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ALL Students Proficient 
and Showing Growth in All 
Assessed Areas

EVERY Student Graduates 
from High School and is Ready 
for College and Career

EVERY Child Has Access 
to a High-Quality Early 
Childhood Program

EVERY School Has Effective 
Teachers and Leaders

EVERY Community Effectively 
Uses a World-Class Data System to 

Improve Student Outcomes

EVERY School and District is 
Rated “C” or Higher
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2State Board of Education STRATEGIC  PLAN GOALS



To create a world-class 
educational system that gives 
students the knowledge and 
skills to be successful in 
college and the workforce, 
and to flourish as parents 
and citizens

VISION
To provide leadership 
through the development of 
policy and accountability 
systems so that all students 
are prepared to compete in 
the global community

MISSION
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4Importance of Reading

Children 
without basic 
literacy skills 
when they 
enter school 
are 3-4 times 
more likely to 
drop out later. 

Reading to a 
child in an 
interactive 
style raises 
his or her IQ 
by over 6 
points. 

15 minutes 
per day of 
independent 
reading can 
equals 1 
million+ 
words in a 
year.  

Daily reading 
to children 
puts them 
almost 1 year 
ahead of 
those who are 
not being read 
to.  

Children who 
read 3,000 
words per day 
will be in the 
top 2% of 
standardized 
tests.



How are books selected for your 
classroom or school library?

Warm-Up Talk
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Introduction



7Introduction

Mississippi strives to develop students that are 

not only college and career ready but also 

culturally ready. This resource intends to equip

educators to make purposeful instructional 

decisions around the MS CCR Standards while 

promoting literacy that acknowledges a variety 

of text types. 



8Introduction: Mirrors, Windows, and Sliding Glass Doors

Mirrors refer to texts where students can see themselves, while windows apply 

to texts that allow students to look out into life experiences different from their 

own. Sliding glass doors refer to texts that encourage students to walk through 

and move forward, acting to change the narrative. 



9Introduction: Book List Rubric

The specific components of the rubric helped the team identify whether a 

chosen text contained: 

● Appropriate grade-level complexity, 

● A balance of diverse characters, cultures, perspectives, orientations, races, 

and ages, and 

● Relativity to the Mississippi College- and Career-Readiness Standards and 

English High-Quality Instructional Curriculum



10Introduction: Book List Rubric

The team used resources such as Novelist, We Need Diverse Books, and 

Common Sense Media to help identify potential titles. Most titles are also 

recipients of one or more book awards, including the Coretta Scott King 

Award, the Newbery and Caldecott awards, the Magnolia Book Awards, or the 

YALSA and ALA awards.
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Lexile
MS Equipped Book List for All



12Lexile: text shifts



13Lexile: Strong Readers, Strong Leaders (K-5)

Recently, Lexile levels have shifted, increasing in complexity at the lower 

grades. However, what has not shifted is the expectation that elementary 

students should be exposed to high-quality, rigorous text.

Students need the opportunity to 

experience complex language and 

themes in authentic settings, both read 

independently and as part of a read-

aloud experience.



14Lexile: Lexile vs. Literacy (6-12)

Students and books are assigned a score on the Lexile scale, in which lower

scores reflect easier readability for books and lower reading ability for 

students. However, the scores do not reflect factors such as maturity of themes, 

content, and language.
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Book Lists



16Book Lists: Understanding the Book List



17Book Lists: Glossary of Terms



18Book Lists: Legend

Award Winner

Published in 
multiple languages

Graphic Format
Digital Format
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Resources



20Resources

Creating Text Sets

Readings Strategies



21Resources

Book Approval Letter

Book List Evaluation



22Resources

Library Collection
Questionnaire

Book Information



23Resources

Reading Trackers

Teacher and School 
Librarian Resources
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Website



25Website: https://www.mdek12.org/OEER/Equipped-Booklist

Book Lists by Grade Level Additional Resources Upcoming Trainings



How can The Equipped Book 
List help create a high-quality 
book collection?

Wrap-Up Talk
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