Classroom 
In this session, participants will learn evidence-based
approaches for improving vocabulary, fluency, and
comprehension in social studies classrooms.    Incorporating
ways to differentiate lessons will also be included.

  
Grades 6-12

3 Hours         1 Day 

3 Hours           1 Day   



English Language Arts
Multi-Day Workshops

 
This session combines the   three sessions of Narrative Writing,
Informative Writing, and Opinion/Argument Writing to help
teachers tackle the various writing types and CCRS standards
to create better writers in their classroom.

  
 
Grades K-8

  
 
  

Writing the Right Way NEW!

Focus Study of a Standard

This training is provided to give teachers a complete
understanding of the components of reading and effective
literacy instruction. It combines the sessions of  Building
Foundational Skills, Teaching Techniques for Engaging
Fluency & Vocabulary Instruction, and Teaching Effective
Comprehension Strategies.

  
Grades: K-12

  
 
 

Five Components of Reading   
  

This training is designed individually for schools needing
specific and on-going support with any of the current ELA
standards based on teacher surveys and student data. Time
will be spent breaking down the standard, exploring
evidence-based strategies to support the standard, and
planning or locating resources to help teachers better
address the standard. 

  
Grades: K-12

  
 
 
This session must be requested 6 weeks prior to the training date. 

Multi-day trainings can be broken into multiple half-day trainings and do not have to be
presented consecutively. 

Varies

2 Days         3 Days

3 Days



Mathematics 
Half-Day or Full-Day Workshops

Half-day trainings can be combined with other sessions to form a full-day of training. 

3 Hours

Having a consistent mathematical language is vital for
developing math proficiency, beginning in kindergarten and
extending throughout  a student’s mathematical career. In this
training, participants will understand how to develop a
language-rich environment to promote SMPs.

 This session includes activities for categorizing grade- and
domain-specific math vocabulary, exploring mathematical
vocabulary in a cultural context, and  overcoming the hurdle of
multiple-meaning words.

  
Grades K-12

Let's Talk Math   
 

Using a building construction theme, kindergarten, first, and
second  grade teachers will expand their understanding of our
base ten system and come   away with content and
pedagogical strategies to improve number sense instruction in
their classrooms. 

  
Grades K-2

Participants will discover engaging ways to perform daily
checks of student understanding to help move beyond exit
tickets, quizzes, and tests.
 
Grades 3-12

  
 

Juggling Formative Assessment to Guide Math
Instruction  

 

3 Hours

3 Hours

This session is designed as a follow-up to Centering Your
Centers: Theory and Mechanics where participants will engage
with strategies and explore resources for incorporating rich
mathematical tasks into their daily center instruction.

  
 
Grades K-8

Centering Your Centers: Phase II
 Implementation and Practice

1 Day

Building a Strong Foundation for Base Ten



Mathematics 

Half-day trainings can be combined with other sessions to form a full-day of training. 

  3 Hours         1 Day          

Fun, hands-on tools and manipulatives will be examined to
assist teachers in developing the conceptual understanding
for key standards in the MS-CCRS for mathematics.

  
Grades K-12

  

Using Appropriate Tools and Manipulatives

In this interactive session, participants will learn discipline-
specific research-based strategies for improving vocabulary,
fluency, and comprehension in the mathematics classroom.

  
Grades K-12

ABCs and 123s of Infusing Literacy in the Math
Classroom 

1 Day 

Employ new ways to engage 21st century learners through
technology-rich mathematics tasks that support the MS
CCRS. This training will provide participants with an
opportunity  to work collaboratively to plan math lessons
using  technology to support all learners. 

  
This training will require each participant to have access to a
computer and internet to fully participate in the activities.

  
Grades K-12

Teaching with Technology 

      3 Hours          1 Day          

Half-Day or Full-Day Workshops

Focus Study of a Standard
This training is designed individually for schools needing
specific and on-going support with any of the current math
standards based on teacher surveys and student data. Time
will be spent breaking down the standard, exploring
evidence-based strategies to support the standard, and
planning or locating resources to help teachers better
address the standard. 

  
Grades: K-12

  
 
 
This session must be requested 6 weeks prior to the training date. 

Varies



Half-day trainings can be combined with other sessions to form a full-day of training. 

2 Days         3 Days

This multi-day training is designed to provide teachers with
strategies to effectively engage students in mathematics. It
combines the topics of The ABCs and 123s of Infusing Literacy
in the Math Classroom,   Interpreting the Standards for
Mathematical Practice, Teaching with Technology, Let’s Talk
Math, and If These Walls Could Talk.

  
Grades K-12

  

Math is Not a Spectator Sport  
 

During this multi-day training, teachers will focus on
developing a strong understanding of the MS CCR Math
Standards. Participants will explore the Scaffolding
Document, look at components of a 5E Lesson Plan, and dig
into grade-specific domains to encourage depth and rigor
associated with the MS CCRS when planning lessons.

  
Grades K-12

Lessons that Make Math Stick  
 

2 Days         3 Days

In this extension to Using Appropriate Tools and 
Manipulatives, participants will take an in-depth look at how
a strategic use of tools to develop conceptual understanding
can help support student achievement and engagement. It
combines the topics of Using Appropriate Tools and
Manipulatives, Interpreting the Standards for Mathematical
Practice, and Teaching with Technology, while providing
participants time to explore and create activities to use in
their own classrooms.

  
Grades K-12

  

Teaching with Tools  
 

Mathematics 
Multi-Day Workshops

2 Days         3 Days



Science 

Half-day trainings can be combined with other sessions to form a full-day of training. 

3 Hours       1 Day

Thinking about throwing away those old labs? Well DON’T! In
this session, participants will learn how to reform cookbook
labs into critical thinking labs that help teachers reach the goal
of providing inquiry-based opportunities for students.
 
  

Reforming Cookbook Labs

Focus Study of a Standard

Participants should bring lab activities used in class.  
 

Grades 6-12
 
Available March 2019

Half-Day or Full-Day Workshops
How to Create 5E Lessons for Science
The 5E lesson plan supports SEP-instruction and allows
students to make discoveries and process new skills in an
engaging way. During this session, participants will plan more
effectively using the 5 E process, which will help with having
the activities set up, the lesson sequence well thought out,
and the objectives thoroughly covered.

3 Hours         1 Day 

Grades 5-12
 
Available March 2019

New!

New!

Varies

This training is designed individually for schools needing
specific and on-going support with any of the current science
standards based on teacher surveys and student data. Time
will be spent breaking down the standard, exploring
evidence-based strategies to support the standard, and
planning or locating resources to help teachers better
address the standard. 

  
 
  
 
 

Grades 5-12
 
 This session must be requested 6 weeks prior to the training date. 

New!

In this session, participants will explore the   research and
benefits of direct vocabulary instruction in the science
classroom. They will be provided with engaging vocabulary
strategies for improving students’ understanding of science
concepts and review ways to assess students’ vocabulary
knowledge.

  
Grades 5-12

Effective Strategies for Teaching Vocabulary in
the Middle and High School Science Classroom

3 Hours  



Science 

Half-day trainings can be combined with other sessions to form a full-day of training. 

3 Hours       1 Day

This in-depth approach to interpreting the 2018 MS-CCRS for 
Science  will allow teachers to explore new standards and
performance objectives along with the science and
engineering practices.   Teachers will walk through the
interpretation of a standard/performance objective along with a
sample lesson to gain knowledge of how to develop other
lessons for their science students. Classroom assessment
practices will  also be discussed. 

  

Interpreting the MS CCRS for Science

This dimension of the 2018 MS-CCRS for Science engages
students in actively doing science and thinking like a scientist
or an engineer. This session will help educators become more
familiar with the eight (8) practices, consider what they might
look like in the classroom by seeing simple examples of
activities connected to the practices, and see how engineering
fits with science practices for student mastery of the
performance objectives. 

  
Grades K-12

A Closer Look at the SEPs (Science and
Engineering Practices)

3 Hours

Centering Your Centers: Phase II 
Implementation and Practice

  

This session is only available to teachers who have previously completed
the Overview of the MS-CCRS for Science.

Grades K-12

Half-Day or Full-Day Workshops

3 Hours      1 Day

This session is designed as a follow-up to Centering Your
Centers: Theory and Mechanics where participants will learn
how to plan appropriate and meaningful activities to benefit all
learners and to provide appropriate learning experiences so
that students will understand the nature of science. 

  
 
Grades K-8

Overview of the Mississippi College- and Career-
Readiness Standards for Science
This session will introduce the 2018 Mississippi College- and 
Career-Readiness Standards (MS CCRS) for Science. An
overview of the organization of the new standards with an
explanation of the components used in the writing of the new
document will be included. Teachers will compare the 2010
Science Framework to the 2018 MS CCRS for Science.   The
training will also include general hands-on activities,
implementation strategies, and suggestions for developing 
lessons based on the new document.

3 Hours         1 Day  Grades K-12



Science 

Half-day trainings can be combined with other sessions to form a full-day of training. 

3 Hours

During this  session, participants will learn research-based
strategies that will help improve    vocabulary, fluency, and
comprehension within  the science classrooms.   Incorporating
ways to differentiate lessons will also be included.

  

Incorporating Effective Literacy Strategies in the  
 Science Classroom

Grades 5-12

This training will combine the Overview of the MS CCRS for
Science, Interpreting the MS CCRS for Science, and A  Closer
Look at the SEPs to ensure teachers can create meaningful
lesson plans for their students with the new science
standards. 

  
Grades K-12

  
 

Digging Deeper Into the Science Standards

1 Day                 2 Days

Half, Full, or Multi-Day Workshops



Special Education 

Half-day trainings can be combined with other sessions to form a full-day of training. 

Half-Day or Full-Day Workshops

This training is designed to provide participants   with a
toolbox of strategies to effectively instruct students with
significant   cognitive disabilities.   Topics will include: 
classroom design, effective goal writing, behavior
management, data collection, progress monitoring, and 
inclusion practices. Participants will have the opportunity to
collaborate and develop classroom plans specific to their
students. 

  
Grades K-12

Supporting Students with Significant Cognitive
Disabilities  

 

Participants will understand how to identify the needs, types
of placements available, types of   accommodations for
instruction and testing, and develop an appropriate plan that
aligns with the   type of vision loss of the student. This
training will also  provide insight into what visual impairment/
blindness truly means and how to adapt teaching   styles to
better serve this unique population of students.

  
Grades K-12

Determining the Needs for Students with a
Visual Impairment 

 
This session is designed for first year special educators to help
them have a successful year integrating into their new role in
the classroom. This workshop covers several topics including:
Individualized Education Programs, strategies for
implementation and data collection, building relationships
for effective co-teaching purposes, important  timelines, and
addressing the needs of each individual student. 

  
Grades K-12

  

New Special Education Teacher Training  
 

1 Day

1 Day

1 Day 

1 Day

This session focuses on developing, writing, and
implementing transition plans for middle and high school
students. Using Indicator 13, participants will learn how to
develop  meaningful, compliant transition plans that improve
post-secondary outcomes.

  
Grades: 6-12

Secondary Transition Training



Special Education
Full or Multi-Day Workshops

The Basics of Behavior Management: Phase II

1 Day     

 
This full-day training will provide participants an opportunity to
expand upon the knowledge they received in Phase I. Scripted
stories, visual supports, work-based  stations, teaching
alternative behaviors, other aids and strategies teachers can
use  in the special education classroom and the general
education classroom will be  added. Real-life application and
hands-on strategies await the learner in this  interactive
training.
 
 
 
Grades K-12
Available March 2019
 
 

Multi-day trainings can be broken into multiple half-day trainings and do not have to be
presented consecutively. 

 
This session offers behavioral strategies to implement in 
both the special education and general education settings.
This interactive, hands-on learning experience will provide an
introductory training in behavior while exploring the
functions of behavior, beginning strategies for behavior
management, developing behavior plans, and collecting and
managing  data. This session is only available in smaller grade
bands of K-5 and 6-12. 

  
 Grades: K-12

  
 
 

The Basics of Behavior Management: Phase I  
  

1 Day

Developing Meaningful and Purposeful IEPs

1 Day      4 Days

 
This  training provides in-depth training on all components of
an Individualized Educational Program through lecture,
hands-on activities, and practical application.   Topics to be
covered will include:   PLAAFP, baseline, goals, progress
monitoring, special considerations, special education and
related services, and Least Restrictive Environment (LRE). 
Transition Services will also  be addressed on day four for
those who work with students who are age 14 older and
request a multi-day workshop. 

  
Grades K-12

  

New!

This session is only available to teachers who have previously completed The
Basics of Behavior Management: Phase I



Presenters

Tanjanikia McKinney
 Science

Elise Brown
  Mathematics

Amanda Campbell
 English Language Arts

Amy Shelly
 Special Education

To request professional development services, contact Dr. Kristina Livingston at
klivingston@mdek12.org. or visit https://www.mdek12.org/OPD.  

Christie Hatten
  English Language Arts

Jacqueline Thweatt-Burton
 Special Education

Kristi Higginbotham
 Visual Impairment 

Dr. Kristina Livingston
 PDC Lead

Christy Hunt
 Special Education

Denise Harrison
Special Education


