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OFFICE OF CHIEF ACCOUNTABILITY OFFICER 
Summary of State Board of Education Agenda Items  

Consent Agenda 
August 19, 2021  

 
 

OFFICE OF EDUCATOR LICENSURE 
 
M. Approval to establish a qualifying score for the newly revised version of Evaluation 

Systems Group of Pearson, Foundations of Reading Assessment (Test Code 190) 
as recommended by the Commission on Teacher and Administrator Education, 
Certification and Licensure and Development 
 
Background Information:  On July 9, 2021, the Commission on Teacher and 
Administrator Education, Certification and Licensure and Development granted 
approval of the adoption of the following newly revised Foundations of Reading 
Assessment and associated qualifying score: 
 

Test Name Recommended Qualifying Score 
Foundations of Reading 
Assessment (Test Code 190) 

233 

 
The new version of the Foundations of Reading Assessment (Test Code 190) will 
replace the current version, Foundations of Reading Assessment (Test Code 90), 
and shall have an effective date of September 1, 2021. In addition, the current 
version of the test will be discontinued effective August 31, 2021. In accordance 
with the Mississippi State Board of Education’s Discontinued Test Policy, 
Mississippi’s qualifying score for the discontinued version of the test will be 
accepted through August 31, 2023 if that qualifying score was achieved on or prior 
to August 31, 2021.   

 
Recommendation:  Approval   
 
Back-up material attached  
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FIVE YEAR EDUCATOR LICENSE –  
TRADITIONAL TEACHER EDUCATION ROUTE 

ELEMENTARY EDUCATION  
A five-year educator license is granted to applicants meeting all licensing requirements and 
completing a state approved or National Council for Accreditation of Teacher Education 
(NCATE) or Council for the Accreditation for Educator Preparation (CAEP) approved teacher 
education program from a regionally/nationally accredited institution of higher learning. 
All educators completing an approved program for elementary education must achieve a passing 
score of 229 233 on the Foundations of Reading assessment to obtain an endorsement in 
elementary education. 

License Requirements Validity Renewal 

Class A 
 

1. Bachelor’s degree or higher in 
Elementary Education with 
documentation of completion of 
student teaching from a state 
approved or NCATE/CAEP 
approved program from a 
regionally/nationally accredited 
institution of higher education 
 

2. Twenty-one (21) ACT (or SAT 
equivalent) or achieve a 
qualifying passing score on the 
Praxis Core Academic Skills 
for Educators examination as 
established by the State Board 
of Education; and 
 
 

3. Foundations of Reading 
Assessment  
 

4. Praxis Subject Assessment 
 

5. Praxis: Principles of Learning 
and Teaching (PLT)  

5 years 
 

Ten (10) continuing 
education units (CEU’s) 
in content or job/skill 
related area 

OR 
Three (3) semester hours 
in content or job/skill 
related area 

AND 
Five (5) continuing 
education units (CEU’s) 
in content or job/skill 
related area 

OR 
Six (6) semester hours in 
content or job/skill related 
area 

OR 
Completion of the 
National Board for 
Professional Teaching 
Standards process 
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THREE YEAR ALTERNATE ROUTE LICENSE 

MASTER OF ARTS IN TEACHING 
117 ELEMENTARY EDUCATION (4-6 GRADES) 

  
All educators completing an approved program for elementary education must achieve a passing score 
of 229 233 on the Foundations of Reading assessment to obtain an endorsement in elementary 
education. 

License Requirements Validity To Convert to a Five 
Year Alternate Route 

Educator License 

Class A 1. Hold a bachelor’s degree (non-education) from a 
regionally/ nationally accredited institution of higher 
learning  
 

2. Twenty-one (21) ACT (or SAT equivalent) or 
achieve a qualifying passing score on the Praxis Core 
Academic Skills for Educators examination as 
established by the State Board of Education    
 

3. Praxis Subject Assessment 

 
4. Foundations of Reading Assessment   

 
5. Apply for entrance into MAT Program (See 

Appendix H for information)  
 

6. Complete 6 hours of pre-teaching courses in an 
approved MAT Program  
 

7. * Secure Verification of Program Completion 
 

8. Apply for a Three-Year Educator License –Alternate 
Route 

3 years 1. Secure a teaching 
position.  

2. Complete 6 
additional hours of 
coursework to 
include supervised 
internship  

3. Secure Verification of 
Program Completion  

4. Apply for a Five Year 
Alternate Route 
License  

*This license requires an online recommendation from the alternate route program.  Once the 
online recommendation is made, the educator should apply for the license online. 
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MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION  

DISCONTINUED TEST AND/OR ADJUSTED SCORE POLICY 
 
 
 
Discontinued Test/Adjusted Score Policy 
 
Effective September 1 of the year that a new version of a Mississippi-approved assessment in the Mississippi Educator 
Licensure Assessment Program (MELAP) is implemented, passing scores from the most recently discontinued version 
of the assessment will be accepted for up to two (2) years from the date the assessment was discontinued. The most 
recently discontinued version of the assessment shall have been taken and passed on or before August 31 of the year 
the new version is implemented. An applicant for Mississippi educator licensure shall successfully complete current 
requirements of the MELAP if official test score results are no longer valid and reportable to the Mississippi 
Department of Education.  
 
The chart below serves as an illustration of the assessment implementation process for a Mississippi-approved 
educator licensure assessment that is currently affected by the discontinued test policy. Official score reports shall be 
received in the Division of Educator Licensure via electronic score transmission directly from the administering testing 
company as applicable.  
 
 

New 
Test Code & 
Test Name 

Required 
Score for 
New Test 

New Test 
& Test 
Score 

Effective 
Date 

Discontinued 
Test Code & 
Test Name 

Required 
Score for 

Discontinued 
Test 

Final Test 
Administration 
Date by Which 

Discontinued 
Test & Score 

Accepted 

Expiration 
Date for 

Acceptance 

Discontinued 
Test & 
Score 

190 
Foundations 
of Reading 

233 9/1/2021 090 
Foundations 
of Reading 

229 8/31/2021 8/31/2023 

5343 
Audiology 

156 9/1/2021 5342 
Audiology 

170 8/31/2021 8/31/2023 

5165 
Mathematics 

152 9/1/2021 5161 
Mathematics 

152 8/31/2021 8/31/2023 

5164 
Middle 
School 
Mathematics 

150 9/1/2021 5169 
Middle 
School 
Mathematics 

165 8/31/2021 8/31/2023 

5442 
Middle 
School 
Science 

147 9/1/2021 5440 
Middle 
School 
Science 

150 8/31/2021 8/31/2023 

5733 
Praxis Core: 
Mathematics 

130 9/1/2019 5732 
Praxis Core: 
Mathematics  

150 8/31/2019 8/31/2021 

5723 
Praxis Core: 
Writing  

Test Code 
Change 

Only 162 

9/1/2019 5722 
Praxis Core: 
Writing 

Test Code 
Change Only 

162 

8/31/2019 
(Test 5723 or Test 
5722 Required 
beginning 9/1/2019) 

N/A  
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5713 
Praxis Core: 
Reading 

Test Code 
Change 

Only 156 

9/1/2019 5712 
Praxis Core: 
Reading 

Test Code 
Change Only 

156 

8/31/2019 
(Test 5713 or Test 
5712 Required 
beginning 9/1/2019) 

N/A 

6990 
School 
Leaders 
Licensure 
Assessment 
(SLLA) 

151 9/1/2018 6011 169 8/31/2018 8/31/2020 

5161 
Mathematics: 
Content 
Knowledge 

152 5/17/2018 N/A Score Change 
Only 

(from160 to 
152) 

8/31/2021 8/31/2023 

0633 
Braille 
Proficiency 

165 9/1/2017 0631 
 

158 8/31/2017 8/31/2019 
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FIVE YEAR EDUCATOR LICENSE –  
TRADITIONAL TEACHER EDUCATION ROUTE 

ELEMENTARY EDUCATION  
A five-year educator license is granted to applicants meeting all licensing requirements and 
completing a state approved or National Council for Accreditation of Teacher Education 
(NCATE) or Council for the Accreditation for Educator Preparation (CAEP) approved teacher 
education program from a regionally/nationally accredited institution of higher learning. 
All educators completing an approved program for elementary education must achieve a passing 
score of 233 on the Foundations of Reading assessment to obtain an endorsement in elementary 
education. 

License Requirements Validity Renewal 

Class A 
 

1. Bachelor’s degree or higher in 
Elementary Education with 
documentation of completion of 
student teaching from a state 
approved or NCATE/CAEP 
approved program from a 
regionally/nationally accredited 
institution of higher education 
 

2. Twenty-one (21) ACT (or SAT 
equivalent) or achieve a 
qualifying passing score on the 
Praxis Core Academic Skills 
for Educators examination as 
established by the State Board 
of Education; and 
 
 

3. Foundations of Reading 
Assessment  
 

4. Praxis Subject Assessment 
 

5. Praxis: Principles of Learning 
and Teaching (PLT)  

5 years 
 

Ten (10) continuing 
education units (CEU’s) 
in content or job/skill 
related area 

OR 
Three (3) semester hours 
in content or job/skill 
related area 

AND 
Five (5) continuing 
education units (CEU’s) 
in content or job/skill 
related area 

OR 
Six (6) semester hours in 
content or job/skill related 
area 

OR 
Completion of the 
National Board for 
Professional Teaching 
Standards process 
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THREE YEAR ALTERNATE ROUTE LICENSE 

MASTER OF ARTS IN TEACHING 
117 ELEMENTARY EDUCATION (4-6 GRADES) 

  
All educators completing an approved program for elementary education must achieve a passing score 
of 233 on the Foundations of Reading assessment to obtain an endorsement in elementary education. 

License Requirements Validity To Convert to a Five 
Year Alternate Route 

Educator License 

Class A 1. Hold a bachelor’s degree (non-education) from a 
regionally/ nationally accredited institution of higher 
learning  
 

2. Twenty-one (21) ACT (or SAT equivalent) or 
achieve a qualifying passing score on the Praxis Core 
Academic Skills for Educators examination as 
established by the State Board of Education    
 

3. Praxis Subject Assessment 

 
4. Foundations of Reading Assessment   

 
5. Apply for entrance into MAT Program (See 

Appendix H for information)  
 

6. Complete 6 hours of pre-teaching courses in an 
approved MAT Program  
 

7. * Secure Verification of Program Completion 
 

8. Apply for a Three-Year Educator License –Alternate 
Route 

3 years 1. Secure a teaching 
position.  

2. Complete 6 
additional hours of 
coursework to 
include supervised 
internship  

3. Secure Verification of 
Program Completion  

4. Apply for a Five Year 
Alternate Route 
License  

*This license requires an online recommendation from the alternate route program.  Once the 
online recommendation is made, the educator should apply for the license online. 
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MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION  

DISCONTINUED TEST AND/OR ADJUSTED SCORE POLICY 
 
 
 
Discontinued Test/Adjusted Score Policy 
 
Effective September 1 of the year that a new version of a Mississippi-approved assessment in the Mississippi Educator 
Licensure Assessment Program (MELAP) is implemented, passing scores from the most recently discontinued version 
of the assessment will be accepted for up to two (2) years from the date the assessment was discontinued. The most 
recently discontinued version of the assessment shall have been taken and passed on or before August 31 of the year 
the new version is implemented. An applicant for Mississippi educator licensure shall successfully complete current 
requirements of the MELAP if official test score results are no longer valid and reportable to the Mississippi 
Department of Education.  
 
The chart below serves as an illustration of the assessment implementation process for a Mississippi-approved 
educator licensure assessment that is currently affected by the discontinued test policy. Official score reports shall be 
received in the Division of Educator Licensure via electronic score transmission directly from the administering testing 
company as applicable.  
 
 

New 
Test Code & 
Test Name 

Required 
Score for 
New Test 

New Test 
& Test 
Score 

Effective 
Date 

Discontinued 
Test Code & 
Test Name 

Required 
Score for 

Discontinued 
Test 

Final Test 
Administration 
Date by Which 

Discontinued 
Test & Score 

Accepted 

Expiration 
Date for 

Acceptance 

Discontinued 
Test & 
Score 

190 
Foundations 
of Reading 

233 9/1/2021 090 
Foundations 
of Reading 

229 8/31/2021 8/31/2023 

5343 
Audiology 

156 9/1/2021 5342 
Audiology 

170 8/31/2021 8/31/2023 

5165 
Mathematics 

152 9/1/2021 5161 
Mathematics 

152 8/31/2021 8/31/2023 

5164 
Middle 
School 
Mathematics 

150 9/1/2021 5169 
Middle 
School 
Mathematics 

165 8/31/2021 8/31/2023 

5442 
Middle 
School 
Science 

147 9/1/2021 5440 
Middle 
School 
Science 

150 8/31/2021 8/31/2023 

5733 
Praxis Core: 
Mathematics 

130 9/1/2019 5732 
Praxis Core: 
Mathematics  

150 8/31/2019 8/31/2021 

5723 
Praxis Core: 
Writing  

Test Code 
Change 

Only 162 

9/1/2019 5722 
Praxis Core: 
Writing 

Test Code 
Change Only 

162 

8/31/2019 
(Test 5723 or Test 
5722 Required 
beginning 9/1/2019) 

N/A  
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5713 
Praxis Core: 
Reading 

Test Code 
Change 

Only 156 

9/1/2019 5712 
Praxis Core: 
Reading 

Test Code 
Change Only 

156 

8/31/2019 
(Test 5713 or Test 
5712 Required 
beginning 9/1/2019) 

N/A 

6990 
School 
Leaders 
Licensure 
Assessment 
(SLLA) 

151 9/1/2018 6011 169 8/31/2018 8/31/2020 

5161 
Mathematics: 
Content 
Knowledge 

152 5/17/2018 N/A Score Change 
Only 

(from160 to 
152) 

8/31/2021 8/31/2023 

0633 
Braille 
Proficiency 

165 9/1/2017 0631 
 

158 8/31/2017 8/31/2019 
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