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OFFICE OF CHIEF ACADEMIC OFFICER 
Summary of State Board of Education Agenda Items 

Consent Agenda 
February 15, 2024 

 
 
OFFICE OF ELEMENTARY EDUCATION AND READING 
 
O. Approval of methodology to award grant dollars to school districts in support of 

the implementation of dyslexia programs 
 

Background and Purpose: In accordance with Miss. Code Ann.§ 37-23-15, the 
purpose of the dyslexia grant is to assist school districts in piloting programs to 
meet the needs of regular education students identified as having dyslexia and 
other related disorders and in need of multisensory, systematic language-based 
instruction and programming. 

 
Eligibility:  Only local educational agencies (LEAs) are eligible to receive grant 
funds. 
 
Funding Source:  State funds. Grant awards are subject to availability of funds 
contingent upon legislative appropriation and may not exceed $45,000 per year. 
 
Basis for Awarding the Grants:  Competitive  
 
A competitive grant selection process will be utilized to award the grants.  
Proposals will be reviewed and rated, based upon the following criteria: 

• Identification of Students 
• Project Objectives 
• Multisensory, Systematic, Explicit, Language-Based Reading Program 
• Evaluation of Student Outcomes 
• Professional Development Plan 
• Replicability and Sustainability 
• Budget 

 
Funding will be awarded based on the following methodology:  Evaluators will 
score using a 100-point scale and the five (5) highest ranking of scores will be 
funded. 
 
Recommendation:  Approval up to five (5) years 
 
Back-up material attached 
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Document:  Miss. Code Ann.§ 37-23-15 

 
Miss. Code Ann. § 37-23-15 

 
Copy Citation 

 
Current through the 2017 Regular and 1st Extraordinary Sessions 

 
Mississippi Code of 1972 Annotated    TITLE 37. EDUCATION    CHAPTER 23.  

EXCEPTIONAL CHILDREN       IN GENERAL 

 
 

§ 37-23-15. Pilot programs for testing and educational remediation for 
dyslexia and related disorders. 

(1) The State Department of Education, in accordance with Sections 37-23-1 through 

37- 23-75, and any additional authority granted in this chapter, shall: 

(a) Adopt pilot programs under which certain students enrolled or enrolling in 

public schools in this state shall be tested for dyslexia and related disorders as may 

be necessary. The pilot programs shall provide that upon the request of a parent, 

student, school nurse, classroom teacher or other school personnel who has reason 

to believe that a student has a need to be tested for dyslexia, such student shall be 

reviewed for appropriate services. However, a student shall not be tested for 

dyslexia whose parent or guardian objects thereto on grounds that such testing 

conflicts with his conscientiously held religious beliefs. 

(b) In accordance with the pilot programs adopted by the State Department of 

Education, such school boards shall provide remediation in an appropriate multi- 

sensory, systematic language-based regular education program or programs, as 

determined by the school district, such as the Texas Scottish Rite Hospital 

Dyslexia Training Program, pertinent to the child's physical and educational 

disorders or the 
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sensory area in need of remediation for those students who do not qualify for special 

education services. 

(c) The State Department of Education, by not later than January 1, 1997, shall make 

recommendations to the school boards designated for the pilot programs for the 

delivery of services to students who are identified as dyslexic. 

( d) For the purposes of this section: 

 
(i) "Dyslexia" means a language processing disorder which may be manifested by 

difficulty processing expressive or receptive, oral or written language despite 

adequate intelligence, educational exposure and cultural opportunity. Specific 

manifestations may occur in one or more areas, including difficulty with the 

alphabet, reading comprehension, writing and spelling. 

(ii) "Related disorders" shall include disorders similar to or related to dyslexia such 

as developmental auditory imperception, dysphasia, specific developmental 

dyslexia, dyspraxia, developmental dysgraphia and developmental spelling 

disability. 

(e) Local school districts designated for the pilot programs may utilize any source of 

funds other than minimum program funds to provide any services under this section. 

(f) Nothing in this section shall be construed to require any school district to implement 

this section unless the local school board, by resolution spread on its minutes, 

voluntarily agrees to comply with this section and any regulations promulgated under 

this section. Any local school board may withdraw from participation in the program 

authorized under this section by providing written notice of its determination to 

withdraw to the State Department of Education no later than June 1 of the preceding 

fiscal year. 

(2) State funding for the pilot programs for testing students for dyslexia shall be subject to 

the availability of funds specifically appropriated therefor by the Legislature. 

(3) The State Department of Education shall prepare a report for the 1999 Regular Session 

of the Legislature to be submitted to the Chairmen of the Education Committees of the 

Senate and House of Representatives not later than November 1, ,1998, with 

recommendations as to the effectiveness of the pilot programs for students with dyslexia 

and whether or not the pilot programs should be expanded or discontinued. SOURCES: 

Laws, 1994, ch. 429, § 1; Laws, 1996, ch. 541, § 1; Laws, 1997, ch. 407, § 1; Laws, 1999, 
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ch. 429, § 1; Laws, 2001, ch. 546, § 1; Laws, 2007, ch. 402, § 1, eff from and after July 1, 

2007. 
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