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To create a world-class educational system that gives students 
the knowledge and skills to be successful in college and the 
workforce, and to flourish as parents and citizens

VISION

To provide leadership through the development of policy and 
accountability systems so that all students are prepared to 
compete in the global community

MISSION

Mississippi Department of Education
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1. All Students Proficient and Showing Growth in All Assessed Areas

2. Every Student Graduates From High School and is Ready for 
College and Career

3. Every Child Has Access to a High-Quality Early Childhood Program

4. Every School Has Effective Teachers and Leaders

5. Every Community Effectively Using a World-Class Data System to 
Improve Student Outcomes

6. Every School and District is Rated “C” or Higher

State Board of Education Goals FIVE-YEAR STRATEGIC PLAN FOR 2016-2020
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Why the changes in our diploma?

• Graduation Rates

• Remediation at Postsecondary

• ACT Scores

• Career Readiness

• Engagement beyond High School
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Graduation Rates
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Postsecondary Enrollment

Remediation in 2015

• IHLs 20.9%

• CCs 34.5%
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ACT 
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Junior ACT 3-Year Comparison
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Mississippi 11th Grade ACT Score Comparison

Year English Math Reading Science Composite

2015 16.9 17.6 17.8 17.8 17.6

2016 17.6 18.0 18.6 18.3 18.3

2017 17.3 17.9 18.1 18.2 18.0



Implementation
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Students Currently enrolled grades 10-12

• Use the graduation requirements for school year they 
entered the 9th grade.

• To include:
• Career Pathway Diploma
• District Opt out Diploma
• Traditional/Standard Diploma
• Early Exit Diploma
• Mississippi Occupational Diploma
• Certificate of Attendance
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Current 9th graders

• Use the graduation requirements for school year they 
entered the 9th grade.

• To include:
• District Opt out Diploma
• Traditional/Standard Diploma
• Early Exit Diploma
• Certificate of Attendance
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Middle Schools
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Standard 14

• Students enrolled in grades 7-12 may be awarded a 
Carnegie unit credit provided the course content is a 
Carnegie unit bearing course in the current edition of the 
Approved Courses for the Secondary Schools of 
Mississippi Manual.
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Middle School Responsibilities

• Helping students select proper diploma endorsements 
through career explorations.

• Understanding GPA begins with the first Carnegie unit 
attempted.

• Middle schools and high schools must work together to 
determine which courses middles schools should offer. 

• Establishing math pathways that determine ACT scores 
and College and Career Readiness. 
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Resources
MDE

Available Online
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Resources 
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Resources
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Resources 
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Resources 
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Resources 
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Effective 2018-
Traditional Diploma
EEffective 2018-19 for all Incoming 9th Graders
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Traditional Diploma Requirements
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Curriculum	Area Carnegie	Units Required	Subjects

English 4 English	I
English	II

Math 4 Algebra	I

Science 3 Biology	I

Social	Studies 3 ½	
World	History	(1)																							US	Government	(1/2)
US	History	(1)																													MS	Studies	(1/2)
Economics	(1/2)

Physical	Ed ½
Health ½
Art 1

College	&	Career	Readiness 1 Must	occur	in	the	student’s	junior	or	senior	year,	or	in	the	
student	completion	of	a	4-year	sequence.

Technology	or	Computer	Science 1
Electives 5	½	

TOTAL 24



Requirements for Traditional Diploma 
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• Student must identify an endorsement area prior to entering 9th grade. 
Endorsement requirements can only be changed with parental permission. 

• For early release, students must have met MS IHL and Community College  
readiness benchmarks (ACT sub scores 17 English and 19 Math or SAT 
equivalency) or earned a Silver level on ACT WorkKeys. 

• Alternately, a student must meet ALL of the following: 
• Have a 2.5 GPA
• Passed or met all MAAP assessments requirements for graduation
• On track to meet diploma requirements
• Concurrently enrolled in Essentials for College Math and/or Essentials for 

College Literacy



• For early graduation, a student should successfully 
complete an area of endorsement.

• Students should take a math or math equivalent course 
during their senior year.
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Recommendations for All Students



College and Career Readiness 
Course

Components and Format
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College and Career Ready Course

The College and Career Ready (CCR) course is designed to 
provide planning and instruction for postsecondary and career 
transition.
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College and Career Readiness (CCR) Course

What courses will count for this requirement?
• MDE College and Career Readiness Course

• MDE Career Pathway Experience

• Senior Project/Capstone Project (modules) 

• Leader in Me, Advisement Programs, and Seminar Courses 
(Students must complete the entire 4-year sequence)

• District-developed course approved by MDE
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Costs for CCR Course

No Additional cost to districts

• If implemented in a strategic manner, there should be no 
additional costs incurred by districts.  The traditional diploma 
is a 24-credit diploma, just as the current standard diploma. 

• Allowing districts the option to implement the CCR course in 
multiple timeframes relieves the district from needing 
additional teacher units for this class.
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CCR Course Units of Study

Units of study included in the College and Career Ready course:

College and Career Ready Units:
• Transition from high school graduation to post-secondary enrollment
• College and Career Exploration and Selection Processes
• College and Career Assessments
• College Affordability Planning
• College and Career Admission Process

Life Ready Units:
• Financial Literacy
• Community Service
• Communication (oral, written)
• Digital Literacy
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Timeline of the CCR Course Development

• November 2017 through January 2018 – curriculum development and 
Carnegie unit guidelines

• February 2018 – curriculum approval for APA process to the State Board 
of Education

• April 2018 – final approval of curriculum

• Summer 2018 – training for early adopters to follow

• Academic year 2018-2019 – implementation for early adopters
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Teacher Endorsement for CCR Course

• There are no additional teacher endorsement requirements 
for the CCR course. 

• A teacher with a valid secondary teaching license may 
teach this course.

• Training for the course will be offered by MDE for teachers. 

• Online support will also be available.

31



Early Release Requirements
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What is Early Release?

Early release is a term referring to the practice of students 
who have earned most of their graduation credits being 
allowed to leave campus for part of the school day to work in 
the community during their senior year.
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Early Release Requirements
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• For early release, students must have met MS IHL and Community College  
readiness benchmarks (ACT sub scores 17 English and 19 Math or SAT 
equivalency) or earned a Silver level on ACT WorkKeys. 

• Alternately, a student must meet ALL of the following: 
• Have a 2.5 GPA
• Passed or met all MAAP assessments requirements for graduation
• On track to meet diploma requirements
• Concurrently enrolled in Essentials for College Math and/or Essentials for 

College Literacy



Reasons for Changes in Early Release

• Goal #2 of the SBE 
• Responsibility to prepare all students to exit high school ready for 

post-secondary work without remediation and/or the necessary 
skills to enter the workforce in a job with a sustainable wage. 

• Districts are allocated funds based on a student’s enrollment as a 
fulltime student. 

• Making students aware of the readiness requirement will 
encourage initiative and involvement in meeting standards by the 
student and parents.
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ACT Benchmark Course 
Options
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Courses for Students Below ACT Benchmark

1. Required in districts in 2018-2019:

-Essentials for College Math

-Essentials for College Literacy

2. Recommended for districts:

-SREB Math Ready

-SREB Literacy Ready
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Essentials for College Math and Literacy

• Students must score AT LEAST a 15 on the ACT sub-score 
to be enrolled in the requisite class. 

• If a student earns an 80 average in the Essentials classes, 
Mississippi IHLs and community colleges will accept the 
student without remediation. 
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SREB Math Ready & SREB Literacy Ready

• For students who have scored below a 15 on the ACT sub-
score, they should be enrolled in the requisite class for CCR 
prep and learning building blocks. 

• Mississippi IHLs and community colleges will NOT accept 
these students without remediation, no matter what the 
students’ average is in the class.
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Training for ACT-based Courses

• 3-day training for teachers will take place in January and 
July of each year

• Teachers must have endorsement to teach these classes

• Beginning 2018-2019, the Essentials for Literacy and 
Essentials for Math must be offered in all high schools
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Early Graduation 
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Early Graduation

Early graduation is when a student earns all the credits 
needed for graduation before his or her senior year and 
chooses to receive the diploma early and exit high school.
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Will Early Graduates Count in the Accountability Model?

Revisions to the Business Rules of the MS Statewide 
Accountability System will be presented to the Accountability 
Task Force for consideration in Fall 2017.
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Allowable District Changes

Traditional Diploma and Endorsements
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Allowable District Changes to the Traditional Diploma

• May increase any diploma requirements above the state 
approved requirements

• Changes must be for ALL students

• Not allowed to have different levels of diploma requirements
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Is this Diploma Change Allowable for Districts?
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Curriculum	Area Carnegie	Units Required	Subjects

English 4 English	I					English	III
English	II				English	IV

Math 4 Algebra	I															1	additional	higher		math	higher	course
Geometry														any	other	1	full	credit	math

Science 4 Biology	I														A	physical	science	based	course
Any	2	full	credit	science	courses	

Social	Studies 4
World	History	(1)																							US	Government	(1/2)
US	History	(1)																													MS	Studies	(1/2)
Economics	(1/2)																									Geography	(1/2)

Physical	Ed ½
Health ½
Art 1

Technology	or	Computer	Science 1

Electives 5
TOTAL 24



Answer

NO
The College and Career Readiness (CCR) Course 

is not included in the district requirements.
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Correct Allowable District Option
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Curriculum	Area Carnegie	Units Required	Subjects

English 4 English	I					English	III
English	II				English	IV

Math 4 Algebra	I															1	additional	higher		math	higher	course
Geometry														any	other	1	full	credit	math

Science 4 Biology	I														A	physical	science	based	course
Any	2	full	credit	science	courses	

Social	Studies 4
World	History	(1)																							US	Government	(1/2)
US	History	(1)																													MS	Studies	(1/2)
Economics	(1/2)																									Geography	(1/2)

Physical	Ed ½
Health ½
Art 1

College	&	Career	Readiness 1 Must	occur	in	the	student’s	junior	or	senior	year,	or	in	the	
student	completion	of	a	4-year	sequence.

Technology	or	Computer	Science 1
Electives 4

TOTAL 24



Can a District have an Opt-Out Requirement?

• District Traditional Diploma Requirements

• District Opt-Out Diploma Requirements
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District Traditional Diploma Requirements
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Curriculum	Area Carnegie	Units Required	Subjects

English 4 English	I					English	III
English	II				English	IV

Math 4 Algebra	I															1	additional	higher		math	higher	course
Geometry														any	other	1	full	credit	math

Science 4 Biology	I														A	physical	science	based	course
Any	2	full	credit	science	courses	

Social	Studies 4
World	History	(1)																							US	Government	(1/2)
US	History	(1)																													MS	Studies	(1/2)
Economics	(1/2)																									Geography	(1/2)

Physical	Ed ½
Health ½
Art 1

College	&	Career	Readiness 1 Must	occur	in	the	student’s	junior	or	senior	year,	or	in	the	
student	completion	of	a	4-year	sequence.

Technology	or	Computer	Science 1

Electives 6
TOTAL 26



District Opt-Out Traditional Diploma Requirements
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Curriculum	Area Carnegie	Units Required	Subjects

English 4 English	I
English	II

Math 4 Algebra	I

Science 3 Biology	I

Social	Studies 3 ½	
World	History	(1)																							US	Government	(1/2)
US	History	(1)																													MS	Studies	(1/2)
Economics	(1/2)

Physical	Ed ½
Health ½
Art 1

College	&	Career	Readiness 1 Must	occur	in	the	student’s	junior	or	senior	year,	or	in	the	
student	completion	of	a	4-year	sequence.

Technology	or	Computer	Science 1
Electives 5	½	

TOTAL 24



Answer

NO

Districts may only have one Traditional Diploma 

for ALL students.
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Can a District Require Online Learning?
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Traditional Diploma Requirements
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Curriculum	Area Carnegie	Units Required	Subjects
English 4 English	I

English	II

Math 4 Algebra	I

Science 3 Biology	I

Social	Studies 3 ½	
World	History	(1)																							US	Government	(1/2)
US	History	(1)																													MS	Studies	(1/2)
Economics	(1/2)

Physical	Ed ½
Health ½
Art 1

College	&	Career	Readiness 1 Must	occur	in	the	student’s	junior	or	senior	year,	or	in	the	student	
completion	of	a	4-year	sequence.

Technology	or	Computer	Science 1

Approved	Online	Course Student	must	successfully	complete	one	online	course	for	graduation

Electives 5	½	
TOTAL 24



Answer

YES

Districts can add requirements for online learning 

if the requirement applies to ALL students.
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Team Time Discussion Questions

• How do the new requirements differ from our current 
graduation requirements?

• Does our district need to make recommendations to our local 
school board for local changes to the new requirements?

• If additional changes are needed, what is our timeline and 
procedures for requesting changes to our local school board?
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Traditional Diploma
Career and Technical Endorsement
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Traditional Diploma with Career and Technical Endorsement
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Curriculum	Area Carnegie	Units Required	Subjects
English 4 English	I																													English	II

Mathematics 4 Algebra	I

Science 3 Biology	I

Social	Studies 3½	 1	World	History															1	U.S.	History
½	U.S.	Government									½	Economics
½	Mississippi	Studies

Physical	Education ½

Health ½

Art 1

Career	&	College	Readiness 1 Must	occur	in	the	student’s	junior	or	senior	year,	or	in	the	
student	completion	of	a	4-year	sequence.

Technology	or	Computer	
Science

1

CTE	Electives 4 Must	complete	a	4-course	sequential	program	of	study

Additional	Electives 3½	

Total 26

Additional  Requirements
• Earn an overall GPA of 2.5
• Earn Silver level on ACT WorkKeys
• Earn two additional Carnegie Units for a 

total of 26 
Must successfully complete one of the 
following:

• One CTE dual credit course or earn 
articulated credit in the high school 
CTE course

• Work-based Learning Experience 
or the Career Pathway Experience

• Earn a State Board of Education 
approved national credential



Traditional Diploma with CTE Endorsement

Key Points

• A student does not have to have a 2.5 GPA to take a CTE course.
• A student may earn an approved national endorsement/certification and not earn a 

CTE endorsement.
• A student may be enrolled in CTE courses and only earn a Traditional Diploma with 

no endorsement.
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Traditional Diploma with CTE Endorsement

Key Points
• State and federal funds to the Office of CTE will be used to help pay for funding for 

CTE completers ONLY.
• State workforce dollars will also be used to help fund WorkKeys.
• Request to the Legislature for full funding for WorkKeys for ALL students.
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Traditional Diploma with CTE Endorsement

Key Points
• Community College Board and all 15 Community College Presidents have 

agreed to the articulation plan.
• For articulated CTE dual credit to count in the accountability model, proposed 

revisions to the Business Rules of the MS Statewide Accountability System will 
be presented to the Accountability Task Force for consideration in Fall 2017.
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Traditional Diploma with CTE Endorsement
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Traditional Diploma
Academic Endorsement and
Distinguished Academic Endorsement
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Traditional Diploma with Academic Endorsement 
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Curriculum	Area Carnegie	Units Required	Subjects
English 4 English	I																													English	II

Mathematics 4 Algebra	I	+	two	(2)	additional	math	courses	above	
Algebra	I

Science 3 Biology	I	+	two	(2)	additional	science	courses	
above	Biology	I

Social	Studies 3½	 1	World	History															1	U.S.	History
½	U.S.	Government									½	Economics
½	Mississippi	Studies

Physical	Education ½

Health ½

Art 1

Career	&	College	Readiness 1 Must	occur	in	the	student’s	junior	or	senior	year,	
or	in	the	student	completion	of	a	4-year	
sequence.

Technology	or	Computer	Science 1

Additional	Electives 7½	 Must	meet	CPC	requirements for	MS	IHLs

Total 26

Additional  Requirements
• Earn an overall GPA of 2.5
• Courses must meet MS IHL college 

preparatory curriculum (CPC) 
requirements

• Earn MS IHL and Community College  
readiness benchmarks (ACT sub scores 
of 17 English and 19 math as approved 
by post-secondary for non-remediation at 
most community colleges and IHL 
college-ready courses in senior year, or 
SAT equivalency

• Earn two additional Carnegie Units for a 
total of 26

Must successfully complete one of the 
following:

• One AP course with a C or higher 
and take the appropriate AP exam

• One DP-IB course with a C or higher 
and take the appropriate IB exams

• One academic dual credit course 
with a C or higher in the course



Traditional Diploma with Distinguished Endorsement 
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Curriculum	Area Carnegie	Units Required	Subjects

English 4 English	I																													English	II

Mathematics 4 Algebra	I	+	two	(2)	additional	math	courses	
above	Algebra	I

Science 4 Biology	I	+	two	(2)	additional	science	courses	
above	Biology	I

Social	Studies 4	 1	World	History															1	U.S.	History
½	U.S.	Government									½	Economics
½	Mississippi	Studies

Physical	Education ½

Health ½

Art 1

Career	&	College	Readiness 1 Must	occur	in	the	student’s	junior	or	senior	year,	
or	in	the	student	completion	of	a	4-year	
sequence.

Technology	or	Computer	
Science

1

Additional	Electives 8	 Must	meet	CPC	requirements for	MS	IHLs

Total 28

Additional  Requirements
• Earn an overall GPA of 3.0
• Courses must meet MS IHL CPC 

recommended requirements
• Earn national college-readiness 

benchmarks on each subtest 
established by ACT (sub scores of 18 
English and 22 math) or SAT 
equivalency

• Earn four additional Carnegie Units for a 
total of 28

Must successfully complete one of the 
following:

• One AP course with a B or higher 
and take the appropriate AP exam

• One DP-IB course with a B or 
higher and take the appropriate IB 
exams

• One academic dual credit course 
with a B or higher in the course



Changes to Traditional Diploma with Academic Endorsement
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Concerns Recommendations Justifications
Use of weighted/non-
weighted grades

The distinction of weighted grades was 
removed.

Districts have their own grading systems. 

This change will allow districts to continue to follow their current 
grading policies.  

Funding for dual credit, AP 
exams, and Diploma 
Program-IB exams

Federal funding for Title I and Title IV, Part A, will be distributed 
directly to districts. ESSA permits districts to use these funds for 
providing a well-rounded education which includes the funding of 
advanced coursework. 

College Board provides discounts to districts for eligible students. 
Title II may be used for teacher professional development for 
teaching advanced courses.

Dual Credit, AP or IB are already included in the Accountability 
model, therefore this practices follows accountability results.

Districts with existing honors 
graduation requirements

No Change
Keep curriculum specification as 
proposed.

Districts with existing honors graduation requirements may keep 
them if they are equal to or above the proposed endorsement 
requirements.



Changes to Traditional Diploma with Academic Endorsement
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Concerns Recommendations Justifications

For Academic Endorsement

Grade requirement for dual 
credit but not for IB or AP

• Earn a C or higher in any AP course 
and take the exam

• Earn a C or higher in a Diploma 
Program-IB course and take the 
exams

• Earn a C or higher in an academic 
dual enrollment course

This change will apply the same standard of mastery for AP, IB, and 
dual credit.

For Distinguished 
Academic Endorsement 

Grade requirement for dual 
credit but not for IB or AP

• Earn a B or higher in any AP course 
and take the exam

• Earn a B or higher in a Diploma 
Program-IB course and take the 
exams

• Earn a B or higher in an academic 
dual enrollment course

This change will apply the same standard of mastery for AP, IB, and 
dual credit.



How do District Changes Affect Endorsements?

The rule for allowing additional district requirements to the 
Traditional Diploma mandates that the change is carried 
throughout the endorsements. It is added to the Traditional 
diploma; therefore, it carries forward to the endorsements.
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District Traditional Diploma Change
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Curriculum	Area Carnegie	Units Required	Subjects

English 4 English	I					English	III
English	II				English	IV

Math 4 Algebra	I															1	additional	higher		math	higher	course
Geometry														any	other	1	full	credit	math

Science 4 Biology	I														A	physical	science	based	course
Any	2	full	credit	science	courses	

Social	Studies 4
World	History	(1)																							US	Government	(1/2)
US	History	(1)																													MS	Studies	(1/2)
Economics	(1/2)																									Geography	(1/2)

Physical	Ed ½
Health ½
Art 1

College	&	Career	Readiness 1 Must	occur	in	the	student’s	junior	or	senior	year,	or	in	the	
student	completion	of	a	4-year	sequence.

Technology	or	Computer	Science 1
Electives 6

TOTAL 26



Traditional Diploma with Career and Technical Endorsement
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Curriculum	Area Carnegie	Units Required	Subjects

English 4 English	I					English	III
English	II				English	IV

Mathematics 4 Algebra	I															1	additional	higher		math	higher	
Geometry														any	other	1	full	credit	math

Science 4 Biology	I														A	physical	science	based	course
Any	2	full	credit	science	courses	

Social	Studies 4 1	World	History															1	U.S.	History
½	U.S.	Government									½	Economics
½	Mississippi	Studies							½	Geography

Physical	Education ½

Health ½

Art 1

Career	&	College	Readiness 1 Must	occur	in	the	student’s	junior	or	senior	year,	or	in	
the	student	completion	of	a	4-year	sequence.

Technology	or	Computer	Science 1

CTE	Electives 4 Must	complete	a	4-course	sequential	program	of	
study

Additional	Electives 2	or	4

Total 26	or	28

Additional  Requirements
• Earn an overall GPA of 2.5
• Earn silver level on ACT WorkKeys
• Earn two additional Carnegie Units for a 

total of 26 or 28 
Must successfully complete one of the 
following:

• One CTE dual credit course or earn 
articulated credit in the high school 
CTE course

• Work-based Learning Experience 
or the Career Pathway Experience

• Earn a State Board of Education 
approved national credential



Traditional Diploma with Academic Endorsement 
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Curriculum	Area Carnegie	Units Required	Subjects

English 4 English	I					English	III
English	II				English	IV

Mathematics 4 Algebra	I	+	two	(2)	additional	math	courses	above	
Algebra	I

Science 4 Biology	I	+	two	(2)	additional	science	courses	
above	Biology	I				One	must	be	a	lab	based	science

Social	Studies 4 1	World	History															1	U.S.	History
½	U.S.	Government									½	Economics
½	Mississippi	Studies							½	Geography

Physical	Education ½

Health ½

Art 1

Career	&	College	Readiness 1 Must	occur	in	the	student’s	junior	or	senior	year,	
or	in	the	student	completion	of	a	4-year	
sequence.

Technology	or	Computer	Science 1

Additional	Electives 6	or	8 Electives	must	meet	the	advanced	elective	
requirements	in	the	IHL	CPC

Total 26	or	28

Additional  Requirements
• Earn an overall GPA of 2.5
• Courses must meet MS IHL college 

preparatory curriculum (CPC) 
requirements

• Earn MS IHL and Community College  
readiness benchmarks (ACT sub scores 
of 17 English and 19 math as approved 
by post-secondary for non-remediation at 
most community colleges and IHL 
college-ready courses in senior year, or 
SAT equivalency

• Earn two additional Carnegie Units for a 
total of 26 or 28

Must successfully complete one of the 
following:

• One AP course with a C or higher 
and take the appropriate AP exam

• One DP-IB course with a C or higher 
and take the appropriate IB exams

• One academic dual credit course 
with a C or higher in the course



Traditional Diploma with Distinguished Endorsement 
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Curriculum	Area Carnegie	Units Required	Subjects

English 4 English	I																													English	II

Mathematics 4 Algebra	I	+	two	(2)	additional	math	courses	
above	Algebra	I

Science 4 Biology	I	+	two	(2)	additional	science	courses	
above	Biology	I						One	must	be	a	lab	based	
science

Social	Studies 4	 1	World	History															1	U.S.	History
½	U.S.	Government									½	Economics
½	Mississippi	Studies							½	Geography

Physical	Education ½

Health ½

Art 1

Career	&	College	Readiness 1 Must	occur	in	the	student’s	junior	or	senior	year,	
or	in	the	student	completion	of	a	4-year	
sequence.

Technology	or	Computer	
Science

1

Additional	Electives 8	or	10 Electives	must	meet	the	advanced	elective	
requirements	in	the	IHL	CPC

Total 28	or	30

Additional  Requirements
• Earn an overall GPA of 3.0
• Courses must meet MS IHL CPC 

recommended requirements
• Earn national college-readiness 

benchmarks on each subtest 
established by ACT (sub scores of 18 
English and 22 math) or SAT 
equivalency

• Earn four additional Carnegie Units for a 
total of 28 or 30

Must successfully complete one of the 
following:

• One AP course with a B or higher 
and take the appropriate AP exam

• One DP-IB course with a B or 
higher and take the appropriate IB 
exams

• One academic dual credit course 
with a B or higher in the course



MSIS Reporting Requirements

Diploma Requirements, Assessment Options, and 
Testing Requirements
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Reporting in MSIS for Diploma Requirements
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• Monthly Report for Grades K-12 beginning in the 2017-2018 School Year

• Reported in all nine reporting periods – will be an MSIS error if not filled

• Once entered, becomes an automatic fill each month unless manually changed

• Grades K-8 need to check either Traditional or Special Education Fields

• Beginning in 9th grade, Counselors/MSIS Reports should reflect true diploma 
pathway and make changes when a student moves from one pathway to another.

• Beginning in school year 2018-2019, all 9th grade students should be identified by 
endorsement area or just “Traditional” when a parent removes a student from an 
endorsement.



MSIS Reporting Requirements for Assessment Options

• The graduation option screen is populated based upon the student's 
graduation code of “T”, Traditional Diploma.

• Only the 4 subject areas can be updated.

• “Pass Test” is automatically populated in the graduation option for 
each subject area.

• Graduation Options: Can only pick one option.
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Graduation Assessment Options Reporting

To access this screen, go to 

MODULES=> STUDENTS=> DATA ENTRY=>GRADUATION OPTION
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Graduation Assessment Options Reporting

SCHOOLS – Select a School on the Schools tab by using the up and down arrow 
keys on the keyboard or performing a query. Click on the school that the student 
attends. You will not have the schools option if you only have one active school.
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Graduation Assessment Options Reporting
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Graduation Assessment Options Reporting
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Reporting for Students that Pass Assessment

Student takes assessment and passes the assessment

• Student Record field is automatically populated with Pass Test

• There is no additional input required for this student
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Current Assessment Options
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ACT Assessment Option

• Student takes ACT and earns a sub-score of 17 or higher in 
the appropriate subject area

• The sub-score meets the requirement for assessment 
option select from the dropdown ACT
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Dual Credit Assessment Option

• Student takes appropriate college courses and makes a C or 
higher in the course

• Select Dual Credit in the dropdown menu to meet graduation 
assessment requirement
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CTE Assessment Options

• Student fails any or multiple end-of course assessments

• Student is a CTE completer (4 credits in the same pathway) with a 
MS-CPAS assessment average of 60 or higher

Passes either the ACT WorkKeys with Silver level 
OR

Passes the military ASVAB with a 36 or higher

• Select in dropdown menu CTE WorkKeys or CTE ASVAB to meet any 
end-of-course assessment not passed
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Concordance Charts
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Concordance Charts Continued
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Concordance Charts Science and U.S. History
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Concordance Chart

• Student takes Algebra I assessment and fails the test.

• Use the concordance chart that aligns with appropriate 
assessment to determine if student meets Scale Score 
Range.

• If student meets concordance table Pass – Select 
Concordance Table from drop down menu and change 
Pass to Concordance Table.
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Composite (Combined) Score
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Composite (Combined) Score
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Composite (Combined) Score
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Composite (Combined) Score
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Composite (Combined) Assessment Option
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Student must attempt all four end-of-course assessment before 
this option can be used.
• STEP 1. Identify the four assessments the student has participated.

• STEP 2. Identify the student’s highest scale score on the corresponding assessments. 

• STEP 3. If PARCC and SATP2 scores are used, follow the steps under Section 1. If only SATP2 
scores are used, follow the steps under Section 2. If MAP and SATP2 scores are used, follow the 
steps under Section 3.

• STEP 4. If the student’s combined (composite) score is equal to or greater than the minimum 
combined score, 646, the student will have fulfilled the graduation requirements. 

• STEP 5:  If student meets the cut score of 646 for any assessment not passed then select Composite 
SATP Score from dropdown menu and student has meet graduation assessment requirement.



English and Math Assessment Beginning 2018-2019

Rule 36.4
• Beginning with school year 2018-2019, all students who are 

enrolled in an end-of-course Subject Area Tested course for 
the first time must participate in the assessment in order to 
earn the Carnegie Unit. The assessment score will constitute 
25% of the student’s final grade in the course.

• This policy will require a change in language to reflect 
necessary revisions to meet assessment contracts and 
implementation limitations.  Changes should be completed by 
March 2018 to reflect the necessary required changes.
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Science and US History 

• Same as current requirements for assessment and 
assessment options

• These two areas will be added after new standards are 
implemented and new assessments developed and new 
scale scores established

• Projected implementation for 75%/25% rule for science 
will begin school year 2021-2022

• Project implementation for 75%/25% rule for US History 
will begin school year 2022-2023
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How is a student’s final grade calculated?

• Course grade 75, end-of-course assessment scale score 
converted to a 1-100 score

75 + 75 + 75 + 80 = 305/4 = 76.25

Final grade for course is 76

1 Carnegie unit is earned for the class

Student meets assessment requirement for graduation
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Passing grade for course but failing grade for assessment

District has a grading scale with 65 as passing 
• Course grade 67 passing (pre-assessment), end-of-course 

assessment score 50 failing:
67 + 67 + 67 +50 = 251/4 = 62.75

Final grade for course is 63

Student fails the class
A. Student must retake the class and retake the assessment
B. Student cannot use credit recovery to earn a higher passing 

grade based on SBP Chapter 28 Rule 28.5
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Credit Recovery Policy

Chapter 28 Rule 28.5:
• Beginning with the school year 2016-17, a student who selects 

credit recovery to earn a Carnegie unit may only earn the minimal 
passing grade on the district grading scale.

Example: 65 + 65 + 65 + 50  = 245/4 = 61.25

Final Grade = 61 failing
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What if the district’s grading scale has 60 as failing?

District has a grading scale with 60 as passing

• Course grade 67 is passing, end-of-course assessment 
score 50 is failing:

67 + 67 + 67 +50 = 251/4 = 62.75

Final grade for course is 63

1 Carnegie unit is earned for the class

Student meets assessment requirement for graduation
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Example: Course grade is failing, assessment score passing

Grading scale with any grade 65 or above is passing

Example:  Course grade is 63, end-of-course 
assessment grade is 75

63 + 63 + 63 + 75 = 264/4 = 66

Final grade is 66 passing

Student earns 1 Carnegie unit for the course

Student meets assessment requirement for graduation
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Example: Course grade is failing, assessment score passing

Example: Course grade of 62, end-of-course assessment 
grade 70

62 + 62 + 62 +70 = 256/4 = 64
Final grade 64 failing

A. Student may retake class and add the 70 assessment 
score already earned for the final grade OR

B. Student may use credit recovery to earn the district’s 
minimal passing grade if the passing grade averaged with 
the 70 is passing

65 + 65 + 65 + 70 = 66.25
Final grade 66 passing
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Approved Course Code Manual for 
Secondary Schools
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Approved Course Code Manual for Secondary Schools

ALWAYS print a new manual at the beginning of each semester

AND

Check for deleted classes each year PRIOR to the start of school
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How to Generate Approved Course Code Report

From the website (www.mde.k12.ms.us), select Technology and 
Strategic Services from the drop-down menu on the right side of 
the red navigation bar
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How to Generate Approved Course Code Report Cont.

Choose MSIS Log-on from the left side of the Office of Technology and 
Strategic Services page. 
NOTE: Your browser may prompt you to “Run” or “Trust”Java in order to 
launch the MSIS log-on
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MSIS Log-on

106

Log-on to MSIS, making sure to use the appropriate 
credentials. In the “Database” field, type MSIS.



Main MSIS View Page

Once you have logged in, you should see the main view page
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Select Reports

In the Menu bar at the top of the screen, choose Reports > 
District > Approved Secondary Course Codes
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Run Report

Select your preferred output format (PDF is recommended), 
and choose Run Report
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Traffic Light

From this page, click the traffic light icon to run reports
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Print or Save Report

• You can save the report and print it for your records.

• NOTE: At the time the report is run, it may not reflect or 
include courses that are presently being developed, revised, 
or deleted. 

• To ensure the most current list of available approved courses 
is being used, please run this report regularly.
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Approved Courses for the Secondary Schools of Mississippi
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Approved Courses for the Secondary Schools of Mississippi
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Course Code Manual for Reporting Dual Credit and Online Offerings
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Dual Credit – Must use course codes from the Secondary Course Code Manual 
to receive points for acceleration in the State Accountability Model
• Courses must be entered into student data package at the beginning of each semester not after a 

student has completed the course

• Courses not entered in the student data package cannot count in acceleration

Online Courses- Must use online course codes for appropriate online providers 
for each student as soon as a student is enrolled in an online course
• Online courses used for first time credit must be from the approved online provider list

• Online course codes are only for online providers - districts not using an identified provider for 
services cannot use the online providers course code for a class



Alternate Diploma
For Students with Significant Cognitive 
Disabilities 
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Why have an Alternate Diploma

Under ESSA, states may develop an Alternate Diploma for 
students with significant cognitive disabilities and have it 
count in the state’s graduation rate if:

• It is aligned with the requirements of the general 
education diploma and

• It is given within the time frame for which the student is 
eligible for a Free Appropriate Public Education (FAPE)
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Alternate Diploma Option for Students with Significant Cognitive 
Disability (SCD)
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Curriculum	Area Carnegie	Units Required	Subjects
English 4 Alternate	English	Elements	I-IV

Mathematics 4 Alternate	Math	Elements	I-III
Alternate	Algebra	Elements

Science 2 Alternate	Biology	Elements
Alternate	Science	Elements	II

Social	Studies 2 Alternate	History	Elements	
(Strands:	U.S.	History	and	World	History)
Alternate	Social	Studies	Elements
(Strands:	Economics	and	U.S.	Government)

Physical	Education ½

Health ½ Alternate	Health	Benefits

Art 1

Vocational	Readiness 4 Career	Readiness	I-IV
(Strands:	Technology,	Systems,	Employability,	and	Social)

Life	Skills	Development 4 Life	Skills	Development	I-IV
(Strands:	Technology,	Systems,	Personal	Care,	and	Social)

Additional	Electives 2

Total 24

Requirements
• The Alternate Diploma is not 

equivalent to a traditional high 
school diploma and is not 
recognized by postsecondary 
entities that require a traditional 
high school diploma.

• All students are required to 
participate in the Mississippi 
Academic Assessment 
Program-Alternate Assessment 
(MAAP-A) with a score TBD.

• Students who have met the 
criteria on their IEP for having a 
Significant Cognitive Disability 
(SCD) may participate in a 
program of study to earn the 
Alternate Diploma.



Defining Significant Cognitive Disabilities
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• Significant cognitive disability (SCD) is not a category under IDEA.
• Represents less than 1% of the population.
• General education assessments, even with accommodations and 

modifications, are not appropriate. 
• Represents students across categories: intellectual disabilities, autism, 

multiple disabilities, traumatic brain injury.
• SCD is not determined by IQ alone.
• Poor performance on State assessments and/or deficient reading 

scores do not qualify students as SCD.
• Placement is not based on SCD determination.



Remember

• ESSA has capped the number of students who may take 
the Alternate Assessment

• “for each subject, the total number of students assessed 
using the alternate assessments based on alternate 
achievement standards does not exceed 1 percent of the 
total number of all students in the State who are assessed 
in such subject;”
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SCD Guidance Documentation 

Information	and	Publications



SCD Guidance Documentation 

SCD	Determination	Guidance	
Document	



SCD Determination Criteria
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A student may participate in the Alternate Assessment, only if the student is considered 
to be significantly cognitively disabled (SCD).
In order to be considered SCD, the student must meet all three of the following 
standards:

• SCD Standard 1: The student demonstrates significant cognitive deficits and
poor adaptive skill levels (as determined by that student’s comprehensive 
evaluation) that prevent participation in the standard academic curriculum or 
achievement of the academic content standards, even with accommodations and 
modifications.

• SCD Standard 2: The student consistently requires extensive direct instruction in 
both academic and functional skills in multiple settings to accomplish the 
application and transfer of those skills.

• SCD Standard 3: The student’s inability to complete the standard academic 
curriculum is neither the result of excessive or extended absences nor is it 
primarily the result of visual, auditory, or physical disabilities, emotional-behavioral 
disabilities, specific learning disabilities or social, cultural or economic differences.



Anticipated Course Standards Release
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Prior	to	2018-2019	School	Year	 Prior	to	2019-2020	School	Year
Alternate	English	I-II Remaining	Alternate	Courses	

(III &	IV)
Life	Skills	I-II Alternate	Social	Studies	Courses

Career	Readiness	I-II Alternate	Science	Courses

Alternate	Math	I-II

Alternate	Biology



Diversity in Functioning Levels of SCD
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• Students with Significant Cognitive Disabilities (SCD) demonstrate a wide range of academic and 
adaptive behavior functioning levels. Therefore, teachers who serve SCD may teach students on 
multiple functioning and grade levels during one class period.  

• In order to teach curriculum for multiple courses during one class period and employ effective 
classroom management, it is best practice to utilize management and teaching strategies such as; 
center-based learning, small group instruction, universal design for learning (UDL) and differentiated 
instruction (DI). 

• Evidence-Based programs should be considered when determining the most effective means to teach 
deficits related to standards identified in students’ Individualized Education Plans (IEPs). 

• It is important to note a student’s graduation option is an IEP Team decision. Some IEP Teams may 
determine the Alternate Diploma option is inappropriate for a student with a SCD ruling. 



Reflection Activity (10 minutes)

Discuss with your school team how you plan to offer the 
Alternate Diploma.

Consider: 

• Teacher Units

• Master Schedule

• Student Population

• Current electives that students take
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MOD Transition
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Course Progression
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• Important to monitor students’ progress

• Counselors play a vital role

• Conduct student transcript reviews 

• Student Planning Tool for the Traditional Diploma



Things to Remember

• End of Course Assessments will no longer be pass/fail.

• The assessment will count as 25% of the course grade.

• There are a number of assessment options.

• 4 Math units and Algebra I is the highest REQUIRED.

• 4 English units and English II is the highest REQUIRED.
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Scheduling Tips 
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• Provide students with an additional tutorial 
course.

• Double blocking tutorial with math/English.

• Get creative!

• Look for courses that students have not had 
but Carnegie units are provided.

• Middle school units are vital!!!



The Importance of Reading
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• Students MUST be prepared to 
succeed in elementary and middle 
school.

• Teachers MUST continue to teach 
reading in middle and high school.

• Reading on grade-level is a necessity.



Reflection Activity (10 minutes)

• Discuss with your district team what needs to happen in 
your middle school right now to prepare for upcoming 
students.

• Discuss what needs to happen at the elementary level.

• Make a list of your 3 biggest challenges and possible 
strategies to address them.
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Share Out 
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Challenge/ 
Strategy

Middle 
School

Challenge/ 
Strategy

High 
School

Challenge/ 
Strategy

Elementary



Certificate of Completion

Feedback Session
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Previous Recommendation

• A Certificate of Completion is not a high school diploma or its 
equivalent, but rather an acknowledgement of the child’s participation in 
and completion of his/her Individualized Education Program (IEP). 

• Students eligible to receive a Certificate of Completion are:

o Students who have been unsuccessful in meeting the requirements 
of either the Traditional Diploma or the Alternate Diploma, and

o Students with disabilities who have reached the maximum age of 
service under IDEA, which in Mississippi is age 20. 
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Moving Forward

• After the public comment period, the Certificate of Completion 
requirements were pulled because they needed revisions that 
would have substantively changed the intent.

• We will now gather your feedback for what the requirements 
should be.
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Guidelines/Criteria/Boundaries

• There must be a clear definition of who can receive a certificate.

• The guidelines should not allow for the certificate to be used in lieu of a 
MOD. Rather students should be pushed toward one of the two diploma 
options.

• There should be a clear time frame for when students should be placed 
on a certificate “track.”

• There should be a clear set of requirements for earning the certificate.
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Certificate of Completion (15 minutes)

Feedback Activity
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Certificate of Completion

Share your team’s recommendations
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Resources

• Diploma Endorsement Option 
Resources
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Individual Success Plan
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Choices to Job Scout
Why Choices went away?

• Cost

• State usage low

• CHOICES was not the iCAP, it was a tool to assist. 

Why Job Scout?

• Free

• Aligns with state workforce data and jobs available.

• A tool available to use, not a requirement.
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Individual Success Plan (ISP)

What is Individual Success Plan (ISP)?

• Replaces iCAP language

• To align with the ISP for workforce

• Should be a working plan that is updated annually. 
• Student inventory, 4 year course selection, career cluster and pathway
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ISP student progression expectations
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Job Scout

• Tool to assist students with career choices

• See handout provided
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Resources

• Diploma Endorsement Option 
Resources
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Graduation Ready Counselor Workshops
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Date: Location:
November 30, 2017 Desoto County Central Office

5 E South Street 
Hernando, MS 38632

December 1, 2017 Desoto County Central Office
5 E South Street 
Hernando, MS 38632

December 4, 2017 Rankin County Central Office 
1220 Apple Park Place 
Brandon, MS 39042

December 5, 2017 Rankin County Central Office 
1220 Apple Park Place 
Brandon, MS 39042



Graduation Ready Counselor Workshop
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Date: Location:
December 7, 2017 Mississippi Gulf Coast Community 

College-Jeff Davis Campus, U202
2226 Switzer Road
Gulfport, MS 39507

December 8, 2017 Mississippi Gulf Coast Community 
College-Jeff Davis Campus, U202
2226 Switzer Road
Gulfport, MS 39507

December 13, 2017 Greenville Higher Education Center
Hafter Multi-purpose Room
2900 A Highway 1 South
Greenville, MS 38701 

December 15, 2017 East Mississippi Community College 
Golden Triangle
8731 South Frontage Rd
Mayhew, MS 39753 



Graduation Ready Counselor Workshop (4 X 4 Block)

• These trainings are reserved for counselors whose school is on a 4X4 block 
schedule and will not be able to attend Dec. training due to state testing. 
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Date: Location:
Friday January 17, 2018 Mississippi Library Commission 

3881 Eastwood Dr. 
Jackson, MS 39211

Wednesday January 19, 2018 East Mississippi Community College 
Golden Triangle
8731 South Frontage Rd
Mayhew, MS 39753 

Friday January 26, 2018 Mississippi Gulf Coast Community 
College-Jeff Davis Campus, U202
2226 Switzer Road
Gulfport, MS 39507



Description: 

• The Office of Secondary Education has scheduled one day trainings across the state to 
assist school counselors in preparing students for postsecondary success. Districts should 
send a team from each school feeder pattern consisting of a middle school counselor, high 
school counselor, CTE counselor, and district counseling supervisor. These trainings will 
provide a detailed guide and useful strategies for implementation of the Individual Success 
Plan (ISP) as well as best practices to address the ASCA Mindsets & Behaviors for Student 
Success: K-12 College- and Career-Readiness Standards for Every Student. Career 
development training for K-5 elementary counselors is planned for spring of 2018. CEUs will 
be available. Registration is available at GoSignMeUp! via the MDE website.
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Short History

Funding for 
Accelerated Coursework

MDE and AP Funding
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Funding for AP and DP-IB
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• Since 1998, the federal government has provided states 
with dedicated funding to offset the cost of AP Exams for 
low-income students under a Title I program called the 
Advanced Placement® Test Fee Program.

• This federal program was directed specifically for exam 
fees (only) for advanced courses. 



Funding for AP and DP-IB
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• Mississippi has participated since 2014

• Latest APTF grant (received in August 2016) paid for May 
2016 AP test fees



Changes in funding with ESSA 
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• Beginning with the 2017 AP Exams, the Every Student 
Succeeds Act (ESSA) eliminated APTF grant program 
and consolidated AP funding with 40 other educational 
programs under a new Title IV, Part A, block grant.

• The vast majority (95%) of this new Title IV, Part A 
funding will go to districts, which can use these funds to 
subsidize their low-income students’ AP Exam fees.



May 2017 AP Test Funding

154

• Knowing that federal funding was not going to be 
available for the May 2017 testing cycle and to avoid 
shifting these costs to districts, MDE was able to plan for 
these exam fees.

• MDE paid $38 for each AP (and other advanced courses 
at the same rate) exam taken by eligible low-income 
students in May 2017, using federal and state funds. 



Every Student Succeeds Act

ESSA

Title IV, Part A
Student Support and Academic Enrichment (SSAE)
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Every Student Succeeds Act 2015

• ESSA replaced No Child Left Behind 

• State and local education agencies receive federal 
funding according to the guidelines in ESSA

• Local Education Agencies (LEAs), rather than State 
agencies, receive funding in direct block grants

• LEAs are responsible for budgeting the block grants 
according to federal guidelines
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Title IV, Part A of ESSA

Student Support and Academic Enrichment (SSAE)

• SSAE program funds may be used only to supplement, 
and not supplant, non-Federal funds that would otherwise 
be available for activities authorized

• LEAs may not use funds for the cost of activities if the 
cost of those activities would have otherwise been paid 
with State or local funds in the absence of the SSAE 
program funds 
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Title IV, Part A, ESSA
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The purpose of this subpart is to improve student academic 
achievement by increasing the capacity of States, local 
education agencies, and local communities to –

1. provide all students access to a well-rounded education

2. improve school conditions for student learning

3. improve the use of technology in order to improve the 
academic achievement and digital literacy of all students



Well-Rounded Education Opportunities
• Accelerated Learning programs (AP, IB or Cambridge)
• STEM 
• Music and Arts
• Foreign Language Instruction
• Dual Credit and Dual Enrollment 
• Civics Instruction
• College and Career Counseling
• Social/Emotional Learning
• Environmental Education
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Requirements Based on LEA Allocation

LEAs fall into 2 categories:

1. LEAs receiving $30,000 or more in Title IV, Part A

2. LEAs receiving less than $30,000 in Title IV, Part A
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LEA Allocations Title IV, Part A more than $30,000

Requirements:
• Comprehensive Needs Assessments (every 3 years)
• Specific allocations for safe/healthy students or well 

rounded education must be met:
20% for well-rounded education
20% for safe/healthy students
60% for student programs without specification, but a portion must be for technology

• An annual report to the state is required
• 15% technology equipment cap applies
• No more than 2% allowed for administrative costs
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Allocations less than $30,000

Not Required
• Comprehensive Needs Assessments 
• Specific allocations for safe/healthy students or well-

rounded education 
• Annual report to the state
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Allocations less than $30,000

Requirements:
• MUST spend money in at least one of the three 

categories (well-rounded education; safe and healthy 
students; or improving the conditions for student learning) 
with no percentage requirements

• 15% technology equipment cap applies
• 2% cap for administrative costs
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Federal Programs Directors

• Check with your district federal programs director 
concerning funding guidelines to ensure that enough 
money is earmarked for accelerated programs for 
students

• Check with the MDE Office of Federal Programs for PD 
opportunities or contact Quentin Ransburg, Office of 
Federal Programs, for information at 601-359-3499
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Dual Credit/Dual Enrollment Costs
• Dual credit costs vary according to the memorandum of 

understanding between the individual school district and 
the higher education partners

• Districts may collaborate with more than one higher 
educational agency in state (particularly because of 
ESSA funding)

• A good starting point is the Dual Credit Task Force 
Procedures Manual
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Reflection

• Questions

• District Team Time

• Wrap-up
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Contact Information 

Jean Massey, Executive Director
Office of Secondary Education

JMassey@mdek12.org

Gretchen Cagle, State Director of Special Education
Office of Special Education

GCagle@mdek12.org
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