WINTER SCHOOL BUS MAINTENANCE & DRIVING TIPS

MAINTENANCE FOR THE WINTER MONTHS

1. Keep all lights, mirrors, gauges, exhaust, suspension, emergency accessories, etc., operational. A driver should not start a route if a bus problem is detected.

2. Replace any slick tires in order to maintain good traction, especially for winter driving.

3. Install new wiper blades if needed and check washer fluid levels.

4. Check the heater and the defroster unit for efficient operation.

5. Inspect the engine compartment for cracked water hoses, frayed belts, leaking water pump or radiator, etc. Replace or repair as needed to prevent potential problems.

6. Check the weather-stripping around the emergency door to prevent exhaust fumes from entering the bus.

7. Replace broken or cracked window glass and check to see that all windows close securely to protect the children from the rain and cold.

8. Inspect fuel systems for leaks, cracked lines, loose mounting brackets, etc.

9. Check the cooling system regularly. Do not neglect this system.

10. Keep a timely record of service, repairs, or inspections done on each bus.

WINTER DRIVING TIPS FOR BUS DRIVERS

1. Turn on the headlights and body clearance lights when visibility is poor. Be sure that you can see and be seen by others. Clean light lenses as needed for maximum brightness.

2. Use defrosters as needed to clear the windshield and windows for good visibility.

3. Reduce your speed and be especially alert in congested areas.

4. Brake smoothly on wet or icy roads. Avoid skidding if at all possible.

5. Exercise extreme caution at intersections and railroad crossing. Never assume that the other motorists will or can stop.

6. Be consistent in picking up your students. They will more likely be on time if you are.

7. Pay a lot of attention to the pre-trip inspections. Knowing your vehicle will result in safer driving and more efficient performance.

8. Report defects promptly and in writing, especially components that are essential to the safe performance of the vehicle.

9. Take care of the battery in your bus to prevent cold weather problems.

10. Remind your students to practice good riding habits.

11. Use extreme caution when loading and unloading students due to the possibility of drawstrings from certain types of clothing getting snagged on the handrail in the step0-welll area or in the service door.

