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To create a world-class educational system that gives students 

the knowledge and skills to be successful in college and the 

workforce, and to flourish as parents and citizens

VISION

To provide leadership through the development of policy and 

accountability systems so that all students are prepared to 

compete in the global community

MISSION

Mississippi Department of Education
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State Board of Education Goals  FIVE-YEAR STRATEGIC PLAN FOR 2016-2020
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1. All Students Proficient and Showing Growth in All Assessed Areas

2. Every Student Graduates from High School and is Ready for 

College and Career

3. Every Child Has Access to a High-Quality Early Childhood Program

4. Every School Has Effective Teachers and Leaders

5. Every Community Effectively Uses a World-Class Data System to 

Improve Student Outcomes

6. Every School and District is Rated “C” or Higher 



Incidents and Dispositions
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If districts are in charge of discipline, why are 

districts required to report data of violence to 

MDE?



Incidents and Dispositions

The Unsafe School Choice Option (Section 8532, 20 U.S.C. 7912), 

mandated by the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965, 

as reauthorized under the Every Student Succeeds Act of 2015 

(ESSA),requires that each state receiving funds under the ESSA 

establish and implement a statewide policy requiring that a student 

who attends a "persistently dangerous" public school, as well as a 

student who becomes the victim of a violent criminal offense while 

in or on the grounds of any public school that he or she attends, be 

allowed to attend a safe public school.
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Incidents and Dispositions

• Rule 38.1. School violence reporting.

• The State Board of Education is implementing the requirements of Section 

37-11-29, Mississippi Code of 1972, as amended 1994, which requires the 

development of a form to report school violence; the required form is 

attached. State Department of Education staff shall develop guidance 

materials to assist school districts in reporting school violence. To obtain a 

Report of Unlawful Activity and Violent Act Form go 

to http://www.mde.k12.ms.us/docs/healthy-schools-environment-

services/unlaw...(link is external).
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http://www.mde.k12.ms.us/docs/healthy-schools-environment-services/unlawful-activity-form.pdf?sfvrsn=4


Incidents and Dispositions

• Report of Unlawful Activity or Violent 

Act Form

• 72 hours reporting mandate

• Violation can result in referral to the 

Office of Accreditation 
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Incidents and Dispositions

Two Divisions

• Incident is an infraction committed by a student

• Disposition is the result of an incident and is prescribed 

by the district
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Incidents and Dispositions

• Reportable incidents and dispositions can be found at 

http://www.mde.k12.ms.us/docs/management-information-systems-

library/incidents-and-dispositions_2016-2017.pdf?sfvrsn=2

• Persistently Dangerous Criteria in Part II has a 72 hour reporting 

requirement

• Part III & IV are monitored by Safe and Orderly Schools, however, 

are required as monthly reporting requirements
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http://www.mde.k12.ms.us/docs/management-information-systems-library/incidents-and-dispositions_2016-2017.pdf?sfvrsn=2


Incidents and Dispositions

• Persistently Dangerous School is a school that, during 

the past two (2) years, has continually exposed its 

students to injury from violent criminal offenses and is

o An elementary, middle or secondary public school in which a total of 20 or more 

violent criminal offences were committed per 1000 students (2%) in two (2) 

consecutive years

o An elementary, middle, or secondary alternative school in which a total of 75 or 

more violent criminal offenses were committed per 1000 students (7.5%) in two 

consecutive years
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Incidents and Dispositions

• "Violent criminal offenses" are the following crimes 

reported in the Mississippi Student Information System:
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• Simple or Aggravated Assault

• Homicide

• Kidnapping

• Rape

• Robbery

• Sexual Battery 

• Mayhem

• Poisoning

• Extortion

• Stalking

• Seizure and Forfeiture of Firearms



Persistently Dangerous Schools
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Current Revision

Proposed Revision

(72 Hour Reporting)

Prosecution vs Detention/Investigation 

by a legal authority
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Current Revision

Proposed Revision

(72 Hour Reporting)

No Change 
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Current Revision

Proposed Revision

(72 Hour Reporting)

ESSA vs State Monitoring
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Proposed Revision

(72 Hour Reporting)

No Change 
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Current Revision

Proposed Revision

(72 Hour Reporting)

Changed to State Law Definition
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Monthly Requirements
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Current Revision

Proposed Revision



Supplemental

• Whenever the State Board of Education has information that a 

school meets the criteria described in paragraph 1.a (i) or 1.a (ii), the 

State Board of Education shall provide the local board of education 

the opportunity to report on conditions in the school. After 

consideration of that report and consultation with a representative 

sample of local educational agencies, the State Board of Education 

shall determine whether the school is a persistently dangerous 

school. Once a school has been designated a persistently 

dangerous school, it retains that designation for at least one 

school year.
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Supplemental

• Students assigned to a school which the State Board of Education has 

determined to be persistently dangerous shall be allowed to attend another 

school in the LEA which is not designated a persistently dangerous school, 

provided there is such a school in the LEA which offers instruction at the 

student's grade level.

• Any student who is the victim of a violent criminal offense committed against 

him or her while he or she was in or on the grounds of the public school that 

he or she attends shall be allowed to choose to attend another school in the 

LEA which is not designated a persistently dangerous school, provided there 

is such a school in the LEA which offers instruction at the student's grade 

level and provided the student requests transfer within 30 days of the violent 

criminal offense.
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Supplemental

• Under the Every Student Succeeds Act, school districts are required to notify 

parents if their child is eligible for school choice because his or her school 

has been identified as needing improvement, corrective action or 

restructuring. They must notify parents no later than the first day of the 

school year following the year for which their school has been identified for 

improvement.

• States are required to ensure that school choice is offered as an option to 

parents in the event their child is attending a school that is "persistently 

dangerous" or has been the victim of a violent crime while on school 

grounds.
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Supplemental

• Local school systems shall establish a process for assuring any student who 

has the right to transfer from a school under this policy is allowed to transfer 

to a school in the LEA, which is not persistently dangerous. The process 

must be included in the system's Safe School Plan.

• The LEA shall report each student transfer effected pursuant to this policy to 

the State Board of Education in the Mississippi Student Information System.

• NO CHILD LEFT BEHIND (NCLB) — TITLE IX, SEC. 9532. UNSAFE 

SCHOOL CHOICE OPTION

(b) CERTIFICATION — As a condition of receiving funds under this Act, a State 

shall certify in writing to the Secretary that the State is in compliance with this 

section.

32



Brooks Little

Investigations and Special Projects

Safe and Orderly Schools

601-359-2649
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