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DIVISION OF EDUCATOR PREPARATION
DIVISION OF EDUCATOR LICENSURE

K.

Approval to begin the Administrative Procedures Act process: To revise Miss.
Admin. Code 7-4: Licensure Guidelines K-12 to modify the existing Master of Arts
in_Teaching Elementary Education (4-6) Mississippi State Board of Education
approved Alternate Route Program to include an Elementary Education (K-6) option

Background Information: On November 5, 2021, the Commission on Teacher and
Administrator Education, Certification, and Licensure and Development (Licensure
Commission) granted approval to modify the existing Master of Arts in Teaching
(MAT) Elementary Education (4-6) Mississippi State Board of Education (SBE)
approved alternate route program for the purpose of offering an Elementary
Education (K-6) option. The prescribed coursework for obtaining an Elementary
Education (K-6) license by way of the MAT licensure pathway shall include a
minimum of 33 hours consisting of the following:

e Pre-teaching coursework (nine hours);
e Internship (six hours);

e K-12 Reading supplemental endorsement (12 hours): Early Literacy |, Early
Literacy Il, Integrating Reading and Writing Across the Curriculum, and
Diagnosing and Assessing Reading Difficulties;

e Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics (STEM) methods (three
hours); and

e Research course (three hours).

The new MAT for Elementary Education alternate route licensure pathway shall lead
to Class AA (Master’s degree level) licensure for grades K-6. Candidates completing
only the pre-teaching courses (nine hours) and Internship (six hours) will earn Class
A (Bachelor’s degree level) licensure grades 4-6 only.

Recommendation: Approval

Back-up material attached






APPENDIX H

ALTERNATE ROUTE TEACHER LICENSURE PROGRAMS

Master of Arts in Teaching

Subject Areas of Licensure &
Pracxis I Specialty Area Test
Codes

Art-5134, Biology-5235, Business-5101, Chemistry-5245, Chinese- 5665,
*#*Computer Science-5652, Economics-0911, English-5038, French-5174,
German-5183, Health- 5551, Home Economics-5122, Latin-5601, Library
Media-5311, Music-5113, Marketing-5561, Math--5161, Physics-5265,
Physical Education-5091, Social Studies-5081, Spanish-5195, **Special

Education-5354, Speech Communications-5221, *Elementary Edueation{(4-6)-
5018

Program Entrance Requirements

1. Bachelor’s degree from a regionally/nationally accredited institution of
higher learning

Twenty-one (21) ACT (or SAT equivalent) or achieve a
qualifying passing score on the Praxis Core Academic Skills
for Educators examinatiomas established by the State Board
of Education; and

2. Praxis II (Specialty Area(Test); and
*Eoun toneof Readimoe A adcme

.....

Requirements for Three Year
Alternate Route License

1.  Complete six (6) hours pre-teaching course requirements from an approved
Master of Arts in'Teaching program

2. Program Completion, Verification

MATProgram offers a threesyear alternate route license.

Location and Contact Information

Alcorn State:University

Belhayven College

Delta State University

Jackson State University

Mississippi Cellege

Mississippi Valley State University

University of Mississippi (Grades<4=6-not-offered)

William Carey University

Mississippi State University

University,of Southern\Mississippi {Grades4-6-not-offered)

Mississippi University for Women (Grades4-6-not-offered)
Tougaloo College

**William Carey University and Mississippi State University are the only
locations approved to offer Special Education.

***Mississippi State University is the only location approved to offer
Computer. Science.

For contact information see Appendix F

Requirements for Five Year
Alternate Route License

Complete six (6) semester hours including the internship prescribed by the
participating institution

Fees

Colleges charge normal fees for 12 semester hours

NOTE: Contact the institution offering the program for enrollment information, application deadlines, fees, starting

dates, etc.



http://www.ms.nesinc.com/

Mississippi Department of Education
Three-Year Alternate Route License
Elementary Education (4-6) Certification Class A License
Master of Arts in Teaching Elementary Education (K-6) Class AA License

Prospective non-traditional educator preparation program candidates seeking licensure may be eligible to receive
a three-year alternate route internship license upon the recommendation by a Mississippi Board of Education
approved Educator Preparation Provider (EPP) for those candidates who have met all non-traditional program
admittance criteria and successfully completed nine (9) hours of pre-teaching coursework consisting of three (3)
Education, and three (3) hours of

hours of Classroom Management, three (3) hours of Introduction to

Data, Analysis, and Evaluation. During the three-year validity of ate route internship licensure period,

candidates shall complete a year-long supervised teaching int

twelve (12) hours of Literacy, three (3)
methods, three (3) hours of Classroom Ma
three (3) hours of Data, Analysis, and Eval
related to the teaching reading.

, Engineering, and Mathematics (STEM)
an Introduction to Special Education,
ip, and three (3) hours of Research

The three-year alternate aip i e ive non-traditional teacher preparation
: g coursework requirements outlined in the
1me the complete application for licensure is received

accredited at the timethe degree was conferred. Remedial
, developmental, or basic skills, will not be recognized for

to the expiration of -year alternate route internship license.




The following shall be applied as appropriate:

(1)

)

€)

The three-year alternate route internship license shall be invalidated upon the issuance of the five-year

standard renewable license

The three-year alternate route internship license shall be rescinded if the candidate withdraws or is removed

from, or transfers to a different MBE approved non-traditional educator preparation program or Educator

Preparation Provider (EPP). It is the responsibility of the EPP that made the initial recommendation for the
three-year internship license to notify the MDE Division of Educator Licensure in writing by way of official
letter, under the signature of the Dean of Education or Education Department Chairperson, regarding any
changes in the program enrollment status for a candidate that holds.an active three-year alternate route
internship license issued at the recommendation of that EPP.

A candidate previously unconditionally admitted to an MB non-traditional educator preparation

nt MBE approved non-traditional

program that withdrew or was removed from or transfe

m_or_ Educator
eet all requirements i1 effect on the date
ived by the MBE approved EPP. The

r _expired three-year alternate route
the MBE approved Educator Preparation Provider
ion. Under these circumstances the one time one-

ii.

-time extension nor the seco ) three-year alternate route internship license until justification for removal

from the program is approved

DE Division of Educator Licensure.

Specific restrictions apply:

= The Educator Preparation Provider (EPP) shall only recommend the candidate for one licensure
endorsement area for the three-year alternate route license unless the candidate has completed an
approved supplemental endorsement area program that requires submission of a recommendation by the
MBE approved EPP.

=  Additional endorsements that may be added to the three-year alternate route license by way of the
acceptable coursework credit hours option or obtaining a qualifying passing score on an MBE approved
licensure subject assessment, shall be requested by the candidate only.




NOTE: Non-traditional educator preparation program providers shall ensure that candidates have met all
requirements in effect at the time the application for admission to a Mississippi Board of Education approved
non-traditional educator preparation program is received.

Requirements include, but are not limited to. the following:

1. The candidate shall hold at least a bachelor’s degree (non-education) from an institution of higher
education that was regionally/nationally accredited at the time the degree was conferred; and

2. The candidate shall submit official score report(s) from the appropriate testing company documenting
qualifying admittance scores on required non-traditional educator preparation program admission tests

such as: Praxis Core Academic Skills for Educators* ini ore of Twenty-one (21) ACT or SAT

e area in which the educator license is

and licensure tests such as: Praxis Subject Assessment(s)*
i ea of certification sought) ***,

sought, and Foundations of Reading Assessment (if app

*Candidates shall achieve the Mississippi Board of Educa; passing score requirement
for Reading, Writing, and Mathematics prior to non-tra

**Candidates shall achieve the Mississippi Board of sing score requirement
for test(s) in the area for which the educator license is m admission.

for Foundations of Reading assessment prio e three-year Elementary Education (4-

6) certification.

Meeting testing requiremen iteri i or licensure process for
obtaining

Please visit the Educator Lie re Secti bsite to obtain the most accurate and up-to-date
information at www.mde.k12.

v


http://www.mde.k12.ms.us/k12.org/OEL

APPENDIX H

ALTERNATE ROUTE TEACHER LICENSURE PROGRAMS

Master of Arts in Teaching

Subject Areas of Licensure &
Praxis IT Specialty Area Test Codes

Art-5134, Biology-5235, Business-5101, Chemistry-5245, Chinese- 5665,
***Computer Science-5652, Economics-0911, English-5038, French-5174,
German-5183, Health- 5551, Home Economics-5122, Latin-5601, Library
Media-5311, Music-5113, Marketing-5561, Math--5161, Physics-5265,
Physical Education-5091, Social Studies-5081, Spanish-5195, **Special
Education-5354, Speech Communications-5221

Program Entrance Requirements

1.

Bachelor’s degree from a regionally/nationally accredited institution of
higher learning

Twenty-one (21) ACT (or SAT equivalent) or achieve a
qualifying passing score on the Praxis Core Academic Skills
for Educators examination as established by the State Board
of Education; and

2. Praxis II (Specialty Area Test)
Requirements for Three Year 1. Complete six (6) hours pre-teaching course requirements from an
Alternate Route License approved Master of Arts in Teaching program

2.  Program Completion Verification

MAT Program offers a three-year alternate route license.

Location and Contact Information

Alcorn State University

Belhaven College

Delta State University

Jackson State University

Mississippi College

Mississippi Valley State University

University of Mississippi

William Carey University

Mississippi State University

University of Southern Mississippi

Mississippi University for Women

Tougaloo College

**William Carey University and Mississippi State University are the only
locations approved to offer Special Education.

***Mississippi State University is the only location approved to offer
Computer Science.

For contact information see Appendix F

Requirements for Five Year
Alternate Route License

Complete six (6) semester hours including the internship prescribed by the
participating institution

Fees

Colleges charge normal fees for 12 semester hours

NOTE: Contact the institution offering the program for enrollment information, application deadlines, fees, starting

dates, etc.




Mississippi Department of Education
Three-Year Alternate Route License
Elementary Education (4-6) Certification Class A License
Master of Arts in Teaching Elementary Education (K-6) Class AA License

Prospective non-traditional educator preparation program candidates seeking licensure may be eligible to receive
a three-year alternate route internship license upon the recommendation by a Mississippi Board of Education
approved Educator Preparation Provider (EPP) for those candidates who have met all non-traditional program
admittance criteria and successfully completed nine (9) hours of pre-teaching coursework consisting of three (3)
hours of Classroom Management, three (3) hours of Introduction to Special Education, and three (3) hours of
Data, Analysis, and Evaluation. During the three-year validity of the alternate route internship licensure period,
candidates shall complete a year-long supervised teaching intemship asithe teacher of record whereby six (6)
hours of course credit shall be earned. Upon successful completion of the ene-year teaching internship as the
teacher of record, the EPP may recommend candidates fora standard five-year Elementary Education (4-6) Class
A license.

To earn the Elementary Education (K-6) Class AA license, candidates must complete,a Mississippi Board of
Education approved Master of Arts in Teaching degree program. TheMMaster of Arts‘in Teaching Elementary
Education (K-6) licensure requirements shall include at a minimum 33 coursework credit hours consisting of
twelve (12) hours of Literacy, three (3) hoursief Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics (STEM)
methods, three (3) hours of Classroom Management, three (3) hoursiof an Introduction to Special Education,
three (3) hours of Data, Analysis, and Evaluation, six (6).hours of internship, and three (3) hours of Research
related to the teaching reading.

The three-year alternatesroute internship license isiissued to prospective non-traditional teacher preparation
program candidates who meet admission criteria and, pre-teaching coursework requirements outlined in the
subsequent section and other.preconditions in effect at the time the complete application for licensure is received
by the MDE Division of Educator Licensure:

o Candidates for licensure shall hold at least a bachelor’s degree in an academic area with at least one (1)
gighteen (18) hour concentration area of'undergraduate and/or graduate level coursework with a grade
of “C” or higher. Both the degree(s) and the one (1) eighteen (18) hour concentration area of
undergraduate and/or graduate level coursework must have been earned from an institution of higher
education that was regionally/nationally accredited at the timethe degree was conferred. Remedial
courses, also referred to as compensatory, developmental, or basic skills, will not be recognized for
certification purposes and are usually numbered below 100 on the transcript.

e (Candidates shall meet all sequirements for the Class A five-year standard alternate route license prior
to the expiration of thethree-year alternate route internship license.



The following shall be applied as appropriate:

(1)

)

€)

The three-year alternate route internship license shall be invalidated upon the issuance of the five-year
standard renewable license

The three-year alternate route internship license shall be rescinded if the candidate withdraws or is removed
from, or transfers to a different MBE approved non-traditional educator preparation program or Educator
Preparation Provider (EPP). It is the responsibility of the EPP that made the initial recommendation for the
three-year internship license to notify the MDE Division of Educator Licensure in writing by way of official
letter, under the signature of the Dean of Education or Education Department Chairperson, regarding any
changes in the program enrollment status for a candidate that holds,an active three-year alternate route
internship license issued at the recommendation of that EPP.

A candidate previously unconditionally admitted to an MBEapproved non-traditional educator preparation
program that withdrew or was removed from or transferfed to a diffesent MBE approved non-traditional
educator preparation program or Educator PreparationyProvider (EPP) and is re-admitted to the non-
traditional educator preparation program may be récommended by the admitting MBE approved EPP for
one of the following, as appropriate:

i. A second and final three-year alternateroute internship license if the candidate transfers to
a different MBE approved non-traditional educator preparation program or Educator
Preparation Provider (EPP). The candidate shall meet all requirements in effect on the date
the complete application for re-admittance 1s received by the MBE approved EPP. The
three-year validity period will begin.upon unconditienal re-admission and the issuance of
the second and final three-year alternate route internship license.

OR

ii. A“one-time one-year extension of the current or expired three-year alternate route
internship, license upon the request of the MBE approved Educator Preparation Provider
(EPP) that made'the initiahrecommendation. Under these circumstances the one time one-
yean.extension will only beissued if the candidate meets all requirements in effect on the
date the.complete application forre-admittance is received by the MBE approved EPP and
the individual has secured a teaching position for the purpose of completing the internship
criterion. The one-year validity period will begin upon unconditional re-admission and the
issuance of the one-time one-year extension of the three-year alternate route internship
license.

NOTE: A candidate that was removed from a program shall not be deemed eligible to receive the one-year one-

-time extension nor the second andfinal three-year alternate route internship license until justification for removal
from the program is approved by the MDE Division of Educator Licensure.

Specific restrictions apply:

» The Educator Preparation Provider (EPP) shall only recommend the candidate for one licensure
endorsement area for the three-year alternate route license unless the candidate has completed an
approved supplemental endorsement area program that requires submission of a recommendation by the
MBE approved EPP.

= Additional endorsements that may be added to the three-year alternate route license by way of the
acceptable coursework credit hours option or obtaining a qualifying passing score on an MBE approved
licensure subject assessment, shall be requested by the candidate only.



NOTE: Non-traditional educator preparation program providers shall ensure that candidates have met all
requirements in effect at the time the application for admission to a Mississippi Board of Education approved
non-traditional educator preparation program is received.

Requirements include, but are not limited to, the following:

1. The candidate shall hold at least a bachelor’s degree (non-education) from an institution of higher
education that was regionally/nationally accredited at the time the degree was conferred; and

2. The candidate shall submit official score report(s) from the appropriate testing company documenting
qualifying admittance scores on required non-traditional educator preparation program admission tests
such as: Praxis Core Academic Skills for Educators*, or minimum‘score of Twenty-one (21) ACT or SAT
equivalent, or verification of 3.0 overall GPA on a baccalaureate transcript or last 60 hours course credit;
and licensure tests such as: Praxis Subject Assessment(s)** in the area in which the educator license is
sought, and Foundations of Reading Assessment (if applicable to area of certification sought) ***,

*Candidates shall achieve the Mississippi Board of Education’s approved minimum passing score requirement
for Reading, Writing, and Mathematics prior to non-traditional program admission.

**Candidates shall achieve the Mississippi Board of Education’s approved minimum passing score requirement
for test(s) in the area for which the educator license is sought prior to non-traditional program admission.

***Candidates shall achieve the Mississippi Board.of Education’s approved minimum passing score requirement
for Foundations of Reading assessment prior. to,being recommended forithe three-year Elementary Education (4-
6) certification.

Meeting testing requirements is one cCriterion for completing the multi-step educator licensure process for
obtaining a five (5) yeardenewable license in the state of Mississippi.

Please visit the Educator Licensure Section of the MDE ‘website to obtain the most accurate and up-to-date
information at www.mde.k12.ms.us/k 12.0rg/OEL
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