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“To accelerate learning for all children
Our mission and adults of all ability levels and ethnic
and social backgrounds, worldwide.”
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Resources and support

We are here for you!
«  Email: support@renaissance.com
- Phone: 800-338-4204
+ Live Chat
* In-product help Help  Live Chat

@ O

* Product updates: renaissance.com/product-updates
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Ensure a successful learning experience!

Assume positive
intentions and

Be here now. Take an inquiry

stance.

take responsibility
for impact.

R E N A I SSA N C E ©Copyright 2021 Renaissance Learning Inc. All rights reserve d. 7



Use the chat to tell us your
thoughts or what you learned.
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Learning Outcomes

After completing today's session, all participants will be able to:

o Understand and explain the following reports in the Kindergarten Readiness
portal:
o The parent report.
o The instructional planning report.

e Answer parent questions about the data.
o Make suggestions to parents on how to reinforce skills.

> e
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Agenda

Which reports are available?
Understanding the metrics.

Making Deeper Connections.
Preparing for a parent conference with data.
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Which Reports Are
Available?
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Understanding our tools

What data do you currently provide your parents?

How do you currently discuss Kindergarten
Readiness Assessments with them?

Did you know there is a parent report that can be
generated to explain Kindergarten Readiness

Assessment results? ?
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Resource help

There is a wealth of support on this page:
https://mdek12.org/OSA/K Readiness

Key resources:

1. Pre-K and Kindergarten
Reading Activities

2. 2021 Kindergarten Readiness
Training slides

3. Access to the portal

RENAISSANCE

Kindergarten Readiness Assessment

The Kindergarten Readiness Assessment provides parents, teachers, and early childhood providers with a common

understanding of what children know and are able to do upen entering school. The Kindergarten Readiness Assessment is also

used to measure how well Pre-K programs prepare four-year-old children to be ready for kindergarten based upon

the Mississippi Early Learning Standards for Classrooms Serving Four-Year-Old Children. The primary purpose of the
Kindergarten Readiness Assessment is to improve the quality of classroom instruction and other services provided to students
from birth to 3¢ grade

Resources

K-Readiness Practice Site
MKAS2 Accessibility Features and
Accommodations

K-Readiness Assessment Next
Steps

K-Readiness Spanish Reports
Kindergarten Literacy Readiness
Indicators

Pre-K and Kindergarten Reading
Activities

Score Definitions

Literacy Focus Skills

Training

2020 Kindergarten Readiness
Training Video

2020 Kindergarten Readiness
Training Slides

DTC Webinar FAQ

- Dennric and Nata

Tools and Applications

System Requirements
Visually Impaired
Manuals

= Test Administrator Manual

(update coming soon)

= Test Coordinator Manual
STAR Early Literacy Pretest
Instructions
Introduction to Computer Use

Portal login

« Administrator
= Student

©Copyright 2021 Renaissance Learning Inc. All rights reserved.

Parent Information

STRONGREADERS
STRONGLEADERS

MISSISSIPPI

Student Assessment

&, 601-359-3052
9 Staff
@ FAQ

Services

I

ACT State Testing

English Language Proficiency
Test (ELPT)

K-3 Assessments

Kindergarten Readiness
Assessment

Mississippi Academic
Assessment Program (MAAP)

Mississippi Academic
Assessment Program-Alternate
(MAAP-A)

National Assessment of
Educational Progress (NAEP)

Test Security

Links

2021-2022 Testing Calendar
Accountability

Accreditation

District and School Performance

Educator Misconduct
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* MEAS Wlizzizzippi K-3 Assezzment Support System

STAR"

) MISSISSIPPI Kindergarten Parent Report i
DEPARTMENT OF
? EDUCATION Printed On: §/11/2021 7:33:55 AM Early Literacy
ke bl

Which reports are

i ?
available~ o
Dear Parent or Guardian of Gl D

Your child has just taken a STAR Early Literacy assessment on the computer. STAR Early Literacy measures yvour child's proficiency in
up to nine areas that are important in reading development. This report summarizes your child's scores on the assessment. As with any
assessment, many factors can affect your child's scores. It is important to understand that these scores provide only one picture of how

° Depending On your r0|e, yOU may need tO vour child is doing in school.
ask for these reports to be printed out. [ scakascore: a5

The Scaled Score is the overall score that your child received on the STAR Early Literacy assessment. It iz calculated based on both the

° W h at d Oes the d ata S hOW? LOO k at th e difficulty of the questions and the number of correct responses. Scaled Scores in STAR. Early Literacy range from 300 to 900 and span

the grades Pre-K through 3.

Understanding the Parent Report

eXa m p I e p rOVI d ed . -obtai.ned a Scaled Score of 425, A Scaled Score of 425 means that -at the Early Emergent Reader stage.

* Understanding key data points
- Scaled Score: 425 Ea.rl)l;;"aderu t Lat;i:r;zgeut Tranzitional Probable

Reader Reader # .
— Literacy Classification . / S5 300-487 S 488-674 S8 675-774 §§ 775-900 Eml;.uimerpr:ﬁ_unr

Ea rly E m e rg e nt Read e r Children at the Early Emergent Reader stage are beginning to understand that printed text has meaning. They are learning that reading

invelves printed words and sentences, and that print flows from left to right and from the top to the bottom of the page. They are also
beginning to identify colors, shapes, numbers, and letters.

At this stage, Sl knows that spoken speech can be represented by letters and that letters have specific shapes. He or she is likely to be
able to identify the letters and to see the differences between them_ Also, Sl is beginning to recognize thyming sounds.

The most important thing you can do to encourage your child's growth in emergent reading skills 1 ad storybooks aloud to . at
home. If your child asks for the same bogk again and again, go right on reading it. Also, talk with bout what you've read. Through
listening to and talking about stories, will learn to relate spoken words with printed words on the page.

If you have any questions about your child’s scores or these recommendations, please contact me at your convenience.

Teacher Signature: Date:
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Understanding the
Metrics
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Star items are on the Star scale

R E N A I SS A N c E ©Copyright 2021 Renaissance Learning Inc. All rights reserved.
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How computer-adaptive testing works

More
Difficult

Easier

@

®s ©
o @ %
® & ©® &
@ & @
ltems answered by a student
@ Correct @ Incorrect Standard Error of
Response Response Measurement

RENAISSANCE
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Scaled Score (SS)

Shows where a student falls on the learning progression

300 900

AT
575 Scaled Score (SS)

Learning
progression

Discrete skills laid out in
the most ideally teachable
order and connected to
other skills within and
across domains

Pre-Kindergarten ‘
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Literacy Classifications
What do they mean?

- Literacy classification information can be found here:
https://help2.renaissance.com/US/PDF/SEL/SELScore
Definitions.pdf

* Look at the document—What does it mean to be an
Early Emergent Reader or Late Emergent Reader?

+ In the example we used before, the student had a
Scaled Score of 425 and a Literacy Classification of
Early Emergent reader. Would you feel confident having O

a data conversation with a parent with this
information?

- Common Myths about Literacy Classifications.
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How do scores change over time?

Look at the image below

Star Early Literacy Enterprise Benchmarks and Cut Scores?

a.The Star Early Literacy benchmarks are based on 2017 norms.
b.Below 10 - Urgent Intervention, Below 25 - Intervention; At/Above 40 - Benchmark.
c.Est. ORF: Estimated Oral Reading Fluency is anly reported for grades 1-3.

Fall Winter Spring
(September) (January) (May)

S Scaled Scaled Scaled

Urgent Intervention . 10 405 - 461 - 532 @
Intervention 20 440 - 502 - 576 -
On Watch 25 455 - 520 — 593 —
At/Above Bench
K
50 521 | 595 | - 671 -
60 547 | = 621 | - 695 -
75 591 - 671 - 741 -
90 665 - 738 - 794 -
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Instructional
Planning Repor

« If you don’t have
access to reports, you
can ask for the
Instructional Planning
Report to be printed
out.

+  What information
does it tell you?

RENAISSANCE

~* MISSISSIPPI MEAS Misstzsippi K-3 Asseszment Support System
? DEPARTMENT OF Kindergarten Instructional Planning Report
EDUCATION Printed On: 8/11/2021 8:03:17 AM

Esnuring » bright e § ik

STAR"
Early Literacy

School: Grade Level: K
Teacher:

Test Results

Current 55 (Scaled Score): 425 Test Date: 08/09/2021 Test Window: KG-PreTest (07/22/2021-09/24/2021)
Literacy Classification: Early Emergent Reader

Suggested Skills

v TAF. Early Literacy scaled score(z) suggest these skills from Core Progress™ learning progressions would be challenging,
but not too difficult for him/her. Combine this information with your own knowledge of the student and use your professional
judgment when designing an instructional program. Use the Core Progress learning progressions to see how these skills fit within the
larger context of the progresson.

Reading: Foundational Skills

GR |Print Concepts

This score suggests qﬂ;hould practice the following skills to improve understanding of print concepts. In particular, [P
should work on distinguf®ing letters from words and numbers, comparing the lengths of different words, and beginning to
identify the letters of the alphabet.

PK | With assistance, hold a book upright and know that printed text is read from left to right

K [Hold a book upright and know that printed text iz read from left to right

K | Associate words with pictorial representations

PK | Tell the meaning of familiar zigns and symbols in or from the environment

K [Fead and tell the meaning of familiar signs and symbols in or from the environment (e.g., stop sign, exit sign)
PK |» With assistance, track printed words from left to right and top to bottom on a page

K [» Track printed words from left to right and top to bottom on a page

PK |» Begin to recognize that sounds paired with letters represent spoken speech in print

K |» Distinguish letters from words (e.g., identify which is a word, not a letter, from choices ¢, £, car; identify which is a letter, not
a word from choices: this, 5, fox)

PK | Clap the number of words in a given sentence

K |Understand that sounds paired with letters represent spoken speech in print (e.g., students find the letter that starts their name
in environmental print and identify the sound it makes)

PK |» Name some of the letters of the alphabet and recognize their lower- and vppercase forms
K |» Distinguish letters from numbers (e.g., select J from choices J, 8. 7)
PK |» Determine vizsually which upper- or lowercase letter differs from others

K [» Compare the lengths of different words based on how many letters they contain (e.g., explain that sif is longer than it because
5it has more letters)




Instructiona
Planning Report

Is this student
meeting grade level
mastery?

\ 4

Which skills are
recommended?

RENAISSANCE

~* MISSISSIPPI MEKAS Missizsippt K-3 Asseszment Support Systam
? DEPARTMENT OF Kindergarten Instructional Planning Report
EDUCATION Printed On: $/11/2021 8:03:17 AM

STAR"
Early Literacy

Ernuring = bright [l

School: Grade Level K
Teacher:

Test Results

Current 55 (Scaled Score): 425 Test Date: 08/09/2021 Test Window: KG-PreTest (07/22/2021-09/24/2021)
Literacy Classification: Early Emergent Reader

Suggested Skills

v TAF. Early Literacy scaled score(s) suggest these skills from Core Progress™ learning progressions would be challenging,
but not too difficult for him/her. Combine this information with your own knowledge of the student and use wour professional
judgment when designing an instructional program. Use the Core Progress learning progressions to see how these skills fit within the
larger context of the progresson.

Reading: Foundational Skills

GR |Print Concepts

This score suggests q;hould practice the following skills to improve understanding of print concepts. In particular, [P
should work on distinguf®iing letters from words and numbers, comparing the lengths of different words, and beginning to
identify the letters of the alphabet.

PK | With assistance, hold a book upright and know that printed text is read from left to right

K |Hold a book upright and know that printed text iz read from left to right

K |Associate words with pictorial representations
PK | Tell the meaning of familiar signs and symbols in or from the environment

K |Read and tell the meaning of familiar signs and symbols in or from the environment (e.g., stop sign, exit sign)
PK | » With assistance, track printed words from left to right and top to bottom on a page

K | » Track printed words from left to right and top to bottom on a page

PK. | » Begin to recognize that sounds paired with letters represent spoken speech in print

K |» Distinguizh letters from words (e.g.. identify which iz a word, not a letter, from choices ¢, £, caf; identify which iz a letter, not
a word from choices: this, 5, fox)

PK [ Clap the number of words in a given sentence

K |Understand that sounds paired with letters represent spoken speech in print (e.g.. students find the letter that starts their name
in environmental print and identify the sound it makes)

PK. | » Name some of the letters of the alphabet and recognize their lower- and uppercase forms
K |» Distinguizh letters from numbers (e.g., select J from choices J, 8, 7)
PK. | » Determine visually which upper- or lowercase letter differs from others

K |» Compare the lengths of different words based on how marny letters they contain (e.g., explain that 5if is longer than if because
sit has more letters)
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Focus Skills

How are they identified, and why are they important?

«  Watch this video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=08BK20b94\\/IM

*  What stood out to you? Make a note for yourself.

+ Share what connections resonated with you.

RENAISSANCE
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o8BK2Ob94WM

Making Deeper
Connections

Focus Skills explained
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Focus Skills are “non-negotiable”

The most critical skills for a student to learn
for success at grade level
and to progress in subsequent grades.

R E N A I S SA N ( E ©Copyright 2021 Renaissance Learning Inc. All rights reserved.
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Preparing for a Parent
Conference with Data

Putting it together
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Focus Skills and Data Conversations

« This link will help you see customized focus skills for your state and grade
level.

* Look at the instructional planning report. How would this information help
you to communicate to parents how they can practice skills at home?

*  What questions do you have?

?

N —
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https://www.renaissance.com/focus-skills-details/?subject=literacy&state=mississippi&grade=k

Helping parents succeed at home.

What suggestions can you offer?

« Thinking about one skill set area—where
can you get suggestions for skill practice at
home?

— On the resource portal - Pre-K and K reading
activities
— And https://strongreadersms.com/

* Pull up these lists and browse the

resources. What stood out to you?

R E N A I S SA N ( E ©Copyright 2021 Renaissance Learning Inc. All rights reserved. 30


https://www.mdek12.org/sites/default/files/Offices/MDE/OA/OSA/pre-k-and-kindergarten-reading-activities_9.pdf
https://strongreadersms.com/

Practice a Parent Data Conversation

Using a Parent report and Instructional planning report for one child:

* Make note on what you would say in a parent
conference based on this data.

« Explain at least three data points.
« Give two ideas for reinforcement at home.

- ldentify at least one suggested resource to work
from.

* Rehearse out loud or role play with a partner.

RENAISSANCE

©Copyright 2021 Renaissance Learning Inc. All rights reserved.
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Next steps!

@
9
Y
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Reflection and Next
steps

Wrap up and debrief / Putting it together
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Do you feel confident having a data-informed conversation with parents
using the Kindergarten Readiness Assessment data? Why or why not?

Do you know where to go for help?

What other information do you need?

?

N\ —
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Thank you!

Join the conversation
®
fYin
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