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 OFFICE OF CHIEF ACCOUNTABILITY OFFICER 
Summary of State Board of Education Agenda Items 

July 15, 2021 
 
 
OFFICE OF ACCOUNTABILITY 
OFFICE OF ACADEMIC EDUCATION 
 
02. Action:  Establish Miss. Admin. Code 7-3:  9.3, State Board Policy Chapter 9, Rule 

9.3:  School-Wide and District-Wide Virtual Learning Days [Goals 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, and 
6 – MBE Strategic Plan]  

           (Has cleared the Administrative Procedures Act process with public comments) 
 

Background Information: As a part of Mississippi’s response to coronavirus 
(COVID-19), local education agencies (LEAs) began utilizing one (1) of three (3) 
options (traditional schedule, hybrid schedule, or virtual schedule) or any 
combination thereof, for operating schools in the 2020 – 2021 school year to meet 
the 180-day teaching day requirement in accordance with Miss. Code Ann. § 37-
13-63. The MDE determined a need for a policy and guidance for districts opting 
to use school-wide or district-wide virtual learning days should the need arise. A 
group of stakeholders consisting of superintendents, principals, teachers, and 
students was formed to provide feedback to MDE. The Virtual Policy Steering 
Committee met on May 18, 2021 and May 25, 2021.   
 
The temporary rule and final action are necessary to implement the policy revisions 
immediately upon its filing with the Secretary of State in accordance with Miss. 
Code Ann. § 25-43-3.113(2)(b)(ii). See also Miss. Code Ann. § 25-43-3.108. For a 
rule to become effective immediately upon its filing, the Board is required to make 
a finding that the rule only confers a benefit or removes a restriction on the public 
or some segment thereof. 

 
This item references Goals 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, and 6 of the Mississippi Board of Education 
2018 – 2022 Strategic Plan. 

 
The public comment period was open through 5:00 p.m. July 12, 2021 with public 
comments received. 

 
Recommendation:  Approval 
 
Back-up material attached  
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The Office of Accountability received the following APA comment(s) regarding approval to begin the Administrative Procedures Act (APA) 
process to establish the following: 

Miss. Admin. Code 7-3: 9.3, State Board Policy Chapter 9, Rule 9.3: School-Wide and District-Wide Virtual Learning Days and State Board Policy 
Chapter 56, Rule 56.2: Virtual Students 

Summary of Comment MDE Response 

(Rule 9.3 and Rule 56.2) 
I saw the request for parents to express their opinions about virtual 
learning for make-up days. I, and others I know, would love for that 
to happen. Nobody wants to change plans they have made in 
advance for a make-up day. However, I don't believe that 
Mississippi has gone far enough for the virtual programs. Looking 
at the research from other states, I have found that many of the 
largest and best school systems either already had a virtual 
program in place or have now adopted a virtual program. The 
advantages of a virtual program begin with keeping children in the 
public school system. Even the superintendent in MS., Carey 
Wright, saw enrollment decrease with about 7,600 enroll in home 
school and 2,300 in private schools each year, and that number is 
growing. Most of the large school systems say about 1%, or 1,000 
at one school, 2,500 at another, are in their virtual programs. The 
children in that group have widespread reasons for going virtual. 
Reasons for going virtual: 
• Medical reasons such as Autism, ADHD, Chronic illness, 

Surgeries, and any number of other issues 
• Families want more education in one or more areas that is not 

or cannot be given in a public school. They can follow the 
school education but add their family beliefs. Many leave and 
home school. 

The comment is in support of the virtual learning policies. 
 
State Board Policy Chapter 56, Rule 56.2 grants districts the 
authority to establish criteria for students to participate in the virtual 
learning program. Districts are not required to offer virtual learning 
options to students. State Board Policy Chapter 56, Rule 56.2 
establishes the minimum criteria for districts that offer a virtual 
learning program. 
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Summary of Comment MDE Response 

• Families moving to the area may feel it would be a better 
option for virtual to finish the year and start at the school w 
then adjusted. 

• Families that move here and see that MS schools are always 
in the bottom 10% of national measurement and statistics will 
choose other options. 

• Families who want to home school can have the best of both 
worlds, standard curriculum to follow, and help if needed. 

• Virtual gives the opportunity for more children to get extra help 
during the school year if needed. 

• Allows for high school kids who are working to complete 
school while working. 

• It gives a way for high school students to take summer classes 
for credit to ease the load. 

• Home schoolers would support a virtual hybrid option. 
• Virtual may help move MS up a few points in the national stats, 

which in turn may help new business come to MS. 
I have a 14 year old Autistic, ADHD boy. He has had a hard time in 
school, always in trouble, disruptive to teachers and other students, 
and the whole family has barely survived school. Somehow, he had 
passing grades. He went to 6th grade and started falling apart at 
school and at home, became angry, just out of control, and he 
missed a lot of school. The 7th grade was worse and he went to an 
inpatient program for help for a month, then outpatient day 
treatment for 6 weeks. We found that school is his trigger. COVID-
19 hit and with virtual school he thrived. He was able to catch up 
with the concepts he missed the prior two years. By the end he was 
doing independent work in all subjects except ELA. His therapist 
and MD all agree that the virtual option is good for him at this time. 
We then reported this at the IEP meeting at the end of school. 
Everyone there thinks there will be some kind of virtual learning. 
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Summary of Comment MDE Response 

The plan comes out and it is for medical only, registration was June 
14th, and you had to have all medical forms completed, register for 
virtual and turn everything in no later than June 17th. That was a 
quick timeframe to complete everything and I started early and still 
had to go to medical offices and jump through hoops to get the 
papers back to turn in on time. They will let us know if he is 
approved by July 12th. He already goes to the school for speech 
and group. This next school year the school wants him to join a 
gaming club, which we agree. However, the school system is 
pushing for him to start taking classes soon and become a full-time 
in-house student. That should not be the school’s decision, but of 
his therapist, MD, himself and parents. If the pushing continues we 
may be one of the families opting for homeschool as well. Our goal 
as parents is that learning occurs. We have proof that the virtual 
setting for our son worked. He is a calmer person in this 
environment, as is our family. Virtual school should be an option for 
anyone that needs it, for whatever reason. It's a win, win for the 
child and parents, and also a win for the schools in keeping the 
child in the system.  
 

(Rule 56.2) 
I agree with in-person schooling as primary teaching mode. I am 
also happy to see that virtual schooling can be offered. For our 
middle and high school students, I believe this option increases 
their opportunities for acceleration for those who are behind, and 
this option will increase graduation rates when older students have 
more flexibility. 
 
For too long, students have been held to rigid timelines, and the 
only option was to be homeschooled or find a private school. I love 
the fact that public education can now think about many alternatives 

The comment is in support of the virtual learning policies. 
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Summary of Comment MDE Response 

for students that meet their immediate needs as far as time and 
space. I look forward to the day when even more flexibility can be 
initiated and students can gain graduation units by proving mastery, 
not by hours in the classroom. Public school is so important - a free 
education is a must. I hope we begin to see our opportunities at this 
time as a blank canvas that can be painted in three-dimensional 
wonders rather than cookie-cutter precision. We've preached for 
years differentiation. Now is the time to implement these beliefs. 
 

(Rule 9.3 and Rule 56.2) 
The recent decision of the steering committee appointed to 
establish new rules within Proposal 9.3, as well as language in 
Proposal 56, has caused some trepidation here in the Lauderdale 
County School District and with other colleagues I have spoken to 
in our state. 
 
As school calendars were created with the spirit of Virtual Learning 
not going away our district created a calendar via a very methodical 
approach. This calendar allowed us to reestablish norms as much 
as possible but also establishing days for virtual learning to be 
continued and practiced throughout the year. In our estimation, this 
provided the best approach to continue to grow our academic 
capabilities with various modes of delivery to meet the needs of 
nontraditional students and families. The proposed policies seem 
to extremely limit local discretion and controls on how best to do 
this. Please note the bullet points below at my attempt to convey 
my concerns: 

• The proposed 9.3 policy seems to eliminate all blended & 
virtual options; this will cause more students to remain 
homeschooled and not return to traditional K12 settings 

State Board Policy Chapter 9, Rule 9.3 addresses school-wide and 
district-wide virtual learning days.  Refer to State Board Policy 
Chapter 56, Rules 56.1 and 56.2 for virtual learning options for 
individual students.  Rule 56.2 does not remove the options 
available to students outlined in Rule 56.1. 
 
Miss. Code Ann. § 37-13-67 mandates “The number of hours of 
actual teaching which shall constitute a school day shall be 
determined and fixed by the board of trustees of the school district 
at not less than five and one-half (5-½) hours.”   
 
A student may only be counted present if he or she is logged in and 
participate in synchronous instruction.  
 
The option for asynchronous instruction is not eliminated.  
However, any asynchronous instruction must be outlined in the 
teacher’s lesson plans and must be combined with synchronous 
instruction.   
 
State Board Policy Chapter 56, Rule 56.2 prevents districts from 
utilizing 100% asynchronous instruction as teachers are not 
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Summary of Comment MDE Response 

where some parents have found a better option for their 
students. 

• Virtual Days should not be considered useful only "when the 
need arises"...if we don't practice, we will lose the skill. 
(Recommend/consider up to 10 Virtual Learning Days either 
planned or emergency related). We did invest billions in 
devices and LMS programs to assist in virtual learning. 

• Another item we find problematic is "The districts shall 
ensure that virtual learning days include the minimum 330 
minutes of actual teaching"...Define teaching. Is this based 
on anticipated assignment completion time or face-to-face 
interaction? 

• "Teachers shall provide instruction to a student during each 
virtual learning day. Therefore, lesson plans shall include 
daily synchronous/interactive instruction and dialogue." The 
word "shall" carry strong indications and/or expectations. 
Does this mean asynchronous instruction such as those 
embedded in CANVAS within a district or from online 
providers such as Booneville Virtual/Edgenuity/Edmentum 
are now obsolete and/or .2out of proposed compliance? 

• In the event of the affirmative of the preceding question, how 
would this affect absenteeism? Students out sick using 
virtual learning under Rule 56.1 could be marked present if 
assignments are completed synchronously? 

 
Other languages in the proposal we view as problematic..."Have 
access to the assigned teacher including any special services 
teachers/providers during the scheduled time for each course?" 
Again, this seems to eliminate an asynchronous option to 
completing assignments for students; this level of expectation 

teaching 5½ hours (330 minutes) as required by Miss. Code Ann. 
§ 37-13-67.     
 
However, State Board Policy Chapter 9, Rule 9.3 allows students 
who have been identified as not having internet access, to 
participate asynchronously during designated school-wide or 
district-wide virtual learning days, provided that the instruction is 
equivalent to his/her peers. 
 
If a district’s local policy prohibits students from taking devices 
home, the district will be unable to utilize designated school-wide 
or district-wide virtual learning days as described in State Board 
Policy Chapter 9, Rule 9.3. 
 
State Board Policies Chapter 9, Rule 9.3 and Chapter 56, Rule 56.2 
will eliminate the hybrid (a combination of virtual and traditional 
instructional mode) option. 
 
Miss. Code Ann. § 37-13-63 mandates that Mississippi public 
schools have a minimum of 180 days of teaching. 
 
Process Standard 13 of the current edition of the Mississippi Public 
School Accountability Standards mandates that both students and 
teachers are present for scheduled classroom instruction during the 
minimum of 180 days. 
 
All process standards outlined in the current edition of the 
Mississippi Public School Accountability Standards shall apply to 
both students and teachers for virtual learning.  Examples include, 
but are not limited to, ensuring teachers are evaluated using the 
Professional Growth System (Process Standard 3) and ensuring 
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Summary of Comment MDE Response 

would surpass the current level of in-person needs being met in the 
traditional setting. 
 
Districts "shall not use virtual learning days for testing." Again, this 
seems to eliminate any hybrid or asynchronous option where 
students reported to school on alternate days to complete testing. 
 
Will MDE audits of process standards for virtual learning be the 
same for teacher evaluations? How? It seems very unlikely that the 
virtual practitioner could/would be expected to be evaluated using 
the same tool or metrics. 
 
 "A district shall ensure students, parents, and staff are notified in 
advance of any virtual learning day" but in the same proposal says 
" in the event of unplanned/unforeseen circumstances, districts 
may opt to utilize designated virtual learning days..."How can it be 
both? This language seems to contradict other provisions. 
 
 "Have alternate plans in place 'only' for individual students who do 
not have access to internet services?" What about early primary 
grades who perform better with paper packets or are not allowed 
to take devices home? Or a parent with the internet but prefers 
paper packs due to a lack of proficiency or student/parent 
disability? Again, this seems to eliminate local control and best 
practices identified by the LEA. 

ο "Districts shall provide sufficient notice (at least one day) to 
staff and students for any weather-related or other 
unforeseen virtual days?" From the practitioner's viewpoint, 
this is simply unrealistic. If lessons, courses, and 
assignments are prepared and ready in an LMS and 
schools/teachers can find creative solutions to create a 

teachers adhere to the district’s instructional management plan 
(Process Standard 20). 
 
State Board Policy Chapter 9, Rule 9.3 does not require a 24-hour 
notice.  To clarify the intent of the requirement for advanced notice, 
the MDE is recommending revising the language to “before the 
close of the prior school day.”  The intent of the requirement is to 
allow districts ample time to issue devices to the students.   
 
If districts do not have sufficient time to ensure students have 
devices to take home, the district shall consider using any weather-
related school closures as a weather day allowed by Miss. Code 
Ann. § 37-13-64 and local board policies. 
 
The MDE is currently implementing the Mississippi Connects 
initiative to provide devices, connectivity, professional 
development, coaching, and content to students and teachers 
across the state.  
 
State Board Policy Chapter 56, Rule 56.2 grants districts the 
authority to establish criteria for students to participate in the virtual 
learning program.  Districts are not required to offer virtual learning 
options to students.  State Board Policy Chapter 56, Rule 56.2 
establishes the minimum criteria for districts that offer a virtual 
learning program. 
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Summary of Comment MDE Response 

learning experience with planned lessons "in the event of" 
such situations, then this is creating more obstacles for 
LEAS to innovate and pursue other means of educating 
students when unplanned events quickly develop and 
disrupt to the normal school day. As it is stated, we must 
inform stakeholders 24 hours prior, but again this seems 
unrealistic in many situations. 

ο In proposal 56.2, "districts that opt to offer a virtual learning 
option to individual students shall ensure that the virtual 
learning day includes the minimum 330 minutes of actual 
teaching as required by Miss. Code Ann. 5 37-13-67. 
Teachers shall provide actual instruction to students during 
each virtual learning day and may not utilize asynchronous 
learning only." This will have a major impact on new required 
courses such as the Computer Science programs being 
required. Again, this will put extreme pressure on our 
teacher shortage crisis facing many MS LEAS. 

ο Again, in proposal 56.2, "further, in keeping with comparable 
services afforded students in alternative education, students 
remanded to alternative school campuses for disciplinary 
offenses or participation in high school equivalency 
coursework shall be presented face-to-face instruction from 
certified instructors in core subject areas unless the district 
offers a virtual option, as referenced above, to all students." 
Again, this seemingly will eliminate our virtual options 
currently being utilized via vendors and MOCA approved 
applications to provide asynchronous platform delivery with 
facilitated support from certified and non-certified personnel. 
This will be a huge expense to LEAS and will also negatively 
impact the teacher shortage we are already facing in some 
districts. Would such a proposal also contradict DE/DC 
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Summary of Comment MDE Response 

opportunities for high school students completing 
asynchronous courses? 

 
Furthermore, the MDE/SEA response to the USDE in using 
Elementary and Secondary School Emergency Relief Fund seems 
to totally diverge away from original language and spirit versus the 
proposals in 9.3 and 56.2. 
 
"The Mississippi Department of Education intends to support 
technological capacity and access — including hardware and 
software, connectivity, and instructional expertise — to support 
remote learning within school districts, through activities such as 
the development and deployment of guidance and professional 
learning opportunities for teachers focused on best practices in 
instructional technology integration, distance learning instructional 
approaches, and learning management systems. Professional 
development opportunities will include a focus on how districts how 
can serve students experiencing homelessness, foster care youth, 
English learners, children with disabilities, racial and ethnic 
minorities, and low- income students. The SEA also intends to 
support remote learning by developing new informational and 
academic resources and expanding awareness of, and access to, 
best practices and innovations in remote learning and support for 
students, families, and educators, through activities such as the 
incentivization of distance learning models and training for various 
stakeholder groups on learning management systems." 
 
As provided, the language used in both proposals seems to force 
districts to take a step back and limit innovation and home rule and 
weakening discernment from LEAS. If passed as is, there will be 
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Summary of Comment MDE Response 

extreme pressures applied to local district's budgets as innovative 
means of delivering instructional content will not be allowed; 
especially in an alternative school and in-school suspension 
programs, where the population can range widely from grade to 
numbers daily. These recommendations, although well-
intentioned, seem to need some "tweaking" for LEAS to continue 
to innovate and not be burdened with new financial constraints. The 
actions of a few "bad actors" seems to be driving the proposals at 
hand and not what is best for the future of public education in 
Mississippi. 
 

(Rule 9.3 and Rule 56.2)  
I have a concern with the virtual days and the requirements.  
  
Just as an FYI we have tried to remain in school as much as 
possible and believe face to face instruction is the best form of 
learning. We did not take the 10 days late start and began an A/B 
in person schedule in August. At Labor Day we went to 4 days a 
week. We left 1 day as virtual to work with our students who were 
out due to quarantine (upon their return), have those who choose 
virtual full time come in for assistance, testing, and services, and 
allow our teachers to create virtual work. We believed in school was 
best and pushed to remain that way. However, outbreaks and 
ongoing individual quarantines throughout the year means 
approximately one-third of my entire district missed at least 2 weeks 
of instruction. 
  
We are a rural district and virtual "live" instruction is literally not 
possible in some areas of our district. Not including those who 
cannot afford even reasonable internet options. (Ex = I personally 

State Board Policy Chapter 56, Rule 56.2 grants districts the 
authority to establish criteria for students to participate in the virtual 
learning program.  Districts are not required to offer virtual learning 
options to students.  State Board Policy Chapter 56, Rule 56.2 
establishes the minimum criteria for districts that offer a virtual 
learning program which includes reliable connectivity. 
 
The intent of the virtual learning policies is to ensure districts 
provide daily synchronous instruction, access to the assigned 
teacher(s), asynchronous assignments (if applicable), and 
instruction that is equivalent to in-person learning. 
 
State Board Policy Chapter 56, Rule 56.2 prevents districts from 
utilizing 100% asynchronous instruction as teachers are not 
teaching 5½ hours (330 minutes) as required by Miss. Code Ann. 
§ 37-13-67.     
 
However, State Board Policy Chapter 9, Rule 9.3 allows students 
who have been identified as not having internet access, to 
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Summary of Comment MDE Response 

know one family that has used 3 service providers hot spots and 2 
different satellite companies and is unable to get quality video 
service.)  
  
I feel that these strict requirements while still requiring us to send 
students and staff home will be a detriment to learning. We knew 
internet service was not optimal in our district and made lessons 
based on that fact. All students have a Chromebook and we 
purchased over 4,000 USB drives to record lessons and save 
documents for them to take home if needed. Only using virtual "live" 
lessons to count a student as virtual is not fair or possible in all 
districts, but particularly those of us serving rural areas. 
 

participate asynchronously during designated school-wide or 
district-wide virtual learning days, provided that the instruction is 
equivalent to his/her peers. 

(Rule 9.3)  
This proposed policy requires at least one day's notice for 
unforeseen virtual days. 
  
Due to the nature of pandemics and weather, it is almost impossible 
to give a day notice. We may have students that test positive or 
have close contact that we discover at the end of the school day. 
Those students won't be allowed to return the next day. Therefore, 
a day's notice is impossible. 
 
Additionally, the weather is unpredictable. We often make 
decisions at the end of the day or the morning of...depending on 
the changing pattern. It is difficult to give a "day's" notice in these 
circumstances.  
  
The second paragraph.... In the event of unplanned events.... 
seems to contradict the notification requirements. Also, for students 

State Board Policy Chapter 9, Rule 9.3 applies to school-wide and 
district-wide closures, not to individual students who must convert 
to virtual learning based on the criteria outlined in the local district 
policy.  State Board Policy Chapter 56, Rule 56.2 would apply to 
individual students and does not require the advance notice. 
 
State Board Policy Chapter 9, Rule 9.3 does not require a 24-hour 
notice.  To clarify the intent of the requirement for advanced notice, 
the MDE is recommending revising the language to “before the 
close of the prior school day.”  The intent of the requirement is to 
allow districts ample time to issue devices to the students.  
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who don't have internet, how will teachers meet the 330 minutes of 
actual teaching with daily synchronous instruction and dialogue? 
 

(Rule 9.3 and Rule 56.2) 
I have considerable concerns about the options being placed 
before the board School-Wide and District-Wide Virtual Learning 
Days. The areas of concern are listed below: 
 
This recommendation being brought before you today will basically 
mandate that any learning, not on site become "synchronous" 
meaning in real time. With the internet access being less than 
stellar throughout much of the state, this is not possible. While 
many families have internet connectivity, the speeds and data 
amount that is required for streaming video and audio is much 
higher and therefore would make it impossible for a large portion of 
the students in the state. This would make it impossible for most of 
the districts throughout the state. 
The recommendation also references 330 minutes of "teaching." 
We have measured instruction through the archaic mechanism of 
"seat time" with little definition on what the actual teaching is. 
Teachers provide direct instruction, small group instruction, 
focused multi-tiered interventions, group and individual practice 
work, student assessment and other methods to instruct and grow 
student achievement. We have also employed a tool known as 
homework for additional practice for students. To require that a time 
limit be met of student/teacher interaction to meet the amount of 
seat time through this medium, would be misguided. 
 

State Board Policy Chapter 56, Rule 56.2 prevents districts from 
utilizing 100% asynchronous instruction as teachers are not 
teaching 5½ hours (330 minutes) as required by Miss. Code Ann. 
§ 37-13-67.     
 
However, State Board Policy Chapter 9, Rule 9.3 allows students 
who have been identified as not having internet access, to 
participate asynchronously during designated school-wide or 
district-wide virtual learning days, provided that the instruction is 
equivalent to his/her peers. 
 
Miss. Code Ann. § 37-13-67 mandates “The number of hours of 
actual teaching which shall constitute a school day shall be 
determined and fixed by the board of trustees of the school district 
at not less than five and one-half (5-½) hours.” 
 
The MDE is currently implementing the Mississippi Connects 
initiative to provide devices, connectivity, professional 
development, coaching, and content to students and teachers 
across the state. 
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Summary of Comment MDE Response 

This move will also render moot the incredible amount of funding 
that was expended to purchase student devices during the 2020-
21 school year, along with the supplemental software and 
supporting materials, and the countless hours that our teachers 
and building level administrators spent adjusting instruction to 
include virtual options. This will give further credence to the public 
questioning our inability to spend taxpayer funds efficiently and 
effectively. I also am concerned about the demoralization of our 
faculty and staff who worked so hard to provide this option for our 
students and community during the incredibly challenging year we 
just endured. 
 

(Rule 9.3 and Rule 56.2) 
I would like to offer comments on the virtual days. My only 
suggestion is to allow school districts flexibility during state testing 
to allow non testing students to be distance learners.  These days 
can be preplanned ensuring effective instruction and accountability 
for student learning.  The testing environment was much more 
focused with only testers on campus. We did not have to solicit 
multiple community volunteers for many days to proctor the tests 
because we could use teachers already on campus.  In a big 
school, as I was for 12 years previously, this is a daunting task for 
testing coordinators.  The pandemic and fears made it even harder 
to find outside volunteers. We can even schedule the virtual 
learning to be synchronous.   
 
Every principal across the state with whom I've spoken has 
mentioned how much more effective testing was this year because 
those students were the only ones on campus. The entire campus 
(teachers, students, admins, families) knew the priority of the day 

State Board Policies Chapter 9, Rule 9.3 and Chapter 56, Rule 56.2 
will eliminate the hybrid (a combination of virtual and traditional 
instructional mode) option. 
 



Summary of Administrative Procedures Act (APA) Comments 
Approval to begin the Administrative Procedures Act (APA) process to establish the following: 

Miss. Admin. Code 7-3: 9.3, State Board Policy Chapter 9, Rule 9.3 School-Wide and District-Wide Virtual Learning Days and State Board 
Policy Chapter 56, Rule 56.2: Virtual Students 

 

14 
 

Summary of Comment MDE Response 

was tests. There were no disruptions.   As our state continues to 
make positive strides in our accountability scores in comparison to 
the nation, I strongly believe this can be very beneficial to us.  
  

(Rule 9.3 and Rule 56.2) 
The MDE’s Office of Teaching and Leading has received inquiries 
from local district leaders and other education stakeholders, 
regarding licensure requirements for teachers that provide 
instruction via virtual learning platforms.   

Miss. Code Ann. § 37-9-7 states, “It shall be unlawful for any 
superintendent, principal or teacher to be employed or contracted 
with to teach or serve in any of the public schools of this state who 
does not hold a proper license as required by the State Board of 
Education.”  Therefore, any individual providing direct instruction 
and assigning grades to students, shall be properly licensed and 
endorsed in accordance with Process Standard 2 of the current 
edition of the Mississippi Public School Accountability Standards, 
regardless of the mode of instructional delivery. 

(Rule 9.3) 
The only virtual days that I believe should be utilized are during the 
state assessment window. My school utilized virtual days for certain 
grades as we tested one particular grade level. This allowed me to 
utilize staff on my campus and I did not have to bring in any 
volunteers to help proctor the assessments. Using the current 
certified staff on my campus allowed us to have two certified 
teachers in the classroom while the assessment was being given 
plus reducing the number of outside people around the students. 
The school is a very large school, and we have difficulty finding 
enough people to help proctor the assessment. Allowing grades to 
be virtual during the assessment window will be a valuable asset 
for us. 
 

State Board Policies Chapter 9, Rule 9.3 and Chapter 56, Rule 56.2 
will eliminate the hybrid (a combination of virtual and traditional 
instructional mode) option. 
 

(Rule 56.2) 
(Alternative School)  

State Board Policy Chapter 9, Rule 9.3 addresses school-wide and 
district-wide virtual learning days.   
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I would recommend allowing schools (especially those that do not 
have a separate alternative center with a full staff) to continue to be 
able to offer live streaming from the teacher to those students. 
 

Refer to State Board Policy Chapter 56, Rules 56.1 and 56.2 for 
virtual learning options for individual students.  Rule 56.2 does not 
remove the options available to students outlined in Rule 56.1. 

(Rule 56.2) 
As a parent of children in public schools and mental health 
professional in the state, I want to thank the Mississippi State Board 
of Education for its efforts to make education more equitable for all 
students learning in local education agencies throughout the state. 
Education is important for all children as it increases their access 
to opportunities to thrive in life. As a mental health professional, I 
have supported children throughout the pandemic and know that 
access to education whether virtually or in person has been critical 
to the youth I serve.  
  
During the 2020-2021 school year, I had an opportunity to stand 
with fellow parents in the Mississippi Delta determined to prioritize 
safety, teaching and learning for all children in a local school 
district. It was a long, hard battle, and it felt very defeating at times 
- especially when virtual learners including my own were nearly 
stripped of complete access to their teachers near the end of the 
year. Their instruction went from 100% live teaching to only a few 
hours a week with teachers to ask questions, if needed. I do realize 
that, in a sense, the particular district I am referencing was 
somewhat of an exception as some school districts in the state did 
not offer any synchronous or live learning experiences between 
teachers and virtual students during parts of or the entire school 
year. Despite this fact, I stood firmly with many parents and 
supporters that virtual learners should have access to the same 
teaching that students in person received.  And, today, I am so 
humbled and honored to see that the Mississippi State Board of 

The comment is in support of the virtual learning policies. 
 
The MDE is recommending a clarification to Chapter 56, Rule 56.2 
to reiterate that virtual learners shall receive the equivalent amount 
of synchronous and asynchronous instruction as in-person 
students. 
 
State Board Policy Chapter 56, Rule 56.2 includes requirements for 
parents and students (if age-appropriate) to sign a commitment that 
acknowledges receipt and acceptance of, and commitment to, the 
local board policy pertaining to virtual learning as well as criteria for 
students to participate and remain in virtual learning. 
 
Noncompliance with State Board policies and Process Standards 
may result in the downgrading of a district’s accreditation status in 
accordance with Accreditation Policy 2.0 of the current edition of 
the Mississippi Public School Accountability Standards. 
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Education also wants to ensure equitable access to teaching for all 
students in local districts whether the student learns in person or 
virtually. 
 
While Miss. Admin. Code 7-3: 56.2 is a step in the right direction, 
some improvements may help the policy become more realized in 
practice among educators.  Currently, the policy does not address 
how much of the 330 minutes required must be synchronous versus 
asynchronous, and this could be a loophole for future 
misunderstandings if the policy does not define this. I propose that 
all 330 minutes of required instruction for virtual learners should 
mirror, at minimum, the time in-person learners have with teachers.  
For example, if an in-person learner is scheduled for 300 minutes 
of live teaching and 30 minutes of asynchronous learning (through 
computer applications, etc.), then so should be the case, at 
minimum, for the virtual learner.  
  
Further, I suggest that the state board policy promote 
communication and transparency among LEAs and parents of 
virtual students.  To this point, amend the minimum local-approved 
board policies to include a virtual parent engagement and 
communications plan that tells parents with virtual students what to 
expect in terms of engaging and communicating with their local 
schools. 
  
Finally, it is not clear in this policy what measures will be taken to 
monitor compliance and impact of the policy. If LEAs will face any 
consequences if they do not comply in some form, please clarify 
this in the policy. 
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(Rule 9.3 and Rule 56.2) 
Please accept this written correspondence (APA) in regards to the 
proposed guidelines for virtual learning and the reporting of 
attendance for virtual students. The leadership of the Ocean 
Springs School District has carefully reviewed the documents that 
were disseminated and offer the following statements/requests for 
clarification: 

1.  "Districts shall not use virtual learning days for the 
purpose of allowing students to remain off campus to 
provide additional planning time, professional 
development opportunities, testing. or to attend athletic 
events." Please provide clarification on this statement as it 
is not clear if this relates to an entire school/district utilizing 
virtual learning for a specific event. The long lasting benefit 
of virtual learning is that our students can now access 
valuable instruction when they must also travel and we do 
not want to lose the capacity to continue to provide this as 
an option. The EDLA grant invested over 2 million dollars in 
our district and we have worked tirelessly to implement a 
seamless virtual experience for our students. 
 

2. "Virtual learning may not be used to circumvent 
disciplinary practices, including but not limited to 
suspension and/or expulsion." Again, while we 
appreciate what we believe to be the intent of this language, 
it too has far reaching implications that we request be 
reconsidered. Our district is now one-to-one and the 
opportunity to continue to provide instruction to students 
who are in short term suspension status is also an 

State Board Policy Chapter 9, Rule 9.3 applies only to school-wide 
and district-wide closures and conversions to virtual learning 
day(s).  Refer to State Board Policy Chapter 56, Rules 56.1 and 
56.2 for virtual learning options for individual students.  Rule 56.2 
does not remove the options available to students outlined in Rule 
56.1. 
 
The intent of the policy is to prevent the district from improperly 
reporting disciplinary infractions based on local board policy, using 
virtual learning as a disciplinary measure or as a means to 
circumvent disciplinary measures based on local board policy. 
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instructional concern. Students who are waiting for the 
Board of Trustees to convene in order to hear discipline 
appeals can now continue to receive instruction from their 
classroom teachers. We do not see this as a circumvention 
of rules but wish for the policy to provide further clarification 
in regards to this statement. 

 

(Rule 9.3 and Rule 56.2) 
I am writing to share the concerns expressed by Madison County 
Schools' principals and directors, regarding the proposed changes 
to State Board Policy. As you are aware, Madison County Schools 
strives to provide the best educational opportunities possible for our 
students in all circumstances, even Covid.  Because of the 
pandemic and through using opportunities provided by MDE during 
the 2020-2021 school year, we were able to strengthen our ability 
to provide quality instruction for our students both virtually and 
remotely.  We would very much like to have the ability to continue 
some of these practices, which are currently under review for 
modification. Below you will find our concerns and the portion of the 
policy to which each concern pertains. 
 
Rule 9.3 Designated School-Wide/District-Wide Virtual 
Learning Days 
In the event of unplanned /unforeseen circumstances, districts may 
opt to utilize designated school-wide or district-wide virtual learning 
days throughout the year; however, the districts shall ensure that 
virtual learning days include the minimum 330 minutes of actual 
teaching as required by Miss. Code Ann. § 37-13-67 and comply 
with State Board Policy Chapter 56 Rule 56.2. 
  

State Board Policies Chapter 9, Rule 9.3 and Chapter 56, Rule 56.2 
will eliminate the hybrid (a combination of virtual and traditional 
instructional mode) option. 
 
Miss. Code Ann. § 37-13-67 mandates “The number of hours of 
actual teaching which shall constitute a school day shall be 
determined and fixed by the board of trustees of the school district 
at not less than five and one-half (5-½) hours.” 
 
State Board Policy Chapter 9, Rule 9.3 does not require a 24-hour 
notice.  To clarify the intent of the requirement for advanced notice, 
the MDE is recommending revising the language to “before the 
close of the prior school day.”  The intent of the requirement to 
provide sufficient notice is to allow districts ample time to issue 
devices to the students. 



Summary of Administrative Procedures Act (APA) Comments 
Approval to begin the Administrative Procedures Act (APA) process to establish the following: 

Miss. Admin. Code 7-3: 9.3, State Board Policy Chapter 9, Rule 9.3 School-Wide and District-Wide Virtual Learning Days and State Board 
Policy Chapter 56, Rule 56.2: Virtual Students 

 

19 
 

Summary of Comment MDE Response 

What constitutes actual teaching? We are concerned about 
the level of engagement and the appropriateness 
developmentally if "actual teaching" means live, direct 
instruction for 330 minutes. In a traditional setting, teachers 
utilize direct instruction and small group instruction, as well 
as opportunities for independent practice. 
  
Districts shall not use virtual learning days for the purpose of 
allowing students to remain off-campus to provide additional 
planning time, professional development opportunities, testing, or 
to attend athletic events. 
  
One of the benefits of COVID for our District was the 
strengthening of our ability to provide instruction for our 
students remotely. During state testing, students had 
previously been displaced or supervised by a different teacher 
while the assigned teacher served as a test administrator or 
proctor, resulting in the students working on given 
assignments without instruction. By using lessons pre-
recorded by our teachers, the learning was not interrupted, 
and the instruction was provided by the assigned teacher. This 
opportunity also removed the need to use proctors from 
outside the building which limited the potential exposure for 
our students and staff. 
 
Virtual Learning Days vs. Inclement Weather Days 
  
Districts shall provide sufficient notice (at least one school day) to 
staff and students for any weather-related or other unforeseen 
virtual days. 
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The weather in Mississippi is unpredictable and often does not 
materialize in the manner forecasted making it impossible to 
always make the decision of school closing twenty- four hours 
in advance. By practicing distance learning throughout the 
year, students, parents, and teachers learn how to pivot to 
remote learning without impacting instruction or the school 
calendar. 
  
State Board Policy Chapter 56, Rule 56.2: Virtual Students 
Districts that opt to offer a virtual learning option to individual 
students shall ensure that the virtual learning day includes the 
minimum 330 minutes of actual teaching as required by Miss. Code 
Ann.§ 37-13-67. Teachers shall provide actual instruction to 
students during each virtual learning day and may not utilize 
asynchronous learning only. 
 
What constitutes actual teaching? We are concerned about 
the level of engagement and the appropriateness 
developmentally If "actual teaching" means live, direct 
instruction for 330 minutes. In a traditional setting, teachers 
utilize direct instruction and small group instruction, as well 
as opportunities for independent practice. 
 

(Rule 9.3 and Rule 56.2) 
• This policy would negatively affect alternative settings, catch 

up programs. It would greatly limit our options for our 
students that are at-risk. 

• From what I understand, the OCR has previously 
investigated and approved using virtual instruction for 
alternative and catch-up programs for the reason that we are 
able to keep students engaged and not let them fall behind. 

State Board Policy Chapter 9, Rule 9.3 addresses school-wide and 
district-wide virtual learning days.   
 
Refer to State Board Policy Chapter 56, Rules 56.1 and 56.2 for 
virtual learning options for individual students.  Rule 56.2 does not 
remove the options available to students outlined in Rule 56.1. 
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• This policy could cost districts significant dollars if they have 
to hire more staff members to implement this policy in these 
particular settings. 

• What about students that we are able to send home for 
asynchronous learning instead of expulsion? If they don't 
have the internet to be online with the classroom then we will 
have to expel the student. With asynchronous learning we 
at least have an alternative to expulsion.  

• What about MOCA courses? Would they be obsolete with 
this policy? 

• What about the new Delta Variant of Covid? What if we have 
to quarantine students but we can't have them online with 
the classroom for the fact that they have no internet. Roughly 
42-45% of our school district population does not have 
reliable internet connection.  

• Weather days: we typically call those at 5 AM in the morning. 
This policy does not support the decision-making process for 
superintendents. 

• Our state has purchased millions of dollars in devices so we 
can have options. This policy would take that away. 

 
I fully understand that everyone should go back to school all day, 
every day, in person. Our district was one of the few that started on 
time and went the whole year, therefore we fully understand that it 
is important for the students in Mississippi to be in school. However, 
this policy severely limits the creativity of districts that are working 
to give their students multiple opportunities for success. 
 
 

State Board Policy Chapter 9, Rule 9.3 does not require a 24-hour 
notice.  To clarify the intent of the requirement for advanced notice, 
the MDE is recommending revising the language to “before the 
close of the prior school day.”  The intent of the requirement to 
provide sufficient notice is to allow districts ample time to issue 
devices to the students. 
 
The intent of the policy is to prevent the district from improperly 
reporting disciplinary infractions based on local board policy, using 
virtual learning as a disciplinary measure or as a means to 
circumvent disciplinary measures based on local board policy. 
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(Rule 9.3) 
This proposal requires a one day ahead notice for virtual days and 
weather. Both are very unpredictable by nature, thus making this 
policy not a viable option for school districts.  Anyone who is 
diagnosed and those quarantined won't/can't get a 24-hour notice 
because of the timing.  As far as the weather goes, the majority of 
the time we make decisions about attending school the morning of 
the possible/imminent weather event.  We wait until we can get the 
most accurate weather forecast before making that important 
decision.  We want to be in school if at all possible. Giving 24 hours' 
notice will cause us to possibly be out more than we intend. 
 

State Board Policy Chapter 9, Rule 9.3 does not require a 24-hour 
notice.  To clarify the intent of the requirement for advanced notice, 
the MDE is recommending revising the language to “before the 
close of the prior school day.”  The intent of the requirement to 
provide sufficient notice is to allow districts ample time to issue 
devices to the students. 

(Rule 56.2) 
Please consider removing the proposal about synchronous 
learning and alternative school.  For a small school district, 
having this option is the best option to make sure our students are 
getting the instruction directly from the specific teacher in which 
they would normally learn from.  It also helps us with staffing and 
course offerings.  Students will be able to get the proper instruction 
from their teacher live and be able to see that/those teachers 
personally at least one day per week.  This is a very big deal in 
making sure we accommodate our alternative students in the best 
way possible.   
  
I honestly am not sure what we will do going forward this school 
year if this part of the proposal passes.  We can't hire more teachers 
financially and already have a master schedule in place for the ones 
currently employed for 2021-2022. 
 

Refer to State Board Policy Chapter 56, Rules 56.1 and 56.2 for 
virtual learning options for individual students.  Rule 56.2 does not 
remove the options available to students outlined in Rule 56.1. 
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(Rule 56.2) 
As a rural district I have a concern about only "live" internet 
instruction being required for a virtual student. My district does not 
have the internet available (at the speeds required) to all areas in 
my district. Not to mention the cost associated with that service, 
where it is available. 
  
I am also concerned about the unintended consequences this has 
on alternative school. As a small district we have been using live 
virtual learning for our alternative students. We do not have the staff 
or funds to have full-time teachers dedicated to alternative school. 
Additionally, our alternative school student numbers are extremely 
low and would not warrant a single full time teacher unit. The use 
of live virtual learning is the perfect tool in my district's 
circumstances to keep alternative students aligned with their 
scheduled class. 
 

State Board Policy Chapter 56, Rule 56.2 grants districts the 
authority to establish criteria for students to participate in the virtual 
learning program.  Districts are not required to offer virtual learning 
options to students.   
 
State Board Policy Chapter 56, Rule 56.2 establishes the minimum 
criteria for districts that offer a virtual learning program which 
includes reliable connectivity. 
 

(Rule 56.2) 
A couple of weeks ago, our administrative team met to make some 
changes to our alternative school process. These changes allowed 
us to be able to continue to offer synchronous virtual daily 
instruction from a student's regular classroom teacher to a student 
in alternative school. The changes also included a provision that 
the actual teacher would visit the student in alternative school at 
least one day per week to check on progress, challenges, etc. for 
each student assigned. 
  
This change also allowed for the recovery of a few academic 
periods for teachers who had previously been assigned to the 
alternative school. This allowed for the lowering of class sizes and 
an expansion of course offerings. 

Refer to State Board Policy Chapter 56, Rules 56.1 and 56.2 for 
virtual learning options for individual students.  Rule 56.2 does not 
remove the options available to students outlined Rule 56.1. 
 
The intent of the policy is to prevent the district from improperly 
reporting disciplinary infractions based on local board policy, using 
virtual learning as a disciplinary measure or as a means to 
circumvent disciplinary measures based on local board policy. 
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In a small district such as ours, this type of innovation offers more 
options to students, a higher quality alternative school program, 
and allows us to be more creative with funding. 
  
At this point in July, most districts already have plans in place for 
the school term that will begin in roughly 3 weeks. We request that 
the MS State Board of Education reject the particular part of 
this proposal as it applies to alternative schools. 
 

(Rule 9.3) 
Proposal 9.3 basically ties districts hands as it relates to providing 
for emergency virtual days whether for weather or perhaps even 
pandemic purposes. For any decision relating to emergency school 
closure, our administrative team always delays making such a 
decision until the latest forecast information and/or data is 
available.  
  
Operating under such a 24-hour notice would inevitably cause 
unnecessary closures and virtual days which, in the end, would 
serve to be counterproductive for student learning. 
  
I urge you to reject proposal 9.3. 
 

State Board Policy Chapter 9, Rule 9.3 does not require a 24-hour 
notice.  To clarify the intent of the requirement for advanced notice, 
the MDE is recommending revising the language to “before the 
close of the prior school day.”  The intent of the requirement to 
provide sufficient notice is to allow districts ample time to issue 
devices to the students. 

(Rule 56.2) 
In regard to the portion of proposed Board Policy Rule 56.2: Virtual 
Students (pasted below), Hancock County School District (HCSD) 
would like to offer the following comments and suggestions: 
  
Virtual learning may not be used to circumvent disciplinary 
practices, including but not limited to suspension and/or expulsion. 

Refer to State Board Policy Chapter 56, Rules 56.1 and 56.2 for 
virtual learning options for individual students.  Rule 56.2 does not 
remove the options available to students outlined in Rule 56.1. 
 
The intent of the policy is to prevent the district from improperly 
reporting disciplinary infractions based on local board policy, using 
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Further, in keeping with comparable services afforded students in 
alternative education, students remanded to alternative school 
campuses for disciplinary offenses or for participation in high 
school equivalency coursework shall be presented face-to-face 
instruction from certified instructors in core subject areas unless the 
district offers a virtual option, as referenced above, to all students. 
  
HCSD would like to propose that one of the biggest challenges for 
alternative education is helping students remain on track 
academically for a smooth transition back to the home school.  
Therefore, it is imperative that alternative students receive the 
same direct teacher instruction, from their traditional certified 
teacher, on the same standards, at the same level of rigor, as 
students who remain in the traditional classroom setting.  This can 
be accomplished by providing students the opportunity to 
participate virtually in direct teacher instruction in real time, while 
also providing additional certified alternative teachers who not only 
facilitate the learning, but who also provide face-to-face 
intervention, remediation, and motivation.  Therefore, it is our 
opinion that the requirement of “face-to-face instruction” for 
alternative education be removed from State Board Policy Rule 
56.2: Virtual Students. 
  
Hancock County School District would like to propose the following 
alternative school plan for the 2021-22 school year: 
  
In order to help ensure academic student progress while at 
alternative school, alternative students will continue to receive 
instruction and assessment from their regular classroom teacher 
through a virtual format.  Students will view the same direct teacher 
instruction from their content teacher and complete all assignments 

virtual learning as a disciplinary measure or as a means to 
circumvent disciplinary measures based on local board policy. 
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and assessments in either Google Classroom or Canvas.  In 
addition to this, alternative students will also have in-person 
certified teachers assigned to the alternative school campus to 
provide face-to-face intervention, remediation, motivation, and 
assistance as needed. 
  
Your attention to this request for revision is greatly appreciated. 
 

(Rule 56.2) 
I am writing to comment on the proposed state board policy 56.2 
Virtual Students while it is out for public comment.  My first concern 
is in regards to the timing. Our return to school plan had to be 
placed on our website by May 28 in order to be compliant with the 
ESSER guidelines. Districts across the state posted their return to 
school plans for public comment and had their local school boards 
approve those plans. Most districts have also now approved their 
handbooks for the upcoming school year and shared that 
information with parents prior to registration. Timeliness of the 
changes is an issue. Any changes that the Mississippi Department 
of Education planned to implement for school year 2021-2022 
should have been communicated with school districts prior to May 
28, 2021. Some districts are starting this school year on a 
modified calendar which means students are returning to school in 
July rather than August. 
One major issue with this proposed rule is in regards to disciplinary 
practices. If a student has been placed in alternative school, a 
virtual option allows the district to continue to provide appropriate 
services which support the expectations of the Office of Civil Rights. 
This proposed rule does not support that autonomy for a district. 
 

Chapter 9, Rule 9.3 and Chapter 56, Rule 56.2 will be in effect for 
the 2021 - 2022 school year. 
 
The intent of the policy is to prevent the district from improperly 
reporting disciplinary infractions based on local board policy, using 
virtual learning as a disciplinary measure or as a means to 
circumvent disciplinary measures based on local board policy. 
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Also, it was noted in the APA posting that a Virtual Policy Steering 
Committee was formed to provide feedback to the Mississippi 
Department of Education. 
 
After speaking with several superintendents, none were aware of 
the creation of the committee nor the names of the members of the 
committee, and most would have preferred to have been surveyed 
to provide input to either the committee or the Mississippi 
Department of Education. 
 
Please reconsider this policy and allow local school boards to 
implement policies that support their local communities. 
 

(Rule 9.3) 
Although the COVID-19 Pandemic has provided challenges, two of 
the benefits it has revealed is that the great state of Mississippi can 
offer learning to students anywhere, anytime, 24 hours during the 
day. Additionally, it has proven that not all students need to sit in 
the seat 180 days to master grade level content.  Hence, the need 
for state seat time waivers that afforded students who are able, to 
master content at their own pace, without having a 180 day seat 
time requirement.   
  
We should continue to leverage technology and the lessons we’ve 
learned over the past year to remove any barriers that may prohibit 
a student from receiving high quality instruction.   
  
Listed below are my comments related to the policies to resume in-
person learning.  
  

Miss. Code Ann. § 37-13-63 mandates that Mississippi public 
schools have a minimum of 180 days of teaching. 
 
State Board Policy Chapter 9, Rule 9.3 applies only to school-wide 
and district-wide closures and conversions to virtual learning 
day(s).  Refer to State Board Policy Chapter 56, Rules 56.1 and 
56.2 for virtual learning options for individual students.  Rule 56.2 
does not remove the options available to students outlined in Rule 
56.1. 
 
The intent of the policy is to prevent the district from improperly 
reporting disciplinary infractions based on local board policy, using 
virtual learning as a disciplinary measure or as a means to 
circumvent disciplinary measures based on local board policy. 
 
State Board Policy Chapter 9, Rule 9.3 does not require a 24-hour 
notice.  To clarify the intent of the requirement for advanced notice, 
the MDE is recommending revising the language to “before the 
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Proposed State Board Policy 9.3: Virtual Learning Days vs 
Inclement Weather Days - Notifications of parents at least one 
school day will not be possible for weather-related or unforeseen 
virtual learning days.  If it’s unforeseen, advanced notice may not 
be possible.  
  
Distance Learning, Blended Learning and On-Line Courses: The 
pandemic has afforded us with the opportunity to offer instruction 
anywhere anytime.  Therefore, even if a student is out of school for 
disciplinary reasons, the student should still be allowed to receive 
instruction by attending the class virtually.   
  
Regarding alternative school students, due to the teacher shortage, 
school districts should be allowed to provide alternative school 
students with virtual instruction by allowing them to pipe into their 
regularly scheduled classes during the time they’re at the 
alternative school.  Although students may be physically housed at 
the alternative school, allowing them to receive their instruction 
virtually would be most beneficial because the students will be 
getting instruction from the teacher of record.   
 

close of the prior school day.”  The intent of the requirement to 
provide sufficient notice is to allow districts ample time to issue 
devices to the students. 

(Rule 9.3 and Rule 56.2) 
Thank you for the opportunity to give input on the two new 
Mississippi State Board of Education policies related to Virtual 
Learning (9.3) and Virtual Students (56.2). Regarding in-person 
schooling for the upcoming school year, Rankin County School 
District believes that in-person instruction is the most effective form 
of instruction. RCSD began the first few weeks of the 2020-2021 
school year using a combination of hybrid and traditional 
instruction, with approximately 15% of students opting for virtual 
instruction. By the end of the school year, the percentage of virtual 

State Board Policy Chapter 9, Rule 9.3 addresses school-wide and 
district-wide virtual learning days. 
 
State Board Policies Chapter 9, Rule 9.3 and Chapter 56, Rule 
56.2 will eliminate the hybrid (a combination of virtual and 
traditional instructional mode) option. 
 
Chapter 9, Rule 9.3 requires districts that opt to offer virtual 
learning options to students to adopt, publish, and make publicly 
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learners was less than 7% of RCSD students, and a majority of the 
schools implemented traditional, in-person instruction for the full 
school year.  
 
I have several concerns about the options being presented to the 
State Board of Education. If a situation requires implementing 
virtual or hybrid instruction in the future, we would have these 
questions about the new policies: 

• We understand that we will be allowed to continue to 
offer virtual options to students with health concerns. 
We are sensitive to health concerns but we witnessed 
many virtual students struggle because we were limited 
in how we could assess and support them. If we may, 
continue to provide a virtual learning option, does the 
state have guidance on how the district should allow the 
switch to virtual from in-person and/or in-person to 
virtual 

• If we were to offer periodic distance learning days 
(Policy 9.3), would all families/students in the district 
need a signed commitment (Policy S6.2)? The second 
paragraph of policy 9.3 states that districts shall 
"comply with State Board Policy Chapter 56 Rule 56.2." 
Policy 56.2 includes "a requirement for parents ... to 
sign a commitment ... to local board policy pertaining to 
virtual learning." Policy 9.3 further allows "individual 
students to utilize distance learning ... on an as-needed 
basis (i.e., illnesses) based on local school board 
policy." Do the periodic situations like illness or district-
wide virtual learning days [Policy 9 3) require that each 
student have the signed commitment, or is the signed 

available, local board-approved policies that include, at a 
minimum, the criteria outlined in Chapter 56, Rule 56.2. 
 
State Board Policy Chapter 9, Rule 9.3 does not require a 24-hour 
notice.  To clarify the intent of the requirement for advanced notice, 
the MDE is recommending revising the language to “before the 
close of the prior school day.”  The intent of the requirement to 
provide sufficient notice is to allow districts ample time to issue 
devices to the students. 
 
 



Summary of Administrative Procedures Act (APA) Comments 
Approval to begin the Administrative Procedures Act (APA) process to establish the following: 

Miss. Admin. Code 7-3: 9.3, State Board Policy Chapter 9, Rule 9.3 School-Wide and District-Wide Virtual Learning Days and State Board 
Policy Chapter 56, Rule 56.2: Virtual Students 

 

30 
 

Summary of Comment MDE Response 

commitment intended only for students and families 
who opt for full time virtual instruction (Policy 56.2)? 

• Policy 9.3 allows districts to offer periodic distance 
learning days during inclement weather (Policy 9.3), 
with "sufficient notice" defined as "at least one school 
day." Oftentimes, weather severity increases during the 
overnight hours, meaning that virtual learning could not 
be needed until the morning before school starts. 
Requiring "at least one school day" which some 
translate as 24-hours' notice is an unrealistic 
expectation especially: for schools and districts that 
now have the capacity to provide devices 1:1. Thanks 
to the hard work of our Legislators and MDE most 
school districts in Mississippi now have the capability to 
provide virtual learning at a moments' notice Why would 
we hinder that capability with a less than flexible notice 
requirement? 
 

(Rule 9.3 and Rule 56.2) 
Proposed State Board Policy 9.3 Chapter 9: Attendance Reporting 
Rule 9.3 
In the last paragraph under the heading Designated School-
Wide/District-Wide Virtual Learning Days the policy 
states: 
Districts shall identify and have alternate plans in place only for 
individual students who do not have access to internet services and 
shall ensure that the instruction is equivalent to his/her peers.  
Regarding this statement we are submitting the following 
questions: 

1.   What provisions will be put in place to mitigate the impact 
of students in rural and low wealth areas? 

State Board Policy Chapter 9, Rule 9.3 does not require a 24-hour 
notice.  To clarify the intent of the requirement for advanced notice, 
the MDE is recommending revising the language to “before the 
close of the prior school day.”  The intent of the requirement to 
provide sufficient notice is to allow districts ample time to issue 
devices to the students. 
 
State Board Policy Chapter 9, Rule 9.3 allows students who have 
been identified as not having internet access, to participate 
asynchronously during designated school-wide or district-wide 
virtual learning days, provided that the instruction is equivalent to 
his/her peers. 
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2.   How will districts determine if students have access to the 
internet? 

3.   Should the policy define true internet access? 
4.   How will the policy define equivalent instruction and provide 

alternatives for students without internet access? 
 
In the first paragraph under the heading Virtual Learning Days vs. 
Inclement Weather Days, the policy states: 
Districts shall provide sufficient notice (at least one school day) to 
staff and students for any weather-related or other unforeseen 
virtual days. 
Regarding this statement we are submitting the following 
recommendation: 

1. Define in the policy a scheduled virtual day and an 
unforeseen virtual day. 

 
Proposed State Board Policy 56.2, Chapter 56: Distance Learning, 
Blended Learning and On-Line Courses 
In the fifth paragraph under the heading Rule 56.2 Virtual Students 
the policy states: 
Virtual learning may not be used to circumvent disciplinary 
practices, including but not limited to suspension and/or expulsion. 
Regarding this statement we are submitting the following question: 

1. While we agree that virtual learning days should not be 
implemented in lieu of suspension or expulsion, does the 
proposed policy prevent school districts that implement 
MTSS with fidelity for behavior from using virtual learning as 
a strategy when a student needs an alternate learning 
environment, and it is determined ONLY in agreement with 
the parent that virtual learning would provide the best 
environment for the child? 

The intent of the policy is to prevent the district from improperly 
reporting disciplinary infractions based on local board policy, using 
virtual learning as a disciplinary measure or as a means to 
circumvent disciplinary measures based on local board policy. 
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(Rule 9.3 and Rule 56.2) 
1.  "Therefore, districts that opt to offer a virtual learning 1 option to 
students shall ensure that students who access instruction virtually 
from off-campus have instruction provided and access to the 
assigned teacher(s) including any special services 
teachers/providers during a scheduled time for each course each 
of the 180 days."   
  
Comment:  This policy does not allow for schools to use 
asynchronous programs like Edgenuity and others which have 
been approved through the MDE MOOCA program.  
  
2. "Teachers shall provide actual instruction to students during 
each virtual learning day and may not utilize asynchronous learning 
only."   
  
Comment:  This option will be difficult for students who do not have 
reliable internet access. Also, in case of weather-related virtual 
days, it would be impossible for some to login synchronously. The 
logistics of this will be prohibitive for schools.  In addition, asking 
for 24 hours' notice will keep districts from using this option in 
weather related or emergency situations, when it would be a great 
option. 
  
3.  "Virtual learning may not be used to circumvent disciplinary 
practices, including but not limited to suspension and/or expulsion. 
Further, in keeping with comparable services afforded students in 
alternative education, students remanded to alternative school 
campuses for disciplinary offenses or for participation in high 
school equivalency coursework shall be presented face-to-face 

Refer to State Board Policy Chapter 56, Rules 56.1 and 56.2 for 
virtual learning options for individual students.  Rule 56.2 does not 
remove the options available to students outlined in Rule 56.1. 
 
State Board Policy Chapter 9, Rule 9.3 allows students who have 
been identified as not having internet access, to participate 
asynchronously during designated school-wide or district-wide 
virtual learning days, provided that the instruction is equivalent to 
his/her peers. 
 
State Board Policy Chapter 9, Rule 9.3 does not require a 24-hour 
notice.  To clarify the intent of the requirement for advanced notice, 
the MDE is recommending revising the language to “before the 
close of the prior school day.”  The intent of the requirement to 
provide sufficient notice is to allow districts ample time to issue 
devices to the students. 
 
The intent of the policy is to prevent the district from improperly 
reporting disciplinary infractions based on local board policy, using 
virtual learning as a disciplinary measure or as a means to 
circumvent disciplinary measures based on local board policy. 
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instruction from certified instructors in core subject areas unless the 
district offers a virtual option, as referenced above, to all students." 
  
Comment: This policy doesn’t allow for any flexibility when distance 
learning may be the best option. 
 

(Rule 9.3 and Rule 56.2) 
I’m writing to share my feedback regarding the proposed rules 
related to virtual learning. I know that the Mississippi Department 
of Education team (like all educators) is striving to manage through 
these unprecedented times, and to ensure that all Mississippi 
students are afforded an excellent education. Unfortunately, I 
believe that these proposed rules are more harmful than helpful. 
  
Requiring schools/districts to ensure 330 minutes of “actual 
teaching” is problematic. As educators who have worked to move 
our districts away from the outdated and ineffective model of 
teacher-centered instruction, we know that teaching must be more 
facilitative and include rich opportunities for scholars to explore and 
make meaning for themselves. This is happening in many of our 
classrooms. This language is unclear, but suggests that teachers 
should be centered, consistently and directly engaged with 
scholars going forward to ensure actual teaching.  If this is not the 
intended outcome, then I strongly urge that this language be 
adjusted to promote the student-centered learning that educators 
have been working toward for decades - including independent 
work time, cooperative work time, center time, etc. 
  
As you well know, we've utilized federal funding to greatly increase 
districts' ability to engage with scholars using smart technology-
based teaching strategies.  We've invested hundreds of millions of 

Miss. Code Ann. § 37-13-67 mandates “The number of hours of 
actual teaching which shall constitute a school day shall be 
determined and fixed by the board of trustees of the school district 
at not less than five and one-half (5-½) hours.” 
 
State Board Policy Chapter 9, Rule 9.3 allows students who have 
been identified as not having internet access, to participate 
asynchronously during designated school-wide or district-wide 
virtual learning days, provided that the instruction is equivalent to 
his/her peers. 
 
State Board Policy Chapter 9, Rule 9.3 does not require a 24-hour 
notice.  To clarify the intent of the requirement for advanced notice, 
the MDE is recommending revising the language to “before the 
close of the prior school day.”  The intent of the requirement to 
provide sufficient notice is to allow districts ample time to issue 
devices to the students. 
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dollars to secure devices, internet connectivity, learning 
management systems, digital textbooks and professional 
development to this end. While I'm sure these proposed rules are 
meant to ensure that scholars receive excellent instruction that 
meets their needs, it seems this language goes too far to restrict 
the use of technology in our systems. The requirement of daily 
synchronous learning is one specific example of how innovation 
would be stifled (in this case, a student who is sick or has some 
other emergency that keeps them from attending school would not 
have the benefit of asynchronous learning to help them keep up 
with that class). The innovation that I'm starting to see amongst 
educators, community partners, parents and scholars was enabled 
by the increased capacity. We have to support this continued 
innovation and work with educators to find smart strategies that 
meet the needs of our diverse learners and their families. Now is 
not the time to effectively shut down such innovation and creativity 
in the name of accountability.  
  
Another major concern that I have with this proposed language is 
the requirement that districts provide at least one day's notice to 
students/parents and staff of any weather related or other 
unforeseen virtual days. This just doesn’t seem to make sense. 
While we'd all love to provide much more notice than that (it’s still 
really difficult for some parents to make alternative arrangements 
with 24 hours of notice), in reality, we often need that time to 
consider the conditions and circumstances that render us unable to 
open school as normal. Requiring schools/districts to provide 24 
hours of notice simply isn’t feasible. 
  
For these and other reasons, I strongly urge that these proposed 
rules be reconsidered.  
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I am the principal of Jefferson County Upper Elementary School in 
Fayette, MS. I ask that pandemic-related flexibilities are reinstated 
to school districts in response to the rising number of Covid-19 
positive cases within our state. 
 

The comment did not address the virtual learning policies. 

(Rule 9.3 and Rule 56.2) 
Providing 330 minutes of synchronous instruction to students via a 
virtual platform is not a feasible option.  Students within the school 
setting are provided 330 minutes of seat-time, but they are not 
actively engaged with a teacher for the entire 330 minutes.  
Continuous zoom meetings or virtual meetings for 5.5 hours each 
day is not going to be productive.   
  
My suggestion, each school should set up designated times for 
virtual meetings, provide assignments, and be available to students 
who may need on-demand tutorial.  I would also suggest having 
designated "check in" times throughout the 330 minutes that are to 
be designated for virtual instruction each day. 

Miss. Code Ann. § 37-13-67 mandates “The number of hours of 
actual teaching which shall constitute a school day shall be 
determined and fixed by the board of trustees of the school district 
at not less than five and one-half (5-½) hours.” 
 

(Rule 9.3 and Rule 56.2) 
Thanks to MDE for the work that's always put into maximizing 
academic achievement of all students.  
 
With this in mind and with a constant watch on press releases from 
the CDC, I feel consideration should be given to the wording within 
the policies with regard to virtual learning. While I am in total 
agreement with a full return to in-person learning of our students 
with in-person learning being the primary mode, the language in the 
policies significantly limits our district (Jefferson County School 
District) to utilize virtual learning. Therefore, not only Jefferson 

State Board Policy Chapter 56, Rule 56.2 grants districts the 
authority to establish criteria for students to participate in the virtual 
learning program.  Districts are not required to offer virtual learning 
options to students.  State Board Policy Chapter 56, Rule 56.2 
establishes the minimum criteria for districts that offer a virtual 
learning program. 
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County, but school districts should have more flexibility with virtual 
learning, especially since COVID cases are on the rise.  
 

(Rule 9.3 and Rule 56.2) 
Face-to-face instruction is the best possible method of instruction 
for the majority of PreK-12 students. During the 2019-2020 school 
year, districts had to think outside the box and find new methods to 
provide the best possible instruction for their students. While these 
methods, including virtual and online learning, provide a great 
alternate method of instruction, it cannot compare to or replace 
face-to-face instruction.  
  
Our first concern with is the amount of time required for a virtual 
learning day. Virtual and online learning also cannot mimic face-to-
face instruction. Asking students to sit in front of a computer for 330 
minutes is not a sound instructional practice. A full day in front of a 
screen also does not align with the recommendations from the 
American Academy of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry and the 
American Academy of Pediatrics. In the April 2020 edition of the 
American Psychological Association, the cover story stated 
“…Goldfield and his team have consistently found the best mental 
health and cognitive outcomes in teens who do one hour of physical 
activity each day, sleep eight to 10 hours a day and use screens 
recreationally less than two hours a day.” 1 

  
If virtual and online learning must occur because of 
unplanned/unforeseen circumstances, the instruction and learning 
should be geared toward project-based learning, ACT 
prep/practice, enrichment learning, remediation learning, or student 
interest learning. 
  

Miss. Code Ann. § 37-13-67 mandates “The number of hours of 
actual teaching which shall constitute a school day shall be 
determined and fixed by the board of trustees of the school district 
at not less than five and one-half (5-½) hours.”   
 
State Board Policy Chapter 9, Rule 9.3 does not require a 24-hour 
notice.  To clarify the intent of the requirement for advanced notice, 
the MDE is recommending revising the language to “before the 
close of the prior school day.”  The intent of the requirement is to 
allow districts ample time to issue devices to the students to take 
home.   
 
If districts do not have sufficient time to ensure students have 
devices to take home, the district shall consider using any weather-
related school closures as a weather day allowed by Miss. Code 
Ann. § 37-13-64 and local board policies. 
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The requirement of 330 minutes of actual teaching during a virtual 
learning day should be reevaluated and more aligned with the 
recommendations of the above-mentioned associations. A clear 
definition of the 330 minutes of actual teaching may also assist 
districts with understanding what MDE is requiring. 
  
Our second concern is the time frame to notify employees and 
families of a virtual day. Asking a district to provide at least one 
school day notice for a weather-related day is not doable in all 
cases.  You cannot predict what a severe storm will do.  The 
Pascagoula-Gautier School District experienced this issue this past 
April. A severe storm caused heavy flooding during the early 
morning hours. Because several of our neighborhoods are in low 
lying areas, our buses could not safety travel on the roads.  The 
quick decision to have an inclement weather day was made and 
communicated with employees and parents within a matter of 
minutes. You will hear other examples of this from northern districts 
as well with the severe winter storms they experienced this past 
school year. 
  
Most districts have technology at their fingertips that can provide 
information to a large number of individuals quickly and effectively. 
A plan for how to notify staff and families may be all a district needs 
to become more effective in their communication. 
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(Rule 9.3 and Rule 56.2) 
First, I want to take this time to thank Dr. Wright, her entire staff, 
and members of the state board of education for their commitment 
to the children of our great state. The Mississippi Department of 
Education (MDE) has provided exceptional leadership during this 
global pandemic. From ensuring that every child has a device to 
increasing internet connectivity in rural areas, the state department 
has worked diligently to support our schools, students, and 
communities.  
  
As we prepare to transition students back to school for in-person 
learning, there is a need to make sure district leaders have 
adequate flexibility with virtual learning, especially in light of the 
recent rise in COVID-19 cases due to the new Delta variant.  
  
"Districts shall ensure students, parents, and staff are notified in 
advance of any virtual learning days so that students and staff are 
familiar with equipment, online platforms (learning management 
systems) and district-wide policies regarding student-issued 
devices. Districts shall identify and have alternate plans in place 
only for individual students who do not have access to internet 
services and shall ensure that the instruction is equivalent to his/her 
peers." 
   
In some instances, it may be virtually impossible for school districts 
to provide sufficient notice (at least one school day) to staff and 
students for weather-related or other unforeseen virtual days. As 
you know, schools can have three or more COVID cases in one 
day and have to close immediately. As such, it would be very 
difficult to notify stakeholders in advance.    
  
"Virtual learning may not be used to circumvent disciplinary 
practices, including but not limited to suspension and/or expulsion. 

State Board Policy Chapter 9, Rule 9.3 does not require a 24-hour 
notice.  To clarify the intent of the requirement for advanced notice, 
the MDE is recommending revising the language to “before the 
close of the prior school day”.  The intent of the requirement is to 
allow districts ample time to issue devices to the students to take 
home.   
 
If districts do not have sufficient time to ensure students have 
devices to take home, the district shall consider using any weather-
related school closures as a weather day allowed by Miss. Code 
Ann. § 37-13-64 and local board policies. 
 
The intent of the policy is to prevent the district from improperly 
reporting disciplinary infractions based on local board policy, using 
virtual learning as a disciplinary measure or as a means to 
circumvent disciplinary measures based on local board policy. 
 
Refer to State Board Policy Chapter 56, Rules 56.1 and 56.2 for 
virtual learning options for individual students.  Rule 56.2 does not 
remove the options available to students outlined in Rule 56.1. 
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Further, in keeping with comparable services afforded students in 
alternative education, students remanded to alternative school 
campuses for disciplinary offenses or for participation in high 
school equivalency coursework shall be presented face-to-face 
instruction from certified instructors in core subject areas unless the 
district offers a virtual option, as referenced above, to all students." 
  
As you know, every school district does not have the resources to 
provide certified teachers for every course regarding students in 
alternative schools. Utilizing virtual learning to ensure that students 
in alternative schools receive the necessary knowledge and skills 
needed to be successful is a good thing. We need to continue to 
find ways to enhance virtual learning throughout the state. 
  
We have invested a lot in virtual learning this past school year. 
Therefore, it would be beneficial to continue exploring ways to 
utilize virtual learning as we prepare students for careers in a 21st-
century workforce.  
  
Please consider giving school leaders more flexibility with virtual 
learning. 
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(Rule 9.3 and Rule 56.2) 
The proposed 9.3 policy seems to eliminate all blended & virtual 
options.  
"The districts shall ensure that virtual learning days include the 
minimum 330 minutes of actual teaching" ... Define teaching. ls this 
based on anticipated assignment completion time or face-to-face 
interaction?  
 
"Teachers shall provide instruction to a student during each virtual 
learning day. Therefore, lesson plans shall include daily 
synchronous/interactive instruction and dialogue." Does this mean 
asynchronous instruction such as those embedded in Grade 
Results within a district is now obsolete and/or out of proposed 
compliance?  
 
Districts "shall not use virtual learning days for testing." This seems 
to eliminate any hybrid or asynchronous option where students 
reported to school on alternate days to complete testing. “A district 
shall ensure students, parents, and staff are notified in advance of 
any virtual learning day" however, the proposal states, " in the event 
of unplanned/unforeseen circumstances, districts may opt to utilize 
designated virtual learning days ... " This statement contradicts.  
 
In proposal 56.2, "districts that opt to offer a virtual learning option 
to individual students shall ensure that the virtual learning day 
includes the minimum 330 minutes of actual teaching as required 
by Miss. Code Ann. § 37-13-67. Teachers shall provide actual 
instruction to students during each virtual learning day and may not 
utilize asynchronous learning only." This suggested rule will impede 
the innovation of course offerings.  
 

Miss. Code Ann. § 37-13-67 mandates “The number of hours of 
actual teaching which shall constitute a school day shall be 
determined and fixed by the board of trustees of the school district 
at not less than five and one-half (5-½) hours.”   
 
State Board Policies Chapter 9, Rule 9.3 and Chapter 56, Rule 56.2 
will eliminate the hybrid (a combination of virtual and traditional 
instructional mode) option. 
 
State Board Policy Chapter 9, Rule 9.3 addresses school-wide and 
district-wide virtual learning days.  
 
Refer to State Board Policy Chapter 56, Rules 56.1 and 56.2 for 
virtual learning options for individual students.  Rule 56.2 does not 
remove the options available to students outlined in Rule 56.1. 
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Proposal 56.2 states, “further, in keeping with comparable services 
afforded students in alternative education, students remanded to 
alternative school campuses for disciplinary offenses or 
participation in high school equivalency coursework shall be 
presented face-to-face instruction from certified instructors in core 
subject areas unless the district offers a virtual option, as 
referenced above, to all students.”  This proposed rule seems to 
contradict the MOCA process that allows districts to offer an 
asynchronous delivery method with support from school personnel. 
 

(Rule 9.3 and Rule 56.2) 
As the numbers increase for younger children due to the new 
variant, I believe all districts should be open to determining if online 
or virtual learning should take place. 
 

The comment is in support of the virtual learning policies. 

(Rule 9.3 and Rule 56.2) 
I'm against restrictions on virtual learning. 
  
Parents should have a choice in how they proceed with their 
children's education.  Because covid-19 is a continuous threat to 
the well-being and safety of everyone, no such mandates should 
be proposed limiting choices.  The safety of our students should be 
our priority not the in-person attendance (head count).  The action 
steps outlined deviates from our first priority to the parents and 
students which is to provide a safe environment.  Because we 
cannot guarantee such, restrictions should not be implied regarding 
virtual learning.  Students and parents are fearful of the uncertainty 
of this virus as should the Mississippi Board of Education.   The 
board should take pride in doing what is best for the children and 
not what is best for the governing body who are attempting to 

State Board Policy Chapter 56, Rule 56.2 grants districts the 
authority to establish criteria for students to participate in the virtual 
learning program.  Districts are not required to offer virtual learning 
options to students.  State Board Policy Chapter 56, Rule 56.2 
establishes the minimum criteria for districts that offer a virtual 
learning program. 
 



Summary of Administrative Procedures Act (APA) Comments 
Approval to begin the Administrative Procedures Act (APA) process to establish the following: 

Miss. Admin. Code 7-3: 9.3, State Board Policy Chapter 9, Rule 9.3 School-Wide and District-Wide Virtual Learning Days and State Board 
Policy Chapter 56, Rule 56.2: Virtual Students 
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Summary of Comment MDE Response 

mandate such restrictions and hindrances for a body of people who 
often lack the voice needed to block such actions that affect their 
entire household.    
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State Board Policy Chapter 9, Rule 9.3 

Chapter 9:  Attendance Reporting 

Rule 9.3 Designated School-Wide/District-Wide Virtual Learning Days 

Beginning with the 2021 – 2022 school year all districts shall resume providing face-to-face in-
person instruction. Process Standard 13 of the current edition of the Mississippi Public School 
Accountability Standards mandates that both students and teachers are present for scheduled 
classroom instruction during the minimum of 180 days.  Additionally, Process Standard 13.3 
provides that no more than two (2) of the 180 days may be 60% days.  Both teachers and pupils 
must be in attendance for not less than 60% of the normal school day.  

In the event of unplanned/unforeseen circumstances, districts may opt to utilize designated school-
wide or district-wide virtual learning days throughout the year; however, the districts shall ensure 
that virtual learning days include the minimum 330 minutes of actual teaching as required by Miss. 
Code Ann. § 37-13-67 and comply with State Board Policy Chapter 56 Rule 56.2: Virtual Students.  
Teachers shall provide instruction to students during each virtual learning day.  Therefore, lesson 
plans shall include daily synchronous/interactive instruction and dialogue.  Districts shall ensure 
that students who access instruction virtually from off-campus have instruction provided and 
access to the assigned teacher(s) including any special services teachers/providers during the 
scheduled time for each course.  

Districts shall not use virtual learning days for the purpose of allowing students to remain off-
campus to provide additional planning time, professional development opportunities, testing, or to 
attend athletic events.   

In the event of any audits conducted by the MDE, all process standards (i.e., student-teacher ratios, 
instructional practices, planning time, compulsory attendance, teacher evaluations, etc.,) for virtual 
learning will be held to the same standards as in-person learning.  

Districts shall ensure students, parents, and staff are notified in advance of any virtual learning 
days so that students and staff are familiar with equipment, online platforms (learning management 
systems) and district-wide policies regarding student-issued devices.  Districts shall identify and 
have alternate plans in place only for individual students who do not have access to internet 
services and shall ensure that the instruction is equivalent to his/her peers.  

Virtual Learning Days vs. Inclement Weather Days 

Districts shall provide sufficient notice (at least one school day) (before the close of the prior 
school day) to staff and students for any weather-related or other unforeseen virtual days.  Refer 
to Miss. Code Ann. § 37-13-64 regarding the authority of local school superintendents/boards to 
determine if a district will make-up missed days for weather-related school closures.  When 
instances occur, such as wide-spread power outages, that make virtual learning impractical, 
districts shall either make up any missed days to ensure that teacher-led instruction occurs or use 
the days as weather days as allowed under Miss. Code Ann. § 37-13-64.  
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In accordance with State Board Policy Chapter 56, Rule 56.1: Distance Learning, Blended 
Learning, and Online Courses, districts may allow individual students to utilize distance learning 
for specific courses, or on an as-needed basis (i.e., illnesses) based on local school board policy. 

See also State Board Policy Chapter 9 Rule 9.2, Reporting Attendance for Virtual Learning 

See also State Board Policy Chapter 56 Rule 56.2, Virtual Students 

Miss. Code Ann. §§ 37-1-3, 37-13-63, 37-13-64, 37-13-65, 37-13-67 

(Adopted TBD) 
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State Board Policy Chapter 9, Rule 9.3 

Chapter 9:  Attendance Reporting 

Rule 9.3 Designated School-Wide/District-Wide Virtual Learning Days 

Beginning with the 2021 – 2022 school year all districts shall resume providing face-to-face in-
person instruction. Process Standard 13 of the current edition of the Mississippi Public School 
Accountability Standards mandates that both students and teachers are present for scheduled 
classroom instruction during the minimum of 180 days.  Additionally, Process Standard 13.3 
provides that no more than two (2) of the 180 days may be 60% days.  Both teachers and pupils 
must be in attendance for not less than 60% of the normal school day.  

In the event of unplanned/unforeseen circumstances, districts may opt to utilize designated school-
wide or district-wide virtual learning days throughout the year; however, the districts shall ensure 
that virtual learning days include the minimum 330 minutes of actual teaching as required by Miss. 
Code Ann. § 37-13-67 and comply with State Board Policy Chapter 56 Rule 56.2: Virtual Students.  
Teachers shall provide instruction to students during each virtual learning day.  Therefore, lesson 
plans shall include daily synchronous/interactive instruction and dialogue.  Districts shall ensure 
that students who access instruction virtually from off-campus have instruction provided and 
access to the assigned teacher(s) including any special services teachers/providers during the 
scheduled time for each course.  

Districts shall not use virtual learning days for the purpose of allowing students to remain off-
campus to provide additional planning time, professional development opportunities, testing, or to 
attend athletic events.   

In the event of any audits conducted by the MDE, all process standards (i.e., student-teacher ratios, 
instructional practices, planning time, compulsory attendance, teacher evaluations, etc.,) for virtual 
learning will be held to the same standards as in-person learning.  

Districts shall ensure students, parents, and staff are notified in advance of any virtual learning 
days so that students and staff are familiar with equipment, online platforms (learning management 
systems) and district-wide policies regarding student-issued devices.  Districts shall identify and 
have alternate plans in place only for individual students who do not have access to internet 
services and shall ensure that the instruction is equivalent to his/her peers.  

Virtual Learning Days vs. Inclement Weather Days 

Districts shall provide sufficient notice (before the close of the prior school day) to staff and 
students for any weather-related or other unforeseen virtual days.  Refer to Miss. Code Ann. § 37-
13-64 regarding the authority of local school superintendents/boards to determine if a district will 
make-up missed days for weather-related school closures.  When instances occur, such as wide-
spread power outages, that make virtual learning impractical, districts shall either make up any 
missed days to ensure that teacher-led instruction occurs or use the days as weather days as allowed 
under Miss. Code Ann. § 37-13-64.  



99 
 

In accordance with State Board Policy Chapter 56, Rule 56.1: Distance Learning, Blended 
Learning, and Online Courses, districts may allow individual students to utilize distance learning 
for specific courses, or on an as-needed basis (i.e., illnesses) based on local school board policy. 

See also State Board Policy Chapter 9 Rule 9.2, Reporting Attendance for Virtual Learning 

See also State Board Policy Chapter 56 Rule 56.2, Virtual Students 

Miss. Code Ann. §§ 37-1-3, 37-13-63, 37-13-64, 37-13-65, 37-13-67 

(Adopted TBD) 
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