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introduction:
“Words are not just words. They are the nexus‑the interface‑between communication and 
thought. When we read, it is through words that we build, refine, and modify our knowledge” 
Marilyn Jager Adams (2009, p. 180).   

Mississippi strives to develop college‑ and career‑ready students by building their capacity 
to make meaning of the world around them through reading. For students to become well‑
rounded readers and citizens, they need to engage with high‑quality, rigorous texts that 
represent varying cultures, genres, and facets of the human experience.   

This resource intends to equip educators to make purposeful instructional decisions around the 
Mississippi College‑ and Career‑Readiness Standards while promoting literacy that purposefully 
builds on a reader’s knowledge. This resource also provides students with texts that will serve 
as “mirrors, windows, and sliding glass doors.” Mirrors reflect texts where students can see 
themselves in the characters and events, while windows apply to texts that allow students 
to look out into the larger world and experience cultures, life experiences, and communities 
different from their own. Sliding glass doors refer to texts that not only introduce students to 
stories different from their own but encourage them to walk through and move forward, acting 
in an attempt to change the narrative.   

Through a collaborative process, Mississippi teachers, administrators, parents, counselors, 
and librarians contributed to the creation of this list; consideration of individual texts and their 
potential for intertextuality through pairing was a factor in title selection.   

The opportunities and applications for this resource are varied; therefore, teacher guidance and 
review are essential to providing students with appropriate and balanced reading choices that 
will ultimately foster increased independent reading and stamina. This resource is best utilized 
in conjunction with a High‑Quality Instructional Materials as defined by the MDE.

While appropriate within the context of the text, titles may contain content or topics that may 
require additional conversations. Administrators, teachers, counselors, librarians, and families 
should make informed decisions regarding text selections, and if a text for consideration is 
not familiar, please review the book prior to use. Teachers and librarians can use the Reading 
Assignment Approval Form, but it is not required for reading assignments or assessments. 

RESOURCE   Adams, M. J. (2009). The challenge of advanced texts: The interdependence of reading and 
learning. In E. H. Hiebert (Ed.), Reading more, reading better: Are American students reading enough of the right 
stuff? (pp. 163–189). New York, NY: Guilford.
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methodology:
The books identified in this list were not chosen at random; to appear on this list, a title had 
to meet specific criteria as outlined by a rubric developed by a team composed of a librarian, 
literacy personnel, a college professor, and a high school English teacher. The specific 
components of the rubric helped the team identify whether a chosen text contained the 
following components.  
 
          •  allows students to build knowledge 
 •  contains appropriate grade‑level complexity

 •   offers a balance of diverse characters, cultures, perspectives, orientations, races, and ages

 •  aligns with the Mississippi College‑ and Career‑Readiness  

   Standards and HQIM curriculums

The formal rubric used in the book‑identification process can 
be found in the appendices of this document.

In addition, the team made the decision to focus on identifying 
newer texts in the hope that the themes and characters would 
be more relatable to students. While newer texts were a 
priority, the team also recognized the importance of classic 
texts and made attempts to present traditional titles in newer 
formats, such as graphic novels, to make these texts appealing 
to the modern student. The team used resources such as 
the Magnolia book list, Novelist, We Need Diverse Books,  
Common Sense Media, and Teaching Books to help identify 
potential titles. 

Selected texts were then presented to a panel composed of 
Mississippi educators and parents, including public school 
teachers, librarians, administrators, counselors, and literacy 
coaches. This panel reviewed each text thoroughly, using 
a second rubric to rate and/or categorize each title on the 
following criteria:   
 
          •  Publication date,

 •  Multilingual or graphic formats,

 •  Award winner,

 •   Diversity or Social Emotional considerations,

 •   Grade‑level appropriateness, and 

 •  Connection to established book list themes.

Once reviewed by the panel, additional considerations were 
made for a text’s potential to promote culturally responsive 
learning, build content knowledge, and social and emotional 
development.  

Using materials that 

are AUTHENTIC 
AND RELEVANT TO 
STUDENTS’ LIVES  

leads to positive literacy 

outcomes such as 

increased motivation to 

read and write, increased 

engagement in literacy 

activities, improved recall 

and comprehension, and 

increased phonological 

awareness and fluency.  
‑ Kumasi, K. D., & Hughes‑
Hassell, S. (2017). Shifting 
Lenses on Youth Literacy and 
Identity. 

SOCIAL EMOTIONAL 
LEARNING is the 

process through which 

children manage 

emotions, show empathy 

for others, maintain 

positive relationships, 

and make responsible 

decisions.
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the shifts:
The Mississippi College‑ and Career‑Readiness Standards were designed to be robust and relevant 
to the real world, reflecting the knowledge and skills students need for success in college and 
careers and to compete in the global economy. In order for these standards to be truly met, they 
must be addressed under the umbrella of the three instructional shifts: text complexity, finding 
evidence, and building knowledge. These shifts serve as a framework for cultivating language 
comprehension in the classroom. 

Through regular practice with complex texts and their academic language, students are able 
to meet the steady demands of the standards as they increase through the grade bands. This 
focus on grade‑level (and above) complex text equips students to master not only the reading 
standards, but to grow in their language, speaking, and listening skills. This book list allows 
students to experience new and exciting worlds through interactive read alouds and book studies 
of high‑interest and high complexity text. 

Reading, writing, and speaking must be grounded in evidence from texts. This emphasis on 
locating evidence, from both literary and informational text, requires students to read carefully 
and grasp information, arguments, ideas, and details based on evidence directly from the text. 
The complex texts included in this book list allow countless opportunities for teachers to develop 
both text‑dependent and text‑specific questions that require students to locate evidence from 
the materials.  

Building knowledge through content‑rich nonfiction allows students to be immersed in information 
about the world and develop strong general knowledge and vocabulary. In K‑5, meeting this shift 
requires a 50/50 balance between informational and literary reading with a heavy emphasis on 
content‑rich nonfiction in history/social studies, sciences, technical studies, and the arts. For 
grades 6‑12, this is the core of the work as the standards for literacy are embedded throughout 
other subject areas. The Equipped Book List has a strong pairing of fiction and nonfiction, along 
with examples on creating knowledge‑building text sets that allow for deep understanding of 
important information about the world.
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text complexity:
Within the considerations for text complexity, a key shift of the standards, there are three 
important elements to consider: quantitative elements, qualitative elements, and the reader and 
task. Each element is of equal importance during text selection for students. Below are details 
for how each element connects to The Equipped Book List.  

Through quantitative measures, a text is analyzed typically through a computer software based 
on items such as word length or frequency, sentence length, and text cohesion. For this book list, 
Lexile measures were provided for each text when available. More information on Lexile levels 
can be found on the following page. 

Qualitative features address four separate dimensions of text complexity. These include the 
meaning/purpose of the text, how the text is structured, the language used within the text, and 
the knowledge demands placed on students. Educators should carefully read through each text 
before presenting it to students to ensure appropriateness for the grade level and plan scaffolds 
to provide access for all. 

The final element of text complexity considers the reader 
and task. This piece includes considerations of motivation, 
prior knowledge and experiences, and the overall purpose 
of interacting with the text. 

For more information on identifying text complexity, visit 
https://achievethecore.org/page/2725/text‑complexity.
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lexile vs. literacy:
Students and books are assigned a score on the Lexile scale, in which lower scores reflect easier 
readability for books and lower reading ability for students. The Lexile framework uses quantitative 
methods, based on individual words and sentence lengths to produce scores. However, the 
scores do not reflect factors such as maturity of themes, content, and language. According to 
the Lexile website, there is no direct correspondence between a specific Lexile measure and a 
specific grade level. Within any grade, there will be a range of readers and a range of reading 
materials in school libraries. 

GRADE  
LEVEL

PROFICIENT  
LEXILE LEVELS

ADVANCED  
LEXILE LEVELS

Grade 6 800‑1050 1051‑1700+

Grade 7 850‑1100 1101‑1700+

Grade 8 900‑1150 1151‑1700+

Grade 9 1000‑1200 1201‑1700+

Grade 10 1025‑1250 1251‑1700+

Grade 11 1050‑1300 1301‑1700+

Grade 12 1050‑1300 1301‑1700+

Fiction and nonfiction books help students to understand the world around them and what 
they might be going through. Independent reading or student choice reading helps encourage 
children to enjoy reading on their own to improve comprehension, vocabulary, and fluency. 
When students have an opportunity to choose fiction or nonfiction reading materials, students 
have ownership in their education and make reading a priority.

Benefits of student choice reading:

 •  Engagement increases

 •  Stronger reading skills are developed

 •  Students are more actively involved in learning

 •  Students are more excited to share what they learn

 •  Build skills for future learning 

RESOURCES   https://booksmykidsread.blog/2016/08/17/lexile‑vs‑literacy/ and https://www.waterford.org/

education/free‑choice‑independent‑reading/
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graphic novels:

How Graphic Novels Can Turn Struggling or Reluctant Readers into STRONG READERS

Reading novels that support the College‑and Career‑Readiness Standards is important, but 
students cannot become lifelong readers if they do not open those books. As educators, we 
should encourage our students to read, even if the book has pictures.

There are several benefits to using Graphic Novels in English Language Arts (ELA) classrooms:

 1.  RICH IN TEXT   
Even though there is not much text to a graphic novel, they are still telling 
stories using dialogue and making students analyze what they see and 
comprehend. Every single graphic novel varies in the amount of text it has and 
how it is presented, but they are each their own ELA lesson.

 2.  DIVERSITY 
Graphic novels are diverse with a vast collection of characters that ALL students 
can respond to or react to. Representation matters for equipping ALL students 
to be culturally ready. It helps students determine how they connect with 
characters, settings, and cultures within what they read or see.

 3.  BRIDGE BOOKS 
Graphic novels will vary in terms of complexity. This format can be used as 
scaffolding where students can increase the reading level or confidence and 
move into more complex texts.

 4.  GATEWAY LITERATURE: Graphic novels can be used as a gateway that 
moves kids to those bigger and better novels that educators want students 
to read. Graphic novels engage students first and get them hooked, and then 
teachers can move students to more grade‑level text. 

RESOURCE   https://www.upperelementarysnapshots.com/2018/06/graphic‑novels‑rethinking‑your.html
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Using Graphic Novels with English Learners (EL)

Graphic Novels can be essential to ELs as they can benefit from the clues that the pictures  
can provide to reinforce the story’s meaning, enhancing comprehension, and vocabulary.  
These types of literature can be used as high‑quality supplemental instruction in all content 
areas. Additionally, graphic novels can help reinforce concepts in ELA, including plot structure 
and character development.

Here are four ways that graphic novels can benefit ELs:

 1.  FIGURATIVE LANGUAGE 
The illustrated panels of graphic novels provide visual information that gives 
helpful context to idioms, metaphors, and other figures of speech.

 2.  COMPLEX, AGE-APPROPRIATE INTERESTS 
Graphic novels support well‑developed plots, storylines, and characters, so 
they can be used to teach complicated subjects that are appropriate for older 
students.

 3.  PUNCTUATION AND EMPHASIS 
The dialogue used in graphic novels uses frequent punctuation and the  
bolding of key terms to demonstrate how a phrase would be said aloud.  
The accompanying illustrations give additional visual clues to how dialogue 
should be read.

 4.  UNFAMILIAR CULTURAL NORMS 
Unlike text‑only passages, the visuals show characters’ facial expressions, 
gestures, and positions to help reinforce cultural values and social issues.

RESOURCE   https://www.lexialearning.com/blog/4‑surprising‑ways‑comics‑and‑graphic‑novels‑can‑benefit‑
english‑language‑learners‑
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understanding the book list:

DIGITAL FORMAT: a book that is available as an audiobook or an 
ebook

FICTION: literature that describes imaginary events and people

GRAPHIC FORMAT: a book written in comic‑strip format, illustrated 
features, or a wordless picture book

LEXILE (L): a measurement of the reading level of a text

MULTILINGUAL: a book that is available in multiple languages

NONFICTION: writing that is based on facts, real events or people, 
such as biography or history

AD – ADULT DIRECTED: Better when read aloud to a student rather than having the student read 
independently

GN – GRAPHIC NOVEL: Graphic novels or comic books

HL – HIGH-LOW: Content to engage older students who need materials that are less complex and at 
a lower reading level

IG – ILLUSTRATED GUIDE: Nonfiction materials often used for reference

N/A – NOT AVAILABLE: Lexile level has not been assigned to the text 

NC – NON-CONFORMING: Good for high‑ability readers who still need age‑appropriate content

Short Description
Page Count and Text Type

Rubric ComponentsLexile Level

Award Winner

Multilingual 
Available

Digital Format 
Available

LE
X

IL
E 

C
O

D
ES

G
LO

SS
A

RY
 O

F 
TE

RM
S

Building Knowledge Topic Grade Level(s)
Book Title
Author (Publication Date)

Graphic Format: 
Wordless Picture Books, 
Graphic or Illustrated 
Guide

LEGEND

Book Cover
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9-12th GRADES

book list:
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BUILDING KNOWLEDGE ENGLISH LANGUAGE TOPIC   
CLASSIC LITERATURE

Frankenstein 
By: Mary Shelley (1818)
A monster assembled by a 
scientist from parts of dead 
bodies develops a mind of his 
own as he learns to loathe himself 
and hate his creator.  F 273pgs

LEXILE: 1040L

Candide 
By: Voltaire (1759)
In the story of the trials and 
travails of the youthful Candide, 
his mentor Dr. Pangloss, and a 
host of other characters, Voltaire 
mercilessly satirizes and exposes 
romance, science, philosophy, 
religion, and government. 
F 144pgs

LEXILE: N/A

The Great Gatsby 
By: F. Scott Fitzgerald (1925)
Tells the tragic love story of 
Gatsby and Daisy Buchanan, a 
dashing, enigmatic millionaire 
obsessed with an elusive, spoiled 
young woman.  F 180pgs

LEXILE: 1010L

Of Mice and Men 
By: John Steinbeck (1937)
The tragic story of two itinerant 
ranch hands on the run ‑ one is 
the lifelong companion to the 
other, a developmentally disabled 
man.  F 107pgs

LEXILE: 630L

The Old Man  
and the Sea 
By: Ernest Hemingway (2014)
Santiago is a Cuban fisherman 
who encounters a giant marlin in 
the Gulf Stream, and the battle for 
his catch becomes one of survival 
against a band of marauding 
sharks.  F 38pgs

LEXILE: GN940L

Pride and Prejudice 
By: Jane Austen (1831)
In early nineteenth‑century 
England, a spirited young woman 
copes with the courtship of a 
snobbish gentleman as well as the 
romantic entanglements of her 
four sisters.  F 434pgs

LEXILE: 1070L
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BUILDING KNOWLEDGE ENGLISH LANGUAGE TOPIC   
DRAMA

A Doll’s House 
By: Henrik Ibsen (1879)
A nineteenth‑century drama that 
examines the human struggle 
against the humiliating constraints 
of social conformity.  F 111pgs

LEXILE: NP

The Crucible 
By: Aruther Miller (1952)
Against the backdrop of the 
seventeenth‑century Salem witch 
trials, a woman extracts revenge 
against her married paramour by 
charging that he and his wife are 
sorcerers.  F 159pgs

LEXILE: NP

The Glass Menagerie 
By: Tennessee Williams (1945)
Amanda, a faded southern belle, 
abandoned wife, and dominating 
mother, hopes to match her 
daughter Laura with an eligible 
“gentleman caller” while her son 
Tom supports the family. Laura, 
lame and painfully shy, evades 
her mother’s schemes and reality 
by retreating to the make‑
believe world of her glass animal 
collection.  F 105pgs

LEXILE: NP

Julius Caesar 
By: William Shakespeare 
(1599)
Cassius, fearing Julius Caesar’s 
ambition, forms a conspiracy 
among Roman republicans to 
assassinate the leader on the Ides 
of March.  F 145pgs

LEXILE: NP

A Raisin in the Sun 
By: Lorraine Hansberry (1959)
A three‑act play concerned with 
the tensions in a middle‑class 
African American family living on 
Chicago’s Southside in the 1950s. 
F 132pgs

LEXILE: NP

Romeo and Juliet 
By: William Shakespeare 
(1597)
When the feud between the 
Montagues and Capulets spills 
into the streets of Verona, a great 
love must be kept secret‑‑that of 
Romeo, son of Montague, and 
Juliet, daughter of the sworn 
enemy. But only a tragic twist of 
fate can promise peace. 
F 166pgs

LEXILE: NP
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BUILDING KNOWLEDGE ENGLISH LANGUAGE TOPIC   
FABLES, LEGENDS, AND MYTHS

Children of Blood  
and Bone 
By: Tomi Adeyemi (2018)
Seventeen‑year‑old Zélie, her 
older brother Tzain, and rogue 
princess Amari fight to restore 
magic to the land and activate 
a new generation of magi, but 
they are ruthlessly pursued by the 
crown prince, who believes the 
return of magic will mean the end 
of the monarchy.  F 531pgs

LEXILE: HL670L

Bull 
By: David Elliott (2019)
Resurrected from the dark 
depths of the labyrinth, this fresh, 
deliciously shocking, and darkly 
comedic novel‑in‑verse takes 
on the Theseus and Minotaur 
myth and shines a light on one of 
history’s most infamous monsters.   
F 214pgs

LEXILE: 600L

Colonial Horrors:  
Sleepy Hollow  
and Beyond 
By: Pegasus Books (2017)
This anthology of classic colonial 
suspense fiction plunges deep 
into the native soil from which 
American horror literature first 
sprang.  F 383pgs

LEXILE: N/A

Lovely War 
By: Julie Berry (2020)
The goddess Aphrodite is 
required to tell the story of four 
humans, Hazel, James, Aubrey, 
and Colette, or face judgment 
on Mount Olympus. Their 
story reveals that while war is a 
formidable opponent, it is no 
match for the power of love. 
F 470pgs

LEXILE: HL650L

Mythology 
By: Edith Hamilton (1942)
Edith Hamilton’s Mythology 
succeeds like no other book in 
bringing to life for the modern 
reader the Greek, Roman and 
Norse myths that are the keystone 
of Western culture‑the stories 
of gods and heroes that have 
inspired human creativity from 
antiquity to the present. 
F 495pgs

LEXILE: N/A

Metamorphoses 
By: Ovid (N/A)
Divided into 15 books dealing 
with the creation of the world, 
earth, its phenomena, and a host 
of Greek myths and legends, 
Ovid’s book has ingrained 
itself into the collective mind 
of Western culture, sparking an 
infinite number of imitations and 
spin‑off works to the present day.  
F 367pgs

LEXILE: N/A
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The Native Son 
By: Richard Wright (1940)
Trapped in the poverty‑stricken 
ghetto of Chicago’s South Side, a 
young African American man finds 
release only in acts of violence.   
F 504pgs

LEXILE: 700L

BUILDING KNOWLEDGE ENGLISH LANGUAGE TOPIC   
MS WRITERS

Jubilee 
By: Margaret Walker (1996)
The fortunes of a girl, first as a 
slave during the Civil War and 
then as a woman freed by the 
Emancipation Proclamation. 
F 504pgs

LEXILE: 1090L

One Writer’s Beginnings 
By: Eudora Welty (1983)
The autobiography of the fiction 
writer Eudora Welty whose honors 
include the Pulitzer Prize and the 
American Book Award for fiction. 
NF 104pgs

LEXILE: 1130L

As I Lay Dying: 
The Corrected Text 
By: William Faulkner (1990)
Describes a family’s struggle to 
get their mother properly buried, 
while they encounter catastrophes 
of flood and fire, as well as the 
chaos of their feelings.    
F 267pgs

LEXILE: 870L

Coming of Age in 
Mississippi 
By: Anne Moody (1968)
The memoir of a woman at the 
front lines of the civil rights 
movement ‑ a harrowing account 
of black life in the rural South 
and a powerful affirmation of one 
person’s ability to affect change.  
NF 424pgs

LEXILE: 870L

The Help 
By: Kathryn Stockett (2016)
In Jackson, Mississippi, in 1962, 
some lines are not crossed. 
With the civil rights movement 
exploding all around them, three 
women start a campaign of their 
own, forever changing a town and 
the way women view one another.   
F 640pgs

LEXILE: 730L
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BUILDING KNOWLEDGE ENGLISH LANGUAGE TOPIC   
PERSONAL NARRATIVES

A Cave in the Clouds 
By: Badeeah Hassan Ahmed 
(2019)
Badeeah Hassan, a Yazidi woman 
from Iraq, relates her story of 
captivity and escape from ISIS.  
NF 234pgs

LEXILE: HL750L

Dead Inside 
By: Cyndy Etler (2018)
Cyndy Etler recounts her 
sixteen months living in a drug 
rehabilitation facility, after having 
run away at the age of fourteen.  
NF 289pgs

LEXILE: HL640L

Every Falling Star 
By: Sungju Lee (2016)
The memoir of Sungju, who grew 
up in North Korea and, at the 
age of twelve, was forced to live 
on the streets after his parents 
disappeared. Finally, after years 
of being homeless and living with 
a gang, Sungju is reunited with 
his maternal grandparents and, 
eventually, his father.  NF 328pgs

LEXILE: 880L

How Dare the Sun Rise 
By: Sandra Uwiringiyimana 
(2017)
Presents the story of Sandra 
Uwiringiyimana, a girl from the 
Democratic Republic of the 
Congo who tells the tale of 
how she survived a massacre, 
immigrated to America, and 
overcame her trauma through art 
and activism.  NF 288pgs

LEXILE: HL790L

I Am Scout 
By: Charles J. Shields (2015)
Harper Lee’s life and 
achievements are explored 
through her Southern 
upbringing, education, family, 
writing “To Kill a Mockingbird,” 
and her association with Truman 
Capote.  NF 246pgs

LEXILE: 1120L

Brazen: Rebel Ladies 
Who Rocked the World 
By: Penelope Bagieu (2018)
Contains a collection of twenty‑
nine short graphic biographies 
about some of the most inspiring 
women in history. Profiles 
such notable women as Joan 
of Arc, Florence Nightingale, 
Leyah Gbowee, and Peggy 
Guggenheim.  NF 291pgs

LEXILE: GN770L
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Taking Hold: From 
Migrant Childhood to 
Columbia University 
By: Brittany Canasi (2017)
Recounts the difficult decision 
he made to leave behind his 
family, girlfriend, and community 
in California to move to New 
York City to attend Columbia 
University, and the success that 
followed as a result.  NF 191pgs

LEXILE: 1060L

The Strange True Tale of 
Frankenstein’s Creator 
Mary Shelley 
By: Katherine Paterson (1995)
Discusses the life of Mary Shelley 
leading up to the creation of 
“Frankenstein” during a visit to 
Switzerland with her step‑sister 
where she met the poet Lord 
Byron, and on a dare, wrote what 
would become one of the more 
iconic characters in the horror 
canon.  NF 212pgs

LEXILE: 1010L

Wonder Women 
By: Ami Polonsky (2016)
This book examines twenty‑five 
brilliant, brainy, innovative, and 
totally rad women who defied 
society to become scientists, 
engineers, mathematicians, 
adventurers, and inventors. Also 
offers interviews of women in 
STEM careers and a guide to 
organizations geared to women in 
science and technology fields.  
NF 238pgs

LEXILE: N/A

It’s Trevor Noah:  
Born a Crime 
By: Trevor Noah (2020)
Trevor Noah shares his remarkable 
story of growing up in South 
Africa with a black South African 
mother and a white European 
father at a time when it was 
against the law for a mixed‑race 
child to exist.  NF 294pgs

LEXILE: 780L

Laughting at My 
Nightmare 
By: Shane Burcaw (2014)
Shane Burcaw describes 
the challenges he faces as a 
twenty‑one‑year‑old with spinal 
muscular atrophy. From awkward 
handshakes to having a girlfriend 
and everything in between, 
Shane handles his situation with 
humor and a “you‑only‑live‑once” 
perspective on life.  NF 250pgs

LEXILE: 1110L

A Same Kind of 
Different as Me 
By: Ron Hall (2018)
Hollywood art dealer Ron Hall 
and former Louisiana indentured 
servant Denver Moore reflect on 
their lives and the friendship that 
was established between them 
thanks to the volunteer work of 
Ron’s late wife at Union Gospel 
Mission in Fort Worth, Texas.  
NF 245pgs

LEXILE: 1010L
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BUILDING KNOWLEDGE ENGLISH LANGUAGE TOPIC   
POETRY AND POETS 

The Canterbury Tales 
By: Geoffrey Chaucer (1400)
The pilgrims come from all ranks 
of society, and the resulting 
collection gives us a set of 
characters so vivid that they have 
often been taken as portraits from 
real life, and a series of stories 
as hilarious in their comedy as 
they are affecting in their tragedy.  
F 504pgs

LEXILE: N/A

Beowulf 
By: N/A (N/A)
A man seeks to prove himself as 
a hero. A monster seeks silence 
in his territory. A warrior seeks 
to avenge her murdered son. A 
dragon ends it all.  F 165pgs

LEXILE: 1070L

The Poet X 
By: Elizabeth Acevedo (2019)
Xiomara Batista feels unheard 
and unable to hide in her Harlem 
neighborhood. Ever since her 
body grew into curves, she has 
learned to let her fists and her 
fierceness do the talking. 
F 348pgs

LEXILE: HL800L

When You Ask Me 
Where I’m Going 
By: Jasmin Kaur (2019)
The six sections of the book 
explore what it means to be a 
young woman living in a world 
that doesn’t always hear her and 
tells the story of Kiran as she flees 
a history of trauma and raises her 
daughter, Sahaara, while living 
undocumented in North America.  
F 244pgs

LEXILE: N/A

The Hill We Climb 
By: Amanda Gorman (2021)
On January 20, 2021, Amanda 
Gorman became the sixth and 
youngest poet, at age twenty‑two, 
to deliver a poetry reading at a 
presidential inauguration.  
F 29pgs

LEXILE: N/A

With a Star in My Hand 
By: Margarita Engle (2021)
A novel in verse about the life 
and work of Ruben Dario, a 
Nicaraguan poet who started life 
as an abandoned child and grew 
to become the father of a new 
literary movement.  F 144pgs

LEXILE: NP
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The Autobiography of 
Benjamin Franklin 
By: Benjamin Franklin (1868)
Statesman Benjamin Franklin 
recalls his life, from his youth as 
a rebellious runaway apprentice 
to a successful leader, printer, 
journalist, social and political 
reformer, scientist, and 
philosopher.  NF 1376pgs

LEXILE: N/A

9/11 and  
The War on Terror 
By: Paul J. Springer (2016)
9/11 and the War on Terror: A 
Documentary and Reference 
Guide provides readers with a 
rare opportunity to read and 
examine a variety of primary 
documents related to the 
September 11, 2001 attacks and 
the larger War on Terror both in 
the United States and globally.  
NF 339pgs

LEXILE: N/A

The Day the World 
Went Nuclear 
By: Bill O’Reilly (2017)
Explores America’s decision 
to drop nuclear bombs on 
Japan in 1944. Black‑and‑white 
photographs help tell the story of 
significant figures, notable events, 
and the process by which the 
decision was made.  NF 302pgs

LEXILE: 1130L

1968: Today’s Authors 
Explore a Year of 
Rebellion, Revolution, 
and Change 
By: Candlewick Press (2018)
Presents a collection of nonfiction 
stories, including a memoir, 
personal essay, narrative, and 
travel writing that looks at the 
year of 1968.  NF 198pgs

LEXILE: 1100L

Alexander Hamilton 
By: Teri Kanefield (2018)
A fiercely intelligent, poor 
immigrant himself, the ideas 
Hamilton promoted greatly 
impacted the future of America 
and helped shape the structure of 
the government we know today.  
NF 203pgs

LEXILE: 1170L

Blacklisted! 
By: Larry D. Brimner (2018)
Highlights the experiences of 
nineteen men from the film 
industry who were called before 
the House of Representatives’ 
Committee on Un‑American 
Activities, all nineteen insisting 
that these trials violated their First 
Amendment rights.  NF 171pgs

LEXILE: 1230L

BUILDING KNOWLEDGE HISTORY TOPIC   
AMERICAN HISTORY
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Internment 
By: Samira Ahmed (2020)
A terrifying, futuristic United 
States where Muslim Americans 
are forced into internment camps 
and seventeen‑year‑old Layla 
Amin must lead a revolution 
against complicit silence. 
F 389pgs

LEXILE: N/A

The Great American 
Documents 
By: Ruth Ashby (2014)
A graphic novel depiction of the 
stories behind twenty different 
documents from American history 
covering the years from 1620‑
1830.  NF 151pgs

LEXILE: N/A

Dear Miss Breed 
By: Joanne Oppenheim (2006)
The true‑life story of Clara Breed, 
a librarian whose outreach efforts 
helped a group of Japanese‑
American children survive the 
persecutions of the American 
government during World War II.  
NF 287pgs

LEXILE: 1040L

Death on the  
River of Doubt 
By: Samatha Seiple (2017)
In October 1913, Theodore 
Roosevelt arrived in Rio de 
Janeiro, Brazil, on a tour of 
South America. The thrill‑seeking 
adventurer had no idea that he 
would soon receive an offer he 
couldn’t refuse: the chance to 
lead an expedition deep into 
the Amazon jungle to chart an 
unmapped river with his son 
Kermit and renowned Brazilian 
explorer Candido Mariano da 
Silva Rondon.   NF 214pgs

LEXILE: 1040L

Farewell to Manzanar 
By: Jeanne Houston (2002)
Japanese American Jeanne 
Wakatsuki Houston shares the 
story of her family’s experiences 
living at the Manzanar internment 
camp during World War II, and 
discusses the influences of those 
early years in forced detention on 
the rest of her life.  NF 188pgs

LEXILE: 1040L

Martin and Bobby 
By: Claire Murphy (2021)
Follows the lives and final days 
of Martin Luther King, Jr., and 
Robert Kennedy, showing how 
and where their work intersected 
and how their initially wary 
relationship evolved from 
challenging and testing one 
another to finally ‘arriving in the 
same place’ as allies fighting 
poverty and racism.  NF 164pgs

LEXILE: 1080L
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We Are Not Free 
By: Traci Chee (2020)
For fourteen‑year‑old budding 
artist Minoru Ito and the other 
members of the Japanese‑
American community in southern 
California, the three months since 
Pearl Harbor was attacked have 
become a waking nightmare. 
And now things are about to get 
worse, their lives forever changed 
by the mass incarcerations in the 
relocation camps.  F 384pgs

LEXILE: N/A

The Vinyl Underground 
By: Rob Rufus (2020)
In small‑town Florida in 1968, four 
teens who bond over music and 
their objection to the Vietnam 
War decide to take a stand 
against the U.S. government and 
violent racism.  F 327pgs

LEXILE: N/A

Master of His Fate 
By: James Tobin (2021)
In 1921, FDR contracted polio. 
Just as he began to set his sights 
on the New York governorship 
and, with great hope, the 
presidency, FDR became 
paralyzed from the waist down. 
FDR faced a radical choice: give 
up politics or reenter the arena 
with a disability, something never 
seen before.  NF 255pgs

LEXILE: N/A

Miss E.  
By: Brian Herberger (2016)
In 1967, Bets’s life was in 
transition her family moves to 
California, and her father goes 
to serve in the Vietnam War. All 
the while, Bets is faced with her 
conflicting feelings about the war 
her father is fighting in.  F 250pgs

LEXILE: 870L

The Red Badge  
of Courage 
By: Stephen Crane (2006)
Henry Fleming, a young Union 
soldier, struggles with his 
conflicting emotions about 
violence, death, and the nature 
of bravery in this ironic, skeptical 
account of the Civil War.    
F 88pgs

LEXILE: GN890L

A Young People’s 
History of the  
United States 
By: Rebecca Stefoff (2009)
An illustrated history of the 
United States that focuses on the 
contributions made by younger 
people and children, and covers 
the arrival of Columbus in 1492 
through the Bush administration, 
the war on terrorism, and 
Hurricane Katrina.  NF 448pgs

LEXILE: 1010L
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Claudette Colvin:  
Twice Toward Justice 
By: Phillip Hoose (2011)
Because Claudette Colvin was 
considered too emotional to be 
the “face” of the bus boycott, the 
importance of Colvin’s actions was 
lost. However, she later testified 
in a federal lawsuit that helped 
end discrimination on public 
transportation.  NF 150pgs

LEXILE: 1000L

BUILDING KNOWLEDGE HISTORY TOPIC   
CIVIL RIGHTS

Civil Rights Advocates 
By: New York Times (2020)
A collection of articles selected 
from the New York Times 
that examines the Civil Rights 
movement in the United States.  
NF 224pgs

LEXILE: N/A

Across the Tracks 
By: Alverne Ball (2021)
Chronicles the history of the 
Greenwood neighborhood in 
Tulsa, Oklahoma, a flourishing 
Black community where Black 
Wall Street once stood before 
the atrocities of the Tulsa Race 
Massacre, and highlights the 
eventual rebirth and recovery of 
Greenwood.  NF 55pgs

LEXILE: N/A

Black and White 
Airmen: Their True 
History 
By: John Fleischman (2007)
Presents the true story of two 
men ‑ one African American, the 
other white ‑ who lived in the 
same Ohio neighborhood, went 
to the same school, joined the 
Army Air Corps in 1941, and 
finally became close friends nearly 
sixty years later.  NF 160pgs

LEXILE: 1050L

Boycotts, Strikes,  
and Marches 
By: Barbara Diggs (2020)
An in‑depth exploration of five 
different marches, protests, and 
boycotts of the Civil Rights Era ‑ 
actions that made it impossible 
for the people in power to ignore 
the social injustices rampant in 
the United States.  NF 106pgs

LEXILE: 1090L

The Freedom Riders 
By: Kate Shoup (2018)
Highlights the origins and efforts 
of the Freedom Riders, whose 
civil rights effort help changed 
the laws in southern states 
that enabled the continued 
segregation of whites and blacks 
on public transportation despite 
federal laws declaring such 
actions unconstitutional.  
NF 112pgs

LEXILE: N/A
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The Rebellious Life of 
Mrs. Rosa Parks 
By: Brandy Colbert (2021)
Rosa Parks is one of the most 
well‑known Americans today, 
but much of what is known and 
taught about her is incomplete, 
distorted, and just plain wrong.  
NF 296pgs

LEXILE: 1140L

Malcolm X: By Any 
Means Necessary 
By: Walter Dean Myers (1993)
Traces the life of the controversial 
African American leader, 
describes his involvement with 
the Nation of Islam, and looks at 
his speeches and assassination.
NF 210pgs

LEXILE: 1050L

Standing Up  
Against Hate 
By: Mary Cronk Farrell (2019)
Examines the prejudice faced by 
African American women who 
enlisted in the Women’s Army 
Auxiliary Corps during WWII by 
sharing stories of their bravery as 
they stood up against segregation 
and racism.   NF 196pgs

LEXILE: 1120L

Warriors Don’t Cry 
By: Melba Beals (1994)
In this compelling 
autobiographical account by one 
of the Civil Rights Movement’s 
most influential figures, Beals 
explores not only the power of 
racism but also the ideas of justice 
and identity.  NF 312pgs

LEXILE: 1100L

Why We Can’t Wait 
By: Martin Luther King, Jr. 
(1963)
An integral part of the Civil 
Rights Movement, Dr. King 
offers an analysis of the 
importance of the movement. 
NF 240pgs

LEXILE: 1200L

Unspeakable: The Tulsa 
Race Massacre 
By: Carole Boston 
Weatherford (2021)
A picture book that sensitively 
examines the racial massacre in 
the Greenwood district of Tulsa, 
Oklahoma, in 1921. The book 
describes the residents of the 
prosperous African American 
community, and what happened 
when a white mob attacked and 
destroyed the town.  NF 36pgs

LEXILE: 1000L
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A Country Called 
Amreeka 
By: Alia Malek (2009)
Presents narratives that portray 
the lives of Arab Americans 
throughout history, beginning 
in the 1960s, and focusing on 
experiences during the civil 
rights movement, working on 
presidential campaigns in 2000, 
fighting as a Marine in Iraq, and 
more. NF 305pgs

LEXILE: N/A

Cold White Sun 
By: Sue Farrell Holler (2019)
Tesfaye is forced to flee Ethiopia 
and through a human smuggler 
he ends up in Canada. He begins 
a new life in North America but 
is thrust between foster homes 
and expats, and all the while, 
wondering at the fate of his family.  
F 287pgs

LEXILE: HL620L

BUILDING KNOWLEDGE HISTORY TOPIC   
EMIGATION AND IMMIGRATION

Butterfly Yellow 
By: Thanhha Lai (2019)
In the final days of the Vietnam 
War, Hang takes her little brother, 
Linh, to the airport, determined to 
find a way to safety in America. In 
a split second, Linh is ripped from 
her arms ‑ and Hang is left behind 
in the war‑torn country.  F 284pgs

LEXILE: N/A

Almost American Girl 
By: Robin Ha (2020)
Robin Ha pens a graphic novel 
memoir about transitioning 
from life in Seoul, South Korea 
to a whole new life cut off 
from everything she knows in 
Huntsville, Alabama.  NF 227pgs

LEXILE: N/A

Americanized 
By: Sara Saedi (2019)
In San Jose, California, in the 
1990s, teenage Sara keeps a diary 
of life as an Iranian American and 
her discovery that she and her 
family entered as undocumented 
immigrants.  NF 291pgs

LEXILE: 1030L

The Best We Could Do 
By: Thi Bui (2018)
The author presents a graphic 
novel memoir of his family’s 
journey from Vietnam to America 
in the 1970s and shares the 
struggles she faced adjusting to 
her new life.  NF 327pgs

LEXILE: GN600L



9-12th GRADES

equipped: Mississippi Book List for ALL        27

Sanctuary Somewhere 
By: Brenna Dimmig (2019)
Osmel’s dreams of becoming 
a meteorologist are shattered 
when he discovers that he is 
undocumented. His fears grow 
when his father is arrested by ICE. 
Fearful of how others will react, 
he tells only his school counselor, 
and tries to deal with his anxiety 
alone.  F 190pgs

LEXILE: 630L

In the Country We Love: 
My Family Divided 
By: Diane Guerrero (2017)
The television actress recalls the 
day her parents were detained 
and deported when she was 
14, and how she was able to 
remain in the country, finish her 
education, and build a successful 
acting career.  NF 261pgs

LEXILE: HL780L

In the Key of Nira Ghani 
By: Natasha Deen (2019)
Nira, daughter of Guyanese 
immigrant parents, has a passion 
for music, but her parents insist 
that she become a doctor. Nira 
plans to get a job to help her buy 
a trumpet, and she decides to 
audition for her school’s jazz band 
despite her parents’ opposition.   
F 298pgs

LEXILE: N/A

The Lines We Cross 
By: Randa Abdel-Fattah (2018)
Michael, a typical boy who 
loves hanging out with his 
friends and fooling around with 
graphic design software, grows 
up accepting his parents’ anti‑
immigration politics ‑ until one 
day he meets Mina, a beautiful 
girl who happens to be a Muslim 
refugee from Afghanistan. 
F 393pgs

LEXILE: HL690L

This Land is Our Land 
By: Linda Osborn (2016)
Highlights the history of 
immigration, and examines 
how the present‑day United 
States controls immigration 
into America. Recounts three 
generations of immigrants 
through their personal accounts.   
NF 124pgs

LEXILE: 1080L

Outcasts United 
By: Warren St. John (2013)
In the late 1990s, Clarkston, 
Georgia was named a refugee 
settlement, becoming the first 
U.S. home for refugee families 
from war zones like Liberia, 
Sudan, Iraq, and Afghanistan. The 
American‑educated, Jordanian‑
born Luma Mufleh talked to all 
the refugee boys she could and 
started a youth soccer team to 
keep them off the streets. 
NF 226pgs

LEXILE: 980L
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The Color of Law 
By: Richard Rothstein (2017)
Explores the history of America’s 
housing policy, as well as the 
racial divide and discriminatory 
patterns that continue to this day. 
NF 368pgs

LEXILE: N/A

BUILDING KNOWLEDGE HISTORY TOPIC   
GOVERNMENT, LAW, AND POLITICS

Code of Honor 
By: Alan Gratz (2015)
When Iranian American, Kamran 
Smith, learns that his big brother, 
Darius, has been labeled a 
terrorist, he sets out to piece 
together the codes and clues that 
will save his brother’s life and his 
country from a deadly terrorist 
attack.  F 278pgs

LEXILE: HL660L

All American Boys 
By: Jason Reynolds (2015)
When a quick stop at the corner 
store suddenly escalates into 
police brutality, high school 
classmates Rashad (who is African 
American) and Quinn (who is 
white) are linked and altered by 
the violence ‑ Rashad as victim 
and Quinn as a witness.  F 316pgs

LEXILE: HL770L

Fahrenheit 451 
By: Ray Bradbury (1951)
A totalitarian regime has ordered 
all books to be destroyed, but 
one of the book burners, Guy 
Montag, suddenly realizes their 
merit.  F 159pgs

LEXILE: 890L

Accused! 
By: Larry D. Brimner (2019)
This account tells the story of the 
Scottsboro Boys, nine African 
American teenagers who, when 
riding the rails during the Great 
Depression, found their lives 
destroyed after being falsely 
accused.  NF 189pgs

LEXILE: N/A

Animal Farm 
By: George Orwell (1945)
A political satire in which the 
animals take over running the 
farm but find their Utopian 
state turning into a dictatorship. 
F 113pgs

LEXILE: 1170L
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Fake Politics 
By: Jason Bisnoff (2019)
Tells the stories of how grassroots 
campaigns have transformed 
political activism into a veiled 
lobbying effort by the rich and 
the powerful like big tobacco, 
news media outlets, and the oil 
industry.  NF 203pgs

LEXILE: N/A

Just Mercy 
By: Bryan Stevenson (2018)
Bryan Stevenson details from his 
personal experience his many 
challenges and efforts as a lawyer 
and social advocate, especially 
on behalf of America’s most 
marginalized people.  
NF 277pgs

LEXILE: 1040L

Fault Lines in the 
Constitution 
By: Cynthia Levinson (2019)
It looks at the history of the 
writing of the United States 
Constitution, discussing that 
the nation is still suffering from 
the consequences of disputes 
and decisions made in 1787, as 
the new government was being 
created.  NF 271pgs

LEXILE: 1120L

Little Brother 
By: Cory Doctorow (2008)
Interrogated for days by the 
Department of Homeland Security 
in the aftermath of a major 
terrorist attack on San Francisco, 
Marcus is released into a police 
state and decides to use his 
expertise in computer hacking to 
set things right.  F 284pgs

LEXILE: HL820L

Notorious RBG 
By: Irin Carmon (2015)
Profiles the life of feminist 
pioneer and Supreme Court 
Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg and 
her fight for gender equality and 
civil rights.  NF 199pgs

LEXILE: 1030L

True or False 
By: Cindy Otis (2020)
Provides a guide to spotting 
fake news from a former CIA 
analyst, discussing the history of 
misinformation in the media, how 
to make sense of the information 
we read, and how to take into 
consideration personal biases 
in order to place events into 
context.  NF 313pgs

LEXILE: 1180L
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BUILDING KNOWLEDGE HISOTRY TOPIC   
MISSISSIPPI HISTORY 

The Freedom  
Summer Murders 
By: Don Mitchell (2014)
On June 21, 1964, three young 
men were killed for trying to help 
black Americans vote as part 
of the 1964 Freedom Summer 
registration effort in Mississippi.  
NF 323pgs

LEXILE: 1130L

All the Days Past,  
All the Days to Come 
By: Mildred D. Taylor (2021)
From the 1940s to the 1960s, 
Cassie Logan journeys around the 
country, ultimately returning home 
to Mississippi where she witnesses 
the Great Migration north and the 
rise of the Civil Rights Movement.  
F 483pgs

LEXILE: N/A

The Autobiography of 
Medgar Evers 
By: Medgar Evers (2005)
Presents a collection of the 
papers, essays, and letters of 
Medgar Evers, a hero of the 
American civil rights movement 
who was murdered in 1963 by 
white supremacists.  NF 352pgs

LEXILE: N/A

Dispatches from Pluto 
By: Richard Grant (2015)
Englishman Richard Grant writes 
about his first year of living in a 
home on the Mississippi Delta, 
describing life in the country, race 
relations in Mississippi, and how 
the Delta became home.  
NF 302pgs

LEXILE: N/A

Freedom Summer 
By: Rebecca Stefoff (2020)
In the summer of 1964, as the 
Civil Rights movement boiled 
over, the Student Nonviolent 
Coordinating Committee sent 
more than seven hundred college 
students to Mississippi to help 
black Americans already battling 
for democracy, their dignity and 
the right to vote.  NF 442pgs

LEXILE: N/A

Getting Away  
with Murder 
By: Chris Crowe (2003)
Presents an accurate account of 
the murder of fourteen‑year‑old 
Emmett Till in Mississippi in 1955.  
NF 177pgs

LEXILE: 1210L
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To Tell the Truth Freely 
By: Mia Bay (2009)
Examines the life and legacy of 
women’s rights advocate, anti‑
lynching crusader, and journalist 
Ida B. Wells, from her birth to 
slaves in Mississippi in 1862 to her 
death in Chicago in 1931. 
NF 374pgs

LEXILE: N/A

In the Name of  
Emmett Till 
By: Robert Mayer (2021)
From the violent Woolworth’s 
lunch‑counter sit‑ins in Jackson to 
the school walkouts of McComb, 
the young people of Mississippi 
picketed, boycotted, organized, 
spoke out, and marched, working 
to reveal the vulnerability of black 
bodies and the ugly nature of the 
world they lived in.  NF 201pgs

LEXILE: N/A

Mississippi Encyclopedia 
By: University Press of 
Mississippi (2017)
Provides an authoritative 
encyclopedia containing over 
1,400 entries which delve into 
all aspects of life in Mississippi. 
Alphabetically arranged 
entries discuss topics such as 
agriculture, ethnicity, geography, 
Native Americans, politics, 
socioeconomic history, and 
sports.  NF 1451pgs

LEXILE: N/A

Showdown at the 1964 
Democratic Convention 
By: John Skipper (2012)
Explores how American politics 
and the civil rights movement 
faced head‑to‑head at the 1964 
Democratic National Convention 
in Atlantic City, New Jersey, 
how the federal government 
felt compelled to spy on its 
own people for purely political 
purposes, and how this interlude 
changed the political landscape 
for generations.  NF 212pgs

LEXILE: N/A

Simeon’s Story 
By: Simeon Wright (2011)
Simeon Wright recounts his cousin 
Emmett Till’s kidnapping and 
murder, which became the catalyst 
for the civil rights movement.   
NF 144pgs

LEXILE: 1050L

A Voice That Could  
Stir an Army 
By: Maegan Brooks (2014)
A biography of civil rights 
activist Fannie Lou Hamer 
focusing her early influences, 
her intersection with the black 
freedom movement, and her 
rise to prominence at the 1964 
Democratic National Convention. 
NF 314pgs

LEXILE: N/A
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BUILDING KNOWLEDGE HISTORY TOPIC   
INDIGENOUS PEOPLE 

Everything You Wanted 
to Know About Indians 
But Were Afraid to Ask 
By: Anton Treuer (2012)
The author answers over 120 
commonly asked questions, 
gathered from his public lectures, 
on a variety of topics pertaining to 
Native Americans. The questions 
explore Native Americans’ history, 
religion, culture, language, 
politics, economics, and 
education.   NF 383pgs

LEXILE: N/A

Dreaming in Indian 
By: Annick Press (2014)
Presents a collection of artistic 
works, including essays, short 
stories, poetry, photographs, 
paintings, and drawings, by 
Native Americans from the United 
States and Canada.  
NF  128pgs

LEXILE: 1040L

Give Me Some Truth 
By: Eric Gansworth (2018)
Carson and Maggi ‑ along with 
their friend Lewis ‑ will navigate 
loud protests, even louder music, 
and first love in this stirring novel 
about coming together in a world 
defined by difference.  F 403pgs

LEXILE: HL760L

Apple in the Middle 
By: Dawn Quigley (2020)
Bouncing in the middle of 
two cultures, Apple meets her 
Indian relatives, shatters Indian 
stereotypes, and learns what it 
means to find her place in a world 
divided by color.  F 229pgs

LEXILE: 760L

Bury My Heart at 
Wounded Knee 
By: Dee Brown (1970)
Traces the white man’s conquest 
of the Indians of the American 
West, emphasizing the causes, 
events, and effects of the 
significant Indian Wars leading 
to the symbolic end of Indian 
freedom at Wounded Knee.   
NF 544pgs

LEXILE: 1160L

Fighter in Velvet Gloves 
By: Annie Boochever (2019)
Shares the life of Elizabeth 
Peratrovich, Alaskan native 
woman who was a civil rights hero 
against discrimination.     
NF 101pgs

LEXILE: N/A
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Powwow Summer 
By: Nahanni Shingoose (2020)
River is teased about her 
Indigenous heritage as a 
young girl, and she struggles 
with her identity. When she 
travels to spend the summer 
with her Indigenous father and 
grandmother, she finds out what it 
means to be an “urban Indian.” 
F 176pgs

LEXILE: HL610L

House of Purple Cedar 
By: Tim Tingle (2014)
Skullyville, a once‑thriving 
Choctaw community, was 
destroyed by land‑grabbers, 
culminating in the arson on 
New Year’s Eve, 1896, of New 
Hope Academy for Girls. Twenty 
Choctaw girls died, but Rose 
escaped.  F 326pgs

LEXILE: 860L

An Indigenous People’s 
History of the United 
States 
By: Roxanne Dunbar-Ortiz 
(2019)
A history of the United States 
for young people told from 
the perspective of Indigenous 
peoples, revealing how Native 
Americans, for centuries, actively 
resisted expansion of the U.S. 
empire.  NF 270pgs

LEXILE: 1220L

Native American 
America 
By: Tim McNeese (2021)
For thousands of years, before the 
arrival of Christopher Columbus 
and the Europeans, the vast 
American landscape was home 
to millions of Native Americans, 
whose ancestors still remain on 
the land today.   NF 128pgs

LEXILE: N/A

Not Your Princess 
By: Lisa Charleyboy (2017)
#NotYourPrincess features 
the works of Native American 
women, including artists, athletes, 
entrepreneurs, and college 
students. Each has a unique way 
of expressing her view on life as 
an Indigenous woman in the U.S. 
today.  NF 112pgs

LEXILE: 910L

The Trail of Tears 
By: Jennifer Lombardo (2021)
Presents a collection of primary 
sources and annotated quotes 
detailing the Trail of Tears from 
the perspective of those it 
affected, the Cherokee Indians.  
NF 104pgs

LEXILE: N/A
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BUILDING KNOWLEDGE HISTORY TOPIC   
VOTING RIGHTS 

The Right to Vote 
By: Duchess Harris (2018)
Presents a study of voting rights 
in America, exploring issues 
such as the struggles by African 
Americans and women, voter ID 
laws, gerrymandering, voting in a 
changing nation, and more.   
NF 112pgs

LEXILE: 1210L

One Person, No Vote 
By: Carol Anderson (2019)
Chronicles the rollbacks to African 
American participation in the 
vote since the 2013 Supreme 
Court decision that eviscerated 
the Voting Rights Act of 1965. 
NF 276pgs

LEXILE: N/A

Drawing the Vote 
By: Abrams Comicarts (2020)
This illustrated graphic novel 
presents historical information 
about how United States citizens 
vote, including events that helped 
secure equal and fair voting 
rights, such as suffrage rights for 
African Americans and women, 
as well as, actions that restricted 
and manipulated those rights, 
including gerrymandering and 
voter intimidation.  NF 208pgs

LEXILE: N/A

Every Vote Matters 
By: Thomas Jacobs (2016)
Explains the election process, 
and examines fifteen landmark 
Supreme Court cases that were 
decided by one vote, and that 
affect young people today 
including students’ right to free 
speech, prison terms for young 
people, public education for all, 
and search and seizure in the 
digital age.  NF 214pgs

LEXILE: 1250L

Give Us the Vote! 
By: Susan Rubin (2020)
For over 200 years, people have 
marched, gone to jail, risked 
their lives, and even died trying 
to get the right to vote in the 
United States. Others, hungry to 
acquire or hold onto power, have 
gone to extraordinary lengths 
to prevent people from casting 
ballets or outright stolen votes 
and sometimes entire elections.  
NF 124pgs

LEXILE: N/A

Roses and Radicals 
By: Susan Zimet (2020)
A history of the women’s 
movement and the fight to ratify 
the 19th Amendment‑giving 
women the right to vote in 1920.  
NF 162pgs

LEXILE: 1090L
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The Voting Booth 
By: Brandy Colbert (2020)
Passionate about politics, Marva 
Sheridan is excited to be able to 
vote for the first time. Her passion 
sours when she observes another 
teen, Duke Crenshaw, being 
denied the right to vote.  
F 304pgs

LEXILE: N/A

Stolen Justice 
By: Lawrence Goldstone 
(2020) 
Investigates the history of the 
Reconstruction era following the 
Civil War and the efforts to secure 
newly freed slaves and later 
generations of African Americans 
the right to vote.  NF 257pgs

LEXILE: N/A

Vote! 
By: Coral Frazer (2020)
In this timely book, readers can 
see how the 70‑year‑long fight for 
women’s suffrage was hard‑won 
by leaders such as Elizabeth Cady 
Stanton, Susan B. Anthony, and 
others. Learn how their success 
led to the civil rights and feminist 
movements of the mid‑ and late 
twentieth century.  NF 120pgs

LEXILE: 1080L

Votes of Confidence 
By: Jeff Fleischer (2020)
The author explains the past, 
present, and future of American 
elections; how the election 
process actually works and why it 
matters; and how young people 
can become involved. NF 255pgs

LEXILE: 1310L

Voters 
By: Robert Grayson (2020)
Describes the voting process in 
the United States including how 
candidates recruit supporters, 
when voting takes place, and 
what role the Electoral College 
plays in the election.  NF 64pgs

LEXILE: 1090L

You Call this 
Democracy? 
By: Elizabth Rusch (2020)
Graphics and text explore 
the current state of American 
democracy and question what can 
be improved to fix problematic 
areas such as gerrymandering, 
voter turnout, the Electoral 
College vs. popular vote, money 
in politics, and voter suppression.  
NF 253pgs

LEXILE: 1140L
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BUILDING KNOWLEDGE HISTORY TOPIC   
WORLD HISTORY

D-Day: The World War II 
Invasion that  
Changed History 
By: Deborah Hopkinson (2018)
Details the history of the D‑Day 
invasion on June 6, 1944, in which 
British, American and Canadian 
forces invaded Nazi‑occupied 
Europe, and draws on official 
documents, personal narratives, 
and archival photos to tell the 
stories of the soldiers, sailors, 
paratroopers, and specialists. 
NF 375pgs

LEXILE: 1060L

Courageous Women of 
the Vietname War 
By: Kathryn Atwood (2021)
Provides accounts of the women 
who served as nurses, medics, 
resisters, revolutionaries, and 
journalists through the Vietnam 
War.  NF 240pgs

LEXILE: 1120L

All the Light We  
Cannot See 
By: Anthony Doerr (2014)
A blind French girl and a German 
boy’s paths collide in occupied 
France as both try to survive the 
devastation of World War II. 
Deftly interweaving the lives 
of Marie‑Laure and Werner, he 
illuminates the ways, against all 
odds, people try to be good to 
one another.  F 531pgs

LEXILE: 880L

The Book Thief 
By: Markus Zusak (2006)
Trying to make sense of the 
horrors of World War II, Death 
relates the story of Liesel‑‑a 
young German girl whose 
bookstealing and story‑telling 
talents help sustain her family and 
the Jewish man they are hiding, as 
well as their neighbors.  F 552pgs

LEXILE: 730L

Courage and Defiance 
By: Deborah Hopkinson 
(2016)
When the Nazis invaded Denmark 
on Tuesday, April 9, 1940, the 
people of this tiny country to 
the north of Germany awoke 
to a devastating surprise. 
The government of Denmark 
surrendered quietly, and the 
Danes were ordered to go about 
their daily lives as if nothing had 
changed. But everything had 
changed.  NF 339pgs

LEXILE: 1040L

Dead Wake 
By: Erik Larson (2016)
Chronicles the last and fatal 
voyage of the Lusitania, moving 
between events on the luxury 
ocean liner as it returned to its 
homeport of Liverpool from 
New York City to those on 
the German submarine U‑20. 
NF 452pgs

LEXILE: 1190L
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Night 
By: Elie Wiesel (1956)
This autobiography depicts 
life as a Jewish teenager in 
concentration camps. Wiesel 
shares the horrifying experiences 
of the Holocaust and its effects on 
him.  NF 115pgs

LEXILE: 590L

The Enigma Game 
By: Elizabeth Wein (2020)
Told in multiple voices, fifteen‑
year‑old Jamaican Louisa Adair 
uncovers an Enigma machine in 
the small Scottish village where 
she cares for an elderly German 
woman, and helps solve a puzzle 
that could turn the tide of World 
War II.  F 432pgs

LEXILE: N/A

The Grand Escape 
By: Neal Bascomb (2018)
Tells the true story of Allied 
soldiers in WWI who pulled off 
a daring escape from Germany’s 
most notorious prison camp, 
Holzminden. Includes historical 
photographs and diagrams of 
the escape.  NF 275pgs

LEXILE: 1070L

A Long Way Gone 
By: Ishmael Beah (2007)
Beah describes his experiences 
after he was driven from his home 
by the war in Sierra Leone and 
picked up by the government 
army at the age of thirteen, 
serving as a soldier for three 
years before being removed from 
fighting by UNICEF.  NF 229pgs

LEXILE: 920L

Never Fall Down 
By: Patricia McCormick (2012)
Cambodian child soldier Arn 
Chorn‑Pond defied the odds and 
used all of his courage and wits to 
survive the murderous regime of 
the Khmer Rouge.  F 216pgs

LEXILE: 710L

Orphan, Monster, Spy 
By: Matt Killeen (2019)
After her mother is shot at a 
checkpoint, Sarah, a Jewish 
teenager, agrees to help the 
resistance by posing as the 
daughter of a wealthy Nazi to 
gain access to the blueprints of a 
bomb that could destroy Western 
Europe.  F 423pgs

LEXILE: HL670L



9-12th GRADES

equipped: Mississippi Book List for ALL        38

We Must Not Forget 
By: Deborah Hopikson (2021)
Bringing testimonies from 
countries such as Germany, 
France, Poland, and the 
Netherlands, this nonfiction 
book presents photographs and 
narratives of Holocaust survivors, 
discussing their persecution, 
resistance, and endurance. 
NF 346pgs

LEXILE: 1010L

Salt to the Sea 
By: Ruta Sepetys (2017) 
As World War II draws to a 
close, refugees try to escape the 
war’s final dangers, only to find 
themselves aboard a ship with a 
target on its hull.  F 418pgs

LEXILE: HL560L

Sisters of the War 
By: Rania Abouzeid (2020)
Rania Abouzeid, journalists, 
follows two pairs of sisters from 
opposite sides of the conflict to 
give readers a firsthand glimpse 
of the turmoil and devastation this 
strife has wrought.  NF 272pgs

LEXILE: N/A

There Was a Country 
By: Chinua Achebe (2013)
Chronicles the life of Chinua 
Achebe, a Nigerian author, and 
recounts his experiences of 
Nigeria’s birth as a nation, his 
upbringing as a man and a writer, 
and his time as an ambassador 
during the Biafran War.   
NF 333pgs

LEXILE: N/A

War to End All War: 
World War I 
By: Russell Freedman (2010)
The tangled relationships and 
alliances of many nations, 
the introduction of modern 
weaponry, and top‑level military 
decisions that resulted in 
thousands upon thousands of 
casualties all contributed to the 
“great war,” which people hoped 
and believed would be the only 
conflict of its kind.  NF 175pgs

LEXILE: 1120L

White Rose 
By: Kip Wilson (2020)
Tells the story of Sophie Scholl, a 
young German college student 
who challenges the Nazi regime 
during World War II as part of 
the White Rose, a non‑violent 
resistance group.  F 493pgs

LEXILE: N/A
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BUILDING KNOWLEDGE SCIENCE TOPIC   
CHEMISTRY

Solutions for a 
Cleaner, Greener 
Planet: Environmental 
Chemistry 
By: Marc Zimmer (2019)
Discusses environmental 
chemistry, including metals, 
pesticides, fuels, and nuclear 
energy. Includes solutions to 
make the planet cleaner, such as 
better water filtration, regulating 
material, banning toxic chemicals, 
and more.  NF 120pgs

LEXILE: 1090L

Marie Curie and  
Her Daughters 
By: Shelley Emiling (2013)
Describes the lives of Marie Curie 
and her daughters. Nobel Prize 
winner and radiation pioneer 
Marie Curie, who raised two 
daughters: Irene, a Nobel Prize 
winning chemist, who played an 
important role in the development 
of the atomic bomb, and Eve, a 
highly regarded humanitarian and 
journalist.  NF 219pgs

LEXILE: N/A

Carbon:  
One Atom’s Odyssey 
By: John Barnett (2021)
An illustrated exploration of the 
existence of a carbon atom, from 
the Big Bang 14 billion years 
ago, through the geological ages 
of Earth, up to the animals and 
plants it exists in today.   
NF 64pgs

LEXILE: 1200L

The Disappearing Spoon 
By: Sam Kean (2019)
Examines the stories behind the 
creation of the periodic table, 
focusing on the history of gold, 
carbon, silicon, and neon. 
NF 391pgs

LEXILE: 1300L

It’s Elemental:  
The Hidden Chemistry 
in Everything 
By: Kate Diberdorf (2021)
In this practical pop science 
book, a scientist dubbed “the 
Cooler Bill Nye” looks at how we 
experience chemistry every day, 
answering questions such as what 
makes dough rise and how coffee 
gives us an energy boost 
NF 301pgs

LEXILE: N/A

Supersimple Chemistry 
By: Pengiun Random House 
(2020)
Text and illustrations look at 
the field of chemistry, focusing 
on elements, energy changes, 
structure and bonding, and more.
NF 288pgs

LEXILE: N/A
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BUILDING KNOWLEDGE SCIENCE TOPIC   
DNA AND GENETICS

The Marrow Thieves 
By: Cherie Dimaline (2017)
The indigenous people of North 
America are being hunted and 
harvested for their bone marrow, 
which carries the key to 
recovering something the rest of 
the population has lost: the ability 
to dream.  F 234pgs

LEXILE: HL590L

The Immortal Life of 
Henrietta Lacks 
By: Rebecca Skloot (2010)
Have you ever heard the term 
HeLa cells? This book illustrates 
how a poor Southern woman left 
a mark on science that changed 
the field of medicine forever. 
NF 310pgs

LEXILE: 1140L

Charles and Emma 
By: Deborah Heiligman (2009)
A biography of English naturalist 
Charles Darwin provides an 
account of the personality 
behind the evolutionary theory 
and the effect of his work on 
his personal life, such as his 
relationship with his religious 
wife.  NF 268pgs

LEXILE: 1020L

CRISPR: A Powerful Way 
to Change DNA 
By: Yolanda Ridge (2020)
Discusses the gene editing 
technique CRISPR; its potential to 
eliminate disease, to improve the 
stability of our food supply, and to 
manage the conservation efforts 
for threatened animals; and the 
unknown future consequences of 
using this technology.  NF 126pgs

LEXILE: 1180L

The Human Genome 
By: Carla Mooney (2020)
Presents the science of genetics 
and what the human genome is, 
and explains how scientists have 
mapped the human genome 
and how we use it to improve 
health. Details evolution and how 
the genome may be used in the 
future.  NF 120pgs

LEXILE: 1110L

Rosalind Franklin: The 
Dark Lady of DNA 
By: Brenda Maddox (2003)
Chronicles Rosalind Franklin’s 
role in the discovery of DNA, 
discussing how her contributions 
were downplayed by her 
colleagues, who received the 
Nobel Prize for the discovery, 
despite the fact Franklin did the 
most crucial part of the research.
NF 380pgs

LEXILE: N/A
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BUILDING KNOWLEDGE SCIENCE TOPIC   
SOCIAL ISSUES IN SCIENCE

Poisoned Water 
By: Candy J. Cooper (2020)
In 2014, Flint, Michigan was 
ground zero for one of the 
worst water crises in United 
States history, when city officials 
decided, as a cost‑savings 
measure, to switch city water 
sources from Lake Huron to the 
Flint River, causing old pipes to 
corrode and water to become 
contaminated with lead.   
NF 243pgs

LEXILE: N/A

Plasticus Maritimus:  
An Invasive Species 
By: Ana Pego (2021)
This book explains how plastics 
are ever more present in our 
oceans, lakes, and streams. 
NF 169pgs

LEXILE: 1040L

Food: The New Gold 
By: Kathlyn Gold (2013)
Explores the economical, 
political, and environmental 
issues related to food; discusses 
reasons starving population do 
not have food despite surpluses 
in other regions; and looks 
genetic engineering of plants and 
animals.  NF 192pgs

LEXILE: 1150L

Hothouse Earth 
By: Stephanie McPherson 
(2021)
The past, present, and future of 
Earth is a result of climate change. 
Climate change affects our 
everyday lives, and scientists and 
young people are looking into 
what we can do to fix it. 
NF 136pgs

LEXILE: 1180L

The Jungle 
By: Upton Sinclair (1906)
Jurgis Rudkus, a Lithuanian 
immigrant, lured by appealing 
advertisements, comes to 
Chicago to make money in the 
stockyards, but the reality is 
different from what he expects. 
F 475pgs

LEXILE: 1140L

The Radium Girls 
By: Kate Moore (2017)
Explores the story of radium 
poisoning to young American 
women during WWI from the 
paint used on watch dials, and the 
ensuing legal consequences that 
occurred as a result of these work 
health hazards.  NF 477pgs

LEXILE: 980L
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BUILDING KNOWLEDGE SCIENCE TOPIC   
WOMEN IN STEM

Women in Science 
By: Sue Edwards (2017)
Explores the history and evolution 
of women in science, highlighting 
key developments and scientists 
in the fields of chemistry, biology, 
genetics, physics, engineering, 
and robotics.  NF 112pgs

LEXILE: 1100L

To Fly Among the Stars 
By: Rebecca Siegel (2020)
Recounts the early years of air 
and space exploration and the 
daring exploits of America’s first 
astronauts ‑ both the men and 
women who were called upon to 
train.  NF 340pgs

LEXILE: N/A

Atomic Women 
By: Roseanne Montillo (2020)
Meet the World War II female 
scientists who worked in the 
secret sites of the Manhattan 
Project. Recruited not only from 
labs and universities from across 
the United States but also from 
countries abroad, these scientists 
helped in ‑ and often initiated ‑ 
the development of the atomic 
bomb, taking a starring role in the 
Manhattan Project.  NF 266pgs

LEXILE: N/A

Dreaming in Code 
By: Emily McCully (2019)
This illuminating biography 
reveals how the daughter of 
Lord Byron, Britain’s most 
infamous Romantic poet, became 
the world’s first computer 
programmer.  NF 164pgs

LEXILE: 1100L

Rise of the Rocket Girls 
By: Nathalia Holt (2017)
Tells the story of women who 
charted a course not only for the 
future of space exploration but 
also for the prospects of female 
scientists.  NF 337pgs

LEXILE: 1040L

Wonder Women  
of Science 
By: Tiera Fletcher (2021)
Profiles twelve women who 
are working in STEM fields, 
discussing their lives and ground‑
breaking research, including 
that of a paleoclimatologist, 
microbiologist, and computer 
science engineer. Describes their 
youth, their education, and their 
research.  NF 195pgs

LEXILE: N/A
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BUILDING KNOWLEDGE SOCIAL EMOTIONAL TOPIC   
SELF-AWARNESS

How the Garcia Girls 
Lost Their Accents 
By: Julia Alvarez (1991)
Forced to flee their native 
Caribbean island after an 
attempted coup, the Garcias 
‑ Carlos, Laura, and their four 
daughters ‑ must learn 
a new way of life in the Bronx, 
while trying to cling to the old 
ways that they loved.  F 286pgs

LEXILE: 950L

The House on  
Mango Street 
By: Sandra Cisneros (1984)
Esperanza is a young girl growing 
up in the Latino section of 
Chicago, not wanting to belong 
to her rundown neighborhood. 
Esperanza finds the power within 
herself to become who she wants 
to be.  F 110pgs

LEXILE: 870L

Being Toffee 
By: Sarah Crossan (2021)
Allison has run away from home 
and with nowhere to live finds 
herself hiding out in the shed of 
what she thinks is an abandoned 
house. But the house isn’t empty. 
An elderly woman named Marla, 
with dementia, lives there – and 
she mistakes Allison for an old 
friend from her past named 
Toffee.  F 399pgs

LEXILE: N/A

Choose You! 
By: Sharie Coombes (2021)
Focusing on obtaining personal 
happiness, this book contains 
psychology with aspects of 
science, philosophy, practical 
advice, and therapeutic concepts. 
The interactive exercises 
throughout the book will guide 
the teenager through the Choose 
You! process, helping them 
uncover the person that they 
choose to be.  NF 288pgs

LEXILE: N/A

The Firefly Letters 
By: Margarita Engle (2017)
Collects poems from Cuban‑
American poet Margarita Engle in 
which she explores women rights 
with various historical viewpoints.  
F 151pgs

LEXILE: NC1230L

I Kill the Mockingbird 
By: Paul Acampora (2015)
When best friends Lucy, Elena, 
and Michael receive their summer 
reading list, they are excited 
to see ‘To Kill A Mockingbird’ 
included. But not everyone 
in their class shares the same 
enthusiasm. So they hatch a plot 
to get the entire town talking 
about the well‑known Harper Lee 
classic.  F 166pgs

LEXILE: 640L
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BUILDING KNOWLEDGE SOCIAL EMOTIONAL TOPIC   
SELF-MANAGEMENT

Dear Martin 
By: Nic Stone (2017)
Justyce McAllister is a good kid, 
an honor student, and always 
there to help a friend ‑ but none 
of that matters to the police 
officer who just put him in 
handcuffs. Despite leaving his 
rough neighborhood behind, 
he can’t escape the scorn of his 
former peers or the ridicule of his 
new classmates.  F 224pgs

LEXILE: 950L

Dancing at the  
Pity Party 
By: Tyler Feder (2020)
Tyler Feder shares her story 
of her mother’s first oncology 
appointment to facing reality as a 
motherless daughter in this frank 
and refreshingly funny graphic 
memoir.  NF 208pgs

LEXILE: N/A

The Boy in the  
Black Suit 
By: Jason Reynolds (2015)
Soon after his mother’s death, 
Matt takes a job at a funeral 
home in his tough Brooklyn 
neighborhood and, while 
attending and assisting with 
funerals, begins to accept her 
death and his responsibilities as a 
man.  F 255pgs

LEXILE: HL760L

Challenger Deep 
By: Neal Shusterman (2016)
Georgina is homeless and living 
out of a car, so she plans an 
elaborate scheme to kidnap a dog 
in order to get the reward money. 
What happens next is the last 
thing she expected.  F 208pgs

LEXILE: HL800L

Clap When You Land 
By: Elizabeth Acevedo (2020)
Sixteen‑year‑olds Camino Rios, 
of the Dominican Republic, and 
Yahaira Rios, of New York City, 
are devastated to learn of their 
father’s death in a plane crash and 
stunned to learn of each other’s 
existence.  F 417pgs

LEXILE: HL800L

Heart Sister 
By: Michael Stewart (2020)
A teenage filmmaker tries to track 
down the recipients of his twin 
sister’s organs in hopes that it will 
help his parents move on from the 
loss of their daughter.  F 326pgs

LEXILE: HL600L



9-12th GRADES

equipped: Mississippi Book List for ALL        45

Impossible Music 
By: Sean Williams (2019)
Devastated by a stroke that 
causes him to lose his hearing, 
a teen musician resists transition 
therapy before a tough new friend 
challenges him to create a new 
music form that helps him better 
understand his relationship to the 
hearing world.  F 310pgs

LEXILE: HL820L

If I Was Your Girl 
By: Meredith Russo (2018)
Amanda Hardy only wants to fit 
in at her new school, but she is 
keeping a big secret, so when she 
falls for Grant, guarded Amanda 
finds herself yearning to share 
with him everything about herself, 
including her previous life as 
Andrew.  F 313pgs

LEXILE: HL770L

Hey, Kiddo 
By: Jarrett Krosoczka (2018)
Hey, Kiddo is a profoundly 
important memoir about growing 
up in a family grappling with 
addiction and finding the art that 
helps you survive.  NF 294pgs

LEXILE: GN540L

How to Make Friends 
with the Dark 
By: Kathleen Glasgow (2019)
Tiger, sixteen, has been pushing 
away from her overprotective 
mother, but when her mother dies 
suddenly Tiger must learn to live 
when it feels she is surrounded by 
darkness.  F 420pgs

LEXILE: HL690L

I Know why the Caged 
Bird Sings 
By: Maya Angelou (1969)
Angelou chronicles her early 
life, in 1930s rural Arkansas, 
including her rape at the age of 
five, her years of muteness, and 
the strength she gained from her 
grandmother and Mrs. Bertha 
Flowers, a respected African 
American woman in her town. 
NF 304pgs

LEXILE: 1010L

Mexican Whiteboy 
By: Matt de la Peña (2008)
Danny, who is tall and skinny but 
has a talent for pitching a fastball, 
cannot seem to fit in at school 
in San Diego, where his Mexican 
and white heritage causes people 
to judge him before he even 
speaks.  F 249pgs

LEXILE: 680L
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Stuck in Neutral 
By: Terry Trueman (2000)
Fourteen‑year‑old Shawn 
McDaniel, who has severe 
cerebral palsy and cannot 
function, relates his perceptions 
of his life, his family, and his 
condition, especially as he 
believes his father is planning to 
kill him.  F 114pgs

LEXILE: 820L

The Silence Between Us 
By: Alison Gervais (2019)
When Maya is forced to attend 
a hearing school, she sets out 
to prove that her lack of hearing 
won’t stop her from chasing her 
dreams.  F 317pgs

LEXILE: 940L

The New  
David Espinoza 
By: Fred Aceves (2020)
Obsessed with the idea that he 
is not muscular enough and tired 
of being bullied, David, age 
seventeen, begins using steroids, 
endangering his relationships with 
family and friends.  F 323pgs

LEXILE: N/A

Pride 
By: Ibi Aanu Zoboi (2018)
In a timely update of Jane 
Austen’s Pride and Prejudice, 
critically acclaimed author Ibi 
Zoboi skillfully balances cultural 
identity, class, and gentrification 
against the powerful magic of first 
love in her vibrant reimagining of 
this beloved classic.  F 304pgs

LEXILE: HL760L

The Self-Compassionate 
Teen 
By: Karen Bluth (2020)
In The Self-Compassionate 
Teen, psychologist Karen Bluth 
offers powerful, everyday self‑
compassion and mindfulness 
tools to help teen readers 
overcome self‑judgment, stop 
comparing themselves to others, 
and cultivate the courage to be 
themselves.  NF 165pgs

LEXILE: N/A

This is My Brain in Love 
By: I.W. Gregorio (2020)
Rising high school juniors Jocelyn 
Wu and Will Domenici fall in 
love while trying to save the Wu 
family restaurant, A‑Plus Chinese 
Garden.  F 384pgs

LEXILE: N/A



9-12th GRADES

equipped: Mississippi Book List for ALL        47

BUILDING KNOWLEDGE SOCIAL EMOTIONAL TOPIC   
SOCIAL AWARENESS

The Hate U Give 
By: Angie Thomas (2017)
After witnessing her friend’s death 
at the hands of a police officer, 
Starr Carter’s life is complicated 
when the police and a local drug 
lord try to intimidate her to learn 
what happened the night Kahlil 
died.  F 444pgs

LEXILE: HL590L

Every Moment After 
By: Joseph Moldover (2019)
After high school graduation, 
best friends Matt and Cole strive 
to put behind them the school 
shooting they survived in first 
grade and begin to live. 
F 364pgs

LEXILE: HL700L

The 57 Bus 
By: Dashka Slater (2017)
If it weren’t for the 57 bus, Sasha 
and Richard would never have 
met. Both were high school 
students from Oakland, California, 
one of the most diverse cities in 
the country, but they inhabited 
different worlds.  NF 305pgs

LEXILE: 930L

500 Words or Less 
By: Juleah Del Rosario (2018)
High school senior Nic, 
seventeen, tries to salvage her 
tattered reputation by helping her 
Ivy League‑obsessed classmates 
with college admission essays and 
finds herself in the process. 
F 372pgs

LEXILE: HL740L

(Don’t) Call Me Crazy 
By: Algonquin Young Readers 
(2018)
An anthology of essays and 
illustrations that illuminate mental 
health topics in a straightforward 
way.  NF 225pgs

LEXILE: N/A

Heads Up 
By: Melanie Siebert (2020)
This nonfiction book for 
teen readers is a guide to 
understanding mental health and 
coping with mental illness, trauma 
and recovery. It features real‑
life stories of resilient teens and 
highlights innovative approaches 
to mental‑health challenges. 
NF 185pgs

LEXILE: N/A
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Modern HERstory 
By: Blair Imani (2008)
An illustrated and informative 
primer on the progressive social 
change movements of the last 
60 years as told through the 
stories of 60 diverse female 
and non‑binary leaders in those 
movements, from the 
Civil Rights Movement and 
Stonewall riots through today. 
NF 195pgs

LEXILE: N/A

Jackpot 
By: Nic Stone (2019)
When Rico sells a jackpot‑winning 
lotto ticket, she thinks maybe her 
luck will finally change, but only 
if she and her popular and wildly 
wealthy classmate, Zan, can find 
the ticket holder who hasn’t 
claimed the prize.  F 343pgs

LEXILE: HL670L

A Heart in a Body 
 in the World 
By: Deb Caletti (2020)
Followed by Grandpa Ed in his RV 
and backed by her brother and 
friends, Annabelle, eighteen, runs 
from Seattle to Washington, D.C., 
becoming a reluctant activist as 
people connect her journey to her 
recent trauma.  F 355pgs

LEXILE: HL680L

If Beale Street  
Could Talk 
By: James Baldwin (1974)
Their love sustains a young 
African American couple in their 
struggle against injustice and 
racial oppression.  F 197pgs

LEXILE: N/A

In Search of Safety: 
Voices of Refugees 
By: Susan Kuklin (2020)
Looks at the lives of five refugees 
who had to flee war, face violent 
threats, grow up in a refugee 
camp, be sold into slavery, and 
resettlement in the United States. 
NF 246pgs

LEXILE: HL700L

No True Believers 
By: Rabiah York Lumbard 
(2020)
High school senior Salma 
Bakkioui, who has a connective 
tissue disorder, faces prejudice 
and hidden danger, especially 
after being framed for a Muslim 
terrorist act she did not commit. 
F 249pgs

LEXILE: HL620L
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We Say Never Again 
By: Crown Publishers (2018)
A journalistic look at the shooting 
at Marjory Stoneman Douglas 
High School in Parkland and the 
fight for gun control‑‑ as told 
by the student reporters for 
the school’s newspaper and TV 
station.  NF 260pgs

LEXILE: 1100L

The Tortilla Curtain 
By: T.C. Boyle (2011)
The lives of two very different 
couples ‑ wealthy Los Angeles 
liberals Delaney and Kyra 
Mossbacher, and Candido 
and America Rincon, a pair 
of undocumented Mexican 
immigrants ‑ suddenly collide, 
in a story that unfolds from the 
shifting viewpoints of the various 
characters.  F 366pgs

LEXILE: 1210L

Our Stories, Our Voices 
By: Simon Pulse Publishing 
(2018)
Presents a collection of essays by 
twenty one young adult authors 
that explore diverse experiences 
of injustice, empowerment, and 
growing up female in America. 
NF 288pgs

LEXILE: N/A

The Scarlet Letter 
By: Nathaniel Hawthorne 
(1850)
Classic tale about Hester, her 
lover, their child, and Hester’s 
husband, and the effect of sin 
on the mind and spirit of these 
characters.  F 326pgs

LEXILE: N/A

To Kill a Mockingbird 
By: Harper Lee (1960)
In the South, defending a black 
man is a faux pax. The main 
character learns this lesson at 
a young age when her father 
defends a black man accused of a 
crime.  F 324pgs

LEXILE: 840L

You Bring the 
Distant Near 
By: Mitali Perkins (2019)
From 1965 through the present, 
an Indian American family adjusts 
to life in New York City, alternately 
fending off and welcoming 
challenges to their traditions. 
F 320pgs

LEXILE: HL720L
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BUILDING KNOWLEDGE SOCIAL EMOTIONAL TOPIC   
RELATIONSHIP SKILLS

If You Come Softly 
By: Jacqueline Woodson 
(1998)
After meeting at their private 
school in New York, fifteen‑year‑
old Jeremiah, whose parents 
are separated, and Ellie, whose 
mother has twice abandoned her, 
fall in love and then try to cope 
with people’s reactions.  F 181pgs

LEXILE: HL570L

Eleanor and Park 
By: Rainbow Rowell (2016)
Set over one school year in 1986, 
this is the story of two star‑crossed 
misfits ‑ smart enough to know 
that first love seldom lasts, but 
brave and desperate enough to 
try.  F 366pgs

LEXILE: HL580L

The Astonishing  
Color of After 
By: Emily Pan (2019)
After her mother’s suicide, grief‑
stricken Leigh Sanders travels to 
Taiwan to stay with grandparents 
she never met, determined to 
find her mother who she believes 
turned into a bird.  F 470pgs

LEXILE: HL670L

Between the Lines 
By: Nikki Grimes (2019)
A group of high school students 
grow in understanding of each 
other’s challenges and forge 
unexpected connections as they 
prepare for a boys versus girls 
poetry slam. Includes author’s 
note about foster home care. 
F 216pgs

LEXILE: HL630L

Darius the Great  
is Not Okay 
By: Adib Khorram (2018)
Clinically‑depressed Darius 
Kellner, a high school sophomore, 
travels to Iran to meet his 
grandparents, but it is their 
next‑door neighbor, Sohrab, who 
changes his life.  F 314pgs

LEXILE: HL710L

The Impossible Knife  
of Memory 
By: Laurie Halse Anderson 
(2015)
Hayley Kincaid and her father 
move back to their hometown to 
try a ‘normal’ life, but the horrors 
he saw in the war threaten to 
destroy their lives.  F 391pgs

LEXILE: 720L
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Watch Us Rise 
By: Renee Watson (2020)
Jasmine and Chelsea are best 
friends on a mission. Sick of 
the way that young women are 
treated at their ‘progressive’ New 
York City high school, they decide 
to start a Women’s Right’s Club. 
One problem ‑ no one shows up. 
That won’t stop them, though! 
F 360pgs

LEXILE: HL800L

Their Eyes Were 
Watching God 
By: Zora Neale Hurston (1937)
When Janie Starks returns 
home, she seeks identity and 
independence as the small 
southern black community buzzes 
with gossip about the outcome of 
her affair with a younger man. 
F 219pgs

LEXILE: 890L

The Joy Luck Club 
By: Any Tan (1990)
Presents the alternating stories of 
four Chinese women in pre‑1949 
China and their American‑born 
daughters in California. 
F 329pgs

LEXILE: 930L

Patron Saints of Nothing 
By: Randy Ribay (2020)
A compelling coming‑of‑age story 
about grief, guilt, and the risks a 
Filipino‑American teenager takes 
to uncover the truth about his 
cousin’s murder.  F 352pgs

LEXILE: 840L

The Secret Life of Bees 
By: Sue Monk Kidd (2002)
After her “stand‑in mother,” 
a bold black woman named 
Rosaleen, insults the three 
biggest racists in town, Lily 
Owens joins Rosaleen on a 
journey to Tiburon, South 
Carolina, where they are taken in 
by three black, bee‑keeping 
sisters.  F 302pgs

LEXILE: 840L

What I Carry 
By: Jennifer Longo (2020)
In her final year in foster care, 
seventeen‑year‑old Muir tries to 
survive her senior year before 
aging out of the system. 
F 322pgs

LEXILE: HL690L



9-12th GRADES

equipped: Mississippi Book List for ALL        52

BUILDING KNOWLEDGE SOCIAL EMOTIONAL TOPIC   
RESPONSIBLE DECISION-MAKING

Lord of the Flies 
By: William Golding (1954)
Left to their own devices, a group 
of boys is deserted on an island 
where they enjoy life without 
adult supervision. However, as 
time passes, the boys begin to 
create their way of living that 
soon turns deadly.  F 182pgs

LEXILE: 700L

Gabi, A Girl in Pieces 
By: Isabel Quintero (2014)
Gabi wants a lot of things. She 
wishes she wasn’t fat. She hopes 
her father wasn’t addicted to 
meth. But in the middle of her 
whirling twirling world, the thing 
she unexpectedly finds is poetry. 
F 284pgs

LEXILE: HL820L

After the Shot Drops 
By: Randy Ribay (2018)
Told from alternating 
perspectives, Bunny takes a 
basketball scholarship to an elite 
private school to help his family, 
leaving behind Nasir, his best 
friend, in their tough Philadelphia 
neighborhood.  F 325pgs

LEXILE: HL730L

The Bad Decisions 
Playlist 
By: Michael Rubens (2016)
Austin, 16, a self‑described 
screwup, finds out that his 
father isn’t dead. He’s alive, 
and moreover he’s Shane Tyler, 
a famous singer/guitarist/song 
writer‑‑Austin’s dream for himself. 
But Shane is battling his own 
demons, and Austin must figure 
out how to grow up on his own 
terms.  F 296pgs

LEXILE: HL800L

Dig 
By: A.S. King (2019)
Only a generation removed from 
being simple Pennsylvania potato 
farmers, Gottfried and Marla 
Hemmings managed to trade 
digging spuds for developing 
subdivisions and now sit atop 
a seven‑figure bank account, 
wealth they’ve declined to pass 
on to their adult children or their 
teenage grand children.   
F 382pgs

LEXILE: HL600L

Long Way Down 
By: Jason Reynolds (2017)
As Will, fifteen, sets out to avenge 
his brother Shawn’s fatal shooting, 
seven ghosts who knew Shawn 
board the elevator and reveal 
truths Will needs to know.   
F 306pgs

LEXILE: HL720L
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BUILDING KNOWLEDGE COLLEGE READINESS TOPIC   
MAKING A DIFFERENCE

Teen Guide to 
Volunteering 
By: Stuart Kallen
Volunteering helps teens 
sharpen their social skills, build 
self‑esteem, gain real‑world 
experience, meet mentors, and 
attain letters of recommendation 
for college applications. 
NF 80pgs

LEXILE: N/A

Start Now! 
By: Chelsea Clinton (2020)
Explores different ways kids can 
act to make a positive change in 
the world, such as how they can 
help endangered animals, how to 
know what foods are healthy and 
are not, and what kids can do to 
combat bullying.  NF 126pgs

LEXILE: 1050L

30 Activists Under 30 
Who are Changing 
the World 
By: Shirley R. Steinberg (2019)
This inspirational resource allows 
students to see how their peers 
are changing the world. 
NF 274pgs

LEXILE: N/A

Be a Changemaker 
By: Laurie Ann Thompson 
(2014)
Introduces ideas, examples and 
tips for young adults on creating 
groups and small companies 
that promote change and 
supporting different causes, such 
as environmental causes, saving 
species, and more.  NF 230pgs

LEXILE: 11300L

The Last Lecture 
By: Randy Pausch (2008)
Computer science professor 
Randy Pausch, who has been 
diagnosed with terminal cancer, 
discusses how to overcome 
obstacles in one’s life and achieve 
one’s dreams.  NF 206pgs

LEXILE: N/A

Volunteering 
By: Jean Rawitt (2020)
Presents a guide for teenagers 
on how to become a volunteer. 
Discusses why volunteering 
is important, how to explore 
different volunteer opportunities, 
and how to have a rewarding 
experience.  NF 129pgs

LEXILE: N/A
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BUILDING KNOWLEDGE COLLEGE READINESS TOPIC   
PREPARING FOR LIFE AFTER HIGH SCHOOL

Undecided 
By: Genevieve Morgan (2014)
Offers vocational guidance and 
activities to high school graduates 
who are undecided about a career 
path, discussing the various 
available options, including 
training programs, community 
college, military service, four‑year 
universities, and gap years. 
NF 256pgs

LEXILE: 870L

Thank You for Coming 
to My TED Talk 
By: Chris Anderson (2020)
This book includes everything 
teens need to persuade, 
inspire, and inform others, 
from preparation pointers and 
visual cues to notes on tackling 
pre‑talk jitters and avoiding 
procrastination.  NF 152pgs

LEXILE: 990L

Beyond Texting 
By: Debra Fine (2014)
Offers young adults tools 
for successful face‑to‑face 
interactions with parents, 
teachers, potential employers, 
friends, or romantic prospects. 
Discusses eye contact, body 
language, and tone of voice; and 
offers dozens of examples. 
NF 136pgs

LEXILE: N/A

It’s the Student,  
Not the College 
By: Kristin White (2015)
Encourages students and parents 
to look past college rankings and 
focus on creating true, tangible, 
and lifelong personal success at 
any college and in life beyond 
college.  NF 261pgs

LEXILE: N/A

The Playbook 
By: Kwame Alexander (2017)
In this inspirational book full 
of poetry and inspiring lessons 
about the rules of life, Newbury 
Medal–winning Kwame Alexander 
shares uplifting quotes from all‑
star athletes like Stephen Curry 
and Venus Williams and other 
wonderfully influential figures like 
Sonia Sotomayor and Michelle 
Obama.  NF 169pgs

LEXILE: 970L

Write Your Way In 
By: Rachel Toor (2017)
College‑bound students will learn 
how to make their essays stand 
out from an experienced college 
admissions officer and writing 
teacher.  NF 164pgs

LEXILE: N/A
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TEXT SETS
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CREATING TEXT SETS   
TEMPLATE 

Text sets are collections of resources from different genre, media, and levels of reading difficulty that are 
designed to be supportive of the learning of readers with a range of experiences and interests. A text 
set collection focuses on one concept or topic and can include multiple genres such as books, charts and 
maps, informational pamphlets, poetry and songs, photographs, non‑fiction books, almanacs or encyclo‑

pedias.

TEXT SET SUMMARY

 BOOK TITLE

 AUTHOR

 GRADE LEVEL  TOPIC

Anchor Text   Elements of the Unit/Lesson Plan
How do the resources connect to the standards or to the lesson plan?

MS CCR Standards 
www.mdek12.org/OAE/college‑and‑career‑readiness‑standards

  Cross-Content Standards Connection
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Adult Intellectual Prep Resources 
Include below any resources to support teacher intellectual 
preparation around this topic. What might we, as adults, need to 
know about this topic to meaningfully enage students?

  Elements of the Unit/Lesson Plan
How do the resources connect to the standards or to the lesson plan?

Text Set Resources 
Include between 4 and 7 resources per text set. Each text set 
should include at least one multimedia resource (e.g., interactive 
website, video, photographs). Consider how you will obtain each 
resource in the set to support students’ working from the least 
complex texts to the most complex texts. 

  Elements of the Unit/Lesson Plan
How do the resources connect to the standards or to the lesson plan?

1

2

3

4

5

6
7
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Text or Resource Description Resource Type Genre Lexile (if applicable)1

On grade level?2

Available in  
multilingual

format?3

1 If Lexile is unavailable, consider using a tool like (https://hub.lexile.com/analyzer) to get an estimated Lexile level. 
2 Text complexity quantitative bands (https://achievethecore.org/content/upload/CCSS_Grade_Bands_and_Quantitative_Measures%20updated%20
2015.pdf) for college‑ and career‑ready aligned work. Texts included in text sets can represent a range of below, on, and above grade‑level texts.  
3 Note if resource is available in any other language(s), including closed captioning or translated version(s)

Additional Information on Each Resource in the Set 
Consider carefully how non‑dominant identities are highlighted throughout the text or resource (including representation of culture, race, 
gender, sexual orientation and/or abilities). Also, consider whether those identities are explored in an authentic and relevant way, or whether 
this resource includes harmful stereotypes, generalizations, non‑authentic stories, or discriminatory content. 

Text or Resource Description Resource Type Genre Lexile (if applicable)1

On grade level?2

Available in  
multilingual

format?3

Text or Resource Description Resource Type Genre Lexile (if applicable)1

On grade level?2

Available in  
multilingual

format?3

Text or Resource Description Resource Type Genre Lexile (if applicable)1

On grade level?2

Available in  
multilingual

format?3

1

2

3

4
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Text or Resource Description Resource Type Genre Lexile (if applicable)1

On grade level?2

Available in  
multilingual

format?3

Text or Resource Description Resource Type Genre Lexile (if applicable)1

On grade level?2

Available in  
multilingual

format?3

Text or Resource Description Resource Type Genre Lexile (if applicable)1

On grade level?2

Available in  
multilingual

format?3

5

6

7

Activities to Capture Knowledge and Vocabulary Growth Throughout the Set

Sample Writing Closing Tasks
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NOVEL STUDY
CHECKLIST
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CULTURALLY RESPONSIVE NOVEL STUDY  
CHECKLIST

The following checklist will ensure that the proposed novel studies reflect a more culturally 
responsive nature as well as lead to more student‑centered learning. Teachers will use the form 
to include the elements of the unit/lesson plan that support the indicators.

SUMMARY

Incorporating culturally-responsive  
novels and supportive learning materials Elements of the Unit/Lesson Plan

Building strong personal voice in various 
diverse characteristics through novel selection

Building strong personal voice in various 
diverse characteristics through high‑quality 
learning materials that support the novel study

Valuing various diverse characteristics 
habitually through novel studies, rather than on 
special occasions

Developing student-centered learning 
by using a system of collaboration and 
communication

Elements of the Unit/Lesson Plan

Consistently combining individual and group 
efforts and accountability for task performance

Creating classroom climates and opportunities 
for collaborative composing, revising, and 
editing tasks

Using a system of peer response to encourage 
high‑quality learning

1

2
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Utilizing cross-curricular topics to build 
on student learning Elements of the Unit/Lesson Plan

Using topics or subjects that connect across 
the grade‑level curriculum

Connecting novels and supportive learning 
materials to enhance students’ learning 
experience

Analyzing how other diverse characteristics 
connect to other curriculum topics outside the 
novel study

List all resources that will be used for the novel study:

3
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appendix c
READING ASSIGNMENT 
APPROVAL FORMS
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READING ASSIGNMENT  
BOOK APPROVAL LETTER

Dear Families/Guardians,

As part of the _______________________________ [school name] ____________________ [class], 
each student is expected to read or listen to a book related to ___________________________ 

[curriculum unit] from a list of pre‑approved titles. They are responsible for reading or listening 

to the book and completing a series of assignments related to it for ____________________ 

[time period], which includes __________________________________ [types of assignments/
assessments].

  Teacher Assigned Book:  The primary objective of this assignment is to allow students to 
choose and read or listen to books that interest them that connect to the curriculum unit.  
We want your student to feel as though he or she is reading or listening to material that is 
interesting to him or her but is also challenging. However, because each parent/guardian feels 
differently about what is appropriate for their own child, ________________________ [school 
name] requires all students to have their book approved first by you. Please see the attached 
document for a brief summary of each novel.

  Student Selected Book (from a list of pre-approved titles):  The primary objective of this 
assignment is to allow students to exercise choice and read or listen to books that interest them 
while connecting to the curriculum unit. We want your student to feel as though he or she is 
reading or listening to material that is interesting to him or her but is also challenging. However, 
because each parent/guardian feels differently about what is appropriate for their own child, 
________________________ [school name] requires all students to have their book approved first 

by you. Please see the attached document for a brief summary of each novel.

When you are approving your student’s reading, please look it over to ensure that you feel the 

content of the novel is appropriate for your student. If you have objections, have your student 

choose another book; if the book was assigned, discuss the title with the teacher. Please have 

a discussion with your student about what types of books and topics you feel are appropriate 

and instruct them not to select books that contain topics that you would not want them to read 

or hear. Once you have approved the book, please sign the attached book approval form.

If you have any questions about this project, please feel free to contact _____________________ 

[teacher’s name] at __________________________________ [teacher’s contact information].
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READING ASSIGNMENT  
BOOK APPROVAL FORM

Student Name  ____________________________________________________________

Book Title  ________________________________________________________________

Author  __________________________________________ Number of Pages  ________

I, _________________________________________________, am aware that my child will be 

reading or listening to the above named book in connection with the curriculum unit during 

this nine weeks.  

 

I understand that this book was

  assigned by the teacher and that by signing this form, I give my student permission to 
read or listen to this book. I understand I am approving the content of this book, and 
the teacher will approve the book for level appropriateness.

  selected by my child and that by signing this form, I give my student permission to read 
or listen to this book. I understand I am approving the content of this book, and the 
teacher will approve the book for level appropriateness.

______________________________________  ______________________
Parent/Guardian Signature  Date  

 

______________________________________  ______________________
Teacher Signature  Approval Date
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EVALUATION TOOLS
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BUILDING KNOWLEDGE BOOK LIST   
EVALUATION 

This evaluation tool will help teachers and librarians with their final selections for diversity,  
equity, and high‑quality books for instruction and for student‑choice reading.  

 BOOK TITLE

 AUTHOR

 GRADE LEVEL THEME/TOPIC

Rate the book on its publication date.  
Use the scale below.  

1: 40 years or older         

2: 30-39 years old         

3: 20-29 years old          

4: 10-19 years old         

5: 10 years or newer

1

Rate the book based on the appropriateness of the Lexile Level. 
Use the scale below.  

1: Too easy/hard to read for grade level

2: Below grade level

3: At grade level

4: Above grade level

2

Rate the book based on the additional factors. 
Use the scale below.  

Additional factors: Award Winner, Multilingual  Format, Graphic Novel Format, and  

Digital Format

1: One additional factor

2: Two additional factors

3: Three additional factors

4: Four additional factors

3
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TOTAL

Write at least two sentences why the book should be added to the classroom or school 
libraries and/or to instruction.  

The book celebrates diverse characters and/or written by an author of color. 
Use the scale below.  

1:  Not diverse in terms of cultural, race, gender, sexual orientation, disability OR contains 

diversity but includes harmful stereotypes, generalizations, not-authentic stories, or 

discriminatory content about a group of people. 

2: Contains some diversity but may misrepresent or generalize a group of people.

3: Explores diversity in an authentic and relevant way. 

4: Truly explores and celebrates the diversity. 

4

 The book is directly connected to English Language Arts MS CCR Standards. 
Use the scale below.  

1: Vaguely connected to the English MS CCR standards. 

2: Closely connected to at least one English MS CCR standard. 

3: Closely connected to multiple English MS CCR standards. 

6

The book is directly connected to other MS CCR Standards. 
Use the scale below.  

1: Vaguely connected to other MS CCR standards. 

2: Closely connected to at least one other MS CCR standard. 

3: Closely connected to multiple other MS CCR standards. 

7

The book is directly connected to other Social Emotional MS CCR Standards. 
Use the scale below.  

1: Vaguely connected to the Social Emotional MS CCR standards. 

2: Closely connected to at least one Social Emotional MS CCR standard. 

3: Closely connected to multiple Social Emotional MS CCR standards. 

5
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SCHOOL/CLASSROOM LIBRARY COLLECTION
QUESTIONNAIRE

Use the following questions as a guide to analyze the school or classroom library and 
determine where there are strengths and where there are gaps in the collection.

The library contains numerous books 
that include…

Strongly 
Agree Agree Neither Disagree Strongly  

Disagree

Main characters of color or different  
nationality/ethnicity

Main characters with different types of gender 
identity and gender expression

A range of family structures and  
family configurations

Different socioeconomic backgrounds

Religious diversity

Main characters with disabilities

2

The library contains numerous books 
that…

Strongly 
Agree Agree Neither Disagree Strongly  

Disagree

Are written or illustrated by a person of color  
or of different nationality/ethnicity

Are set in a different country or geographic 
setting (urban, rural, suburban) during the  
present time

Teach about immigration to the United States 
beyond the Ellis Island‑narrative

Teach about Black/African‑American 
contributions to the United States beyond the 
Civil Rights Movement

Feature diversity throughout the year, not just 
in heritage and observance months (e.g., Black 
History Month, Native American History Month)

3

The library contains multiple books that 
include…

Strongly 
Agree Agree Neither Disagree Strongly  

Disagree

Non‑human, anthropomorphic main characters 
(e.g., talking animals, talking trucks, talking 
vegetables, imaginary or science fiction 
creatures, etc.)

1
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The majority of books featuring people 
of color or different nationality/ethnicity 
people…

Strongly 
Agree Agree Neither Disagree Strongly  

Disagree

Are only about issues of race, prejudice, or 
discrimination

Are only culturally specific (e.g., flags,  
food, festivals)

Are only culturally neutral or contain  
incidental diversity

Are non‑authentic stories about a group of 
people

Contain harmful stereotypes or discriminatory 
content about a group of people

Contain inaccurate/outdated information or 
makes generalizations about a group of people

4

The library contains multiple books that 
support…

Strongly 
Agree Agree Neither Disagree Strongly  

Disagree

MS CCR English Standards

MS CCR Social Studies Standards

MS CCR Science Standards

MS CCR Social Emotional Standards

5

The library reflects… Strongly 
Agree Agree Neither Disagree Strongly  

Disagree

The diversity of my students and the 
community in which we live (e.g., gender, 
race, family structure, language, culture, 
socioeconomic background, etc.)

6

RESOURCE   https://www.leeandlow.com/uploads/loaded_document/408/Classroom‑Library‑Questionnaire_FINAL.pdf
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appendix e
RESOURCES  
TO SUPPORT  
STUDENT READING
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BOOK INFORMATION AND SUPPORT MATERIALS

Lexile: Find a Book (Grades K ‑ 12)  
hub.lexile.com/find‑a‑book/search

Search for books based on Lexile codes, 
which provides information on the book’s 
intended usage, or find books that are 
easy to decode or have a lot of patterning 
to help beginning readers.

 
Novelist: MAGNOLIA (Grades K ‑ 12)  
magnolia.msstate.edu

A complete suite of book‑finding tools for 
librarians, teachers, and readers. Database 
contains book lists, curricular connections, 
and author read‑alikes. See your school 
librarian for passcode.

Reading is Fundamental  
Educator Resources (Grades K ‑ 12)  
www.rif.org/literacy‑central/educators

Online support materials aligned to 
hundreds of children’s book titles and 
much more.

Teaching Books (Grades K ‑ 12)  
www.teachingbooks.net

An online database that can be used by 
teachers, students, librarians, and families 
to explore children’s books and young 
adult literature and their authors. 
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READING TRACKERS

Beanbright Reading Tracker 
(Grades K ‑ 12)  
www.beanbright.com

Beanbright helps facilitate reading 
challenges and gain more data on 
students’ free‑choice reading.

Reading is Fundamental  
Reading Tracker (Grades K ‑ 8)  
www.rif.org/literacy‑central/literacy‑tracker

Literacy Tracker Tool allows teachers to 
check in on students’ reading progress 
throughout the year and helps students 
find “just right” books to develop their 
skills.
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EDUCATOR AND SCHOOL LIBRARIAN RESOURCES

Día: Children’s Book Day (Grades K ‑ 8) 
dia.ala.org

Día is a nationally recognized initiative that emphasizes the importance of literacy for all 
children from all backgrounds. It is a daily commitment to linking children and their families to 
diverse books, languages, and cultures.

First Book: The Stories for All Project (Grades K ‑ 12) 
firstbook.org/the‑need/the‑stories‑for‑all‑project

The Stories for All Project curates new, relevant, high‑quality books representing diverse 
characters, voices, and life circumstances and makes them available and affordable to 
educators supporting kids in need.

Lexile Analyzer (Grades K ‑ 12) 
hub.lexile.com/analyzer

The Lexile Analyzer allows you to paste or type in text to receive a Lexile range and view text 
characteristics along with challenging words and their definitions. English and Spanish texts can 
be measured using this tool.

Lexile by Chapter Guides (Grades K ‑ 12) 
lexile.com/educators/tools‑to‑support‑reading‑at‑school/tools‑to‑help‑teach‑a‑book/lexile‑chapter‑guides

Just as books vary in text complexity, chapters within each book can vary as well. When 
teaching a book in class, Lexile by Chapter Guides can help better plan instruction.

Lexile PowerV Vocabulary Tool (Grades 5 – 12) 
lexile.com/educators/tools‑to‑support‑reading‑at‑school/tools‑to‑help‑teach‑a‑book/lexile‑powerv‑vocabulary‑tool

More than 125,000 books in Find a Book include a vocabulary tool that identifies up to 10 
challenging words that are important for students to know.
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Match Fishtank (Grades K ‑ 12)  
www.matchfishtank.org/curriculum/english‑language‑arts 

Through this site, teachers can explore and draw from full courses or individual units, lessons, 
or assessments. All the resources support rigorous, standards‑driven instruction to support 
vocabulary, writing, and reading skills. 

Novel Engineering (Grades K ‑ 8) 
www.novelengineering.org

Students use existing classroom literature – stories, novels, and expository texts – as the basis 
for engineering design challenges that help them identify problems, design realistic solutions, 
and engage in the Engineering Design Process while reinforcing their literacy skills.

Read Across America (Grades K ‑ 12)  
www.nea.org/professional‑excellence/student‑engagement/read‑across‑america

Launched in 1998 by the National Education Association (NEA) and guided by a committee of 
educators, this year‑round program focuses on motivating children and teens to read through 
events, partnerships, and reading resources that are about everyone, for everyone.


