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To create a world-class educational system that gives students 

the knowledge and skills to be successful in college and the 

workforce, and to flourish as parents and citizens

VISION

To provide leadership through the development of policy and 

accountability systems so that all students are prepared to 

compete in the global community

MISSION

Mississippi Department of Education
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State Board of Education Goals  FIVE-YEAR STRATEGIC PLAN FOR 2016-2020
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1. All Students Proficient and Showing Growth in All Assessed Areas

2. Every Student Graduates from High School and is Ready for 

College and Career

3. Every Child Has Access to a High-Quality Early Childhood Program

4. Every School Has Effective Teachers and Leaders

5. Every Community Effectively Uses a World-Class Data System to 

Improve Student Outcomes

6. Every School and District is Rated “C” or Higher 



ESSA Updates

MDE and 
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New English Learner Guidelines

• Mississippi English Learner 

Guidelines

• Federal Education Grants that can 

Support EL Students

• Instructional Strategies

• Administrator Supports

• USDE Dear Colleague Letter, Civil 

Rights of English Learners
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ESSA Updates
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• Accountability for EL performance shifts from Title 

III to Title I

• Schools and districts with 10 or more EL students 

now have EL performance considered in the 

accountability model



How do test scores affect the school’s scores?

• MAAP scores for EL students are calculated in with all 

other student scores except for those students for whom 

this is their first year in the United States

• Mississippi has added an English Learner progress to 

proficiency indicator, at an overall weight of 5% in the 

model, borrowing points from all other indicators (from 

the LAS Links assessment)

7
Office of Elementary Education and Reading



Summary of Major Edits
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• In the fall of 2018, Mississippi will use the full model 

(including EL progress) to identify schools for 

Comprehensive Support and Improvement (CSI) or 

Targeted Support and Improvement (TSI), but will assign 

official grades for schools and districts excluding the EL 

progress component

• Both calculations (with and without EL progress) will be 

reported



School Files
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Without the EL 

Component

With the EL Component

• Will not have EL 

scores included

• Will be used to 

determine school 

ratings

• Will have EL scores 

included

• Will be used to identify 

schools for 

improvement and 

needed school 

supports



700-Point Elementary and Middle Schools
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READING MATH SCIENCE
ENGLISH LANGUAGE 

PROGRESS

Proficiency

95 PTS

Proficiency

95 PTS

Proficiency

95 PTS

Growth All Students

95 PTS

Growth All Students

95 PTS

Growth Lowest 25%

95 PTS

Growth Lowest 25%

95 PTS

Progress to Proficiency

35 PTS



1,000-Point Schools and Districts
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READING MATH OTHER SUBJECTS
GRADUATION 

4-YEAR ACCELERATION
COLLEGE & CAREER 

READINESS
ENGLISH LANGUAGE 

PROGRESS

Proficiency

95 PTS

Proficiency

95 PTS

Science

Proficiency

47.5 PTS

4-year Cohort 

Rate

190 PTS

Performance

23.75 PTS

ACT Math 

Performance

23.75 PTS

Growth 

All Students

95 PTS

Growth 

All Students

95 PTS

U.S. History 

Proficiency

47.5 PTS

Participation

23.75 PTS

ACT Reading 

or English 

Performance

23.75 PTS

Growth 

Lowest 25%

95 PTS

Growth 

Lowest 25%

95 PTS

Progress to 

Proficiency

50 PTS



Schools with Less Than Minimum N-Count
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• For schools in which the minimum n-count is not met for 

the English Language Proficiency indicator to be included 

in calculations, the 5% of total points typically assigned to 

the ELP indicator will be distributed proportionally among 

the remaining indicators. 

• This will keep the overall points available consistent at 700 

or 1,000 points, depending on the grade-level configuration 

of the school.



LAS Links Reports 
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LAS Links Assessment
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LAS Links is the Language Assessment System test:

• is an English language proficiency assessment that measures the 

speaking, listening, reading, writing, and comprehension skills of K–

12 students; 

• includes a screener that serves as Mississippi’s initial placement 

test; and,

• has an End of Year assessment given in the spring

Office of Elementary Education and Reading



Administering the LAS Links Assessment
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The LAS Links screener and end of year assessment are secure testing 

materials and must:

• be administered by a licensed teacher  who has been trained to 

administer the test;

• be proctored by other personnel who have been trained in test security 

rules and regulations; and,

• does not have a time limit. 

Test administrators and proctors may be, but do not have to be, the 

English Learner teacher.         

Office of Elementary Education and Reading



Interpretation Guide
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Each school has the following materials to help you understand the many 

reports available for each child: 

• an interpretation guide; 

• a digital Assessment Library; and,

• an Instructional Library provided by LAS Links.

Office of Elementary Education and Reading



Interpretation Guide

• If you do not have these items in your building, contact your District 

Testing Coordinator. 

• The Interpretation Guide also contains letters for parents available in 

different languages.  
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LAS Links Instructional Library

• Contains a comprehensive collection of instructional 

materials to assist with the instruction of English Learners

• Should be shared with teachers, parents and students
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Reports

Sample LAS Links

Student Proficiency Reports, Roster 

Reports,  Strand Reports
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The Student Proficiency Report 
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All teachers 

with EL 

students 

need to be 

given this 

data at the 

beginning 

of 

every 

school 

year.



LAS Links Overview 
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Student Proficiency Report
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Student Proficiency Report
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Reading Vocabulary Subskills
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Summary Report of Strands
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Summary Report of Strands
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Reading Lexile Report
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Exit Criteria

An English Learner student may exit the program when the student:

• scores 4-5 on the Reading section of the LAS Links, and 

• scores 4-5 on the Writing section of the LAS Links, and

• scores 4-5 overall on the LAS Links

A student must be monitored for 4 years once they have exited the 

program. 
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SharePoint

Access files to assist with LAS Links through SharePoint

Path to access SharePoint files:

• Educators, Student Assessment, SharePoint, Public 

Access, Special Populations, English Learners 
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Student Assessment
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SharePoint
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Public Access
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Special Populations

33



English Learners
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Supports for Teachers and Administrators

• LAS Links Blue Print gives skill areas, language content strands, and sub-

skill areas/subtests for the different tested grade bands.

• LAS Links Overview provides the scope and sequence for the tested 

domains along with the subskills in the different tested grade spans.

• Proficiency Level Descriptors provide information to teachers as to what 

ELs can do at each proficiency level by grade level.

• Subskills and Objectives can be found in the LAS Links Online 

Instructional Library under standards and blueprints. This breaks down the 

LAS Links Standards Subskills in each of the four domains by grade level.
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EL Resources

• August to February 2017 Literacy Focus of the Month 

http://www.mdek12.org/ESE/english-learners

• Family Guides for Student Success 

http://www.mdek12.org/ESE/links/response-to-

intervention-teacher-support-team
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Resources – Language Resources 

Language Resources

• Transact http://www.transact.com

• Duolingo https://www.duolingo.com

• Newsela https://newsela.com

• Rewordify https://rewordify.com
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Resources for Teachers of EL Students
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Teacher resources:

• ¡Colorin Colorado! http://www.colorincolorado.org

• Reading Rockets 

http://www.readingrockets.org/reading-topics/english-

language-learners

• Edutopia https://www.edutopia.org

• Everything ESL http://www.everythingesl.net
Office of Elementary Education and Reading
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Resources – MDE Literacy Page
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Resources – MDE EL Page
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Resources – MDE Intervention Services Page
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English Learner Contacts

Instruction

LeighAnne Cheeseman

Assistant State Literacy Coordinator

English Learner Coordinator (K-3) 

lcheeseman@mdek12.org

Intervention

Sandra Elliott 

English Learner Intervention Support 

Specialist

(Pre K – 12)

selliott@mdek12.org

Federal Guidelines

Dr. Monique Henderson

Office Director, English Learner 

Guidelines and Regulations & Title III

mohenderson@mdek12.org

Federal Guidelines

Gwendolyn King

Coordinator, English Learner Guidelines 

and Regulations & Title III

gking@mdek12.org
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Student Intervention Supports

Elementary Specialist

Laurie Weathersby

lweathersby@mdek12.org

Secondary Specialist

Jayda Brantley

jbrantley@mdek12.org

Director Intervention Services

Robin Lemonis

rlemonis@mdek12.org

MSIS & Behavior Intervention Specialist

Bobby Richardson

brichardson@mdek12.org

Gifted Specialist

Jen Cornett 

jcornett@mdek12.org

Technology Specialist

Melissa Banks

mbanks@mdek12.org
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Sandra C. Elliott

English Learner Intervention Support Specialist

selliott@mdek12.org
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